
Kolkata’s Lynn 
gets lucky after 
another bail fail
MUMBAI: Australian Chris Lynn was tempted to visit
a casino to cash in on his luck after a miraculous
reprieve while batting during Kolkata Knight Riders’
Indian Premier League (IPL) victory over Rajasthan
Royals on Sunday.

The 28-year-old was on 13 when he inside-edged a
delivery from paceman Dhawan Kulkarni onto his
stumps and started walking off without bothering to
look behind. Kulkarni was celebrating too but it was
soon cut short when the bowler realised that the ball
had lit up the zing bail but failed to dislodge it, rico-
cheting off the leg stump to the fine-leg boundary for a
four instead.

Lynn went on to score 50 off 32 deliveries in
Kolkata’s successful eight-wicket win chasing
Rajasthan’s 139-3 that put them at the top of the IPL
table with four wins from five matches. “I always like to
ride my luck,” Lynn told team mate Harry Gurney in a
video posted on the IPL website.

“I inside-edged it, and then I heard a second noise. I
thought (the wicket-keeper) might catch it or the bails
might come off, but I got lucky. “I might actually go the
casino tonight!”

It was the third time in this year’s IPL that a batsman
had benefited from the bails refusing to be dislodged.
Rajasthan were also on the receiving end in an earlier
match when Jofra Archer’s delivery rolled onto the
stumps but Chennai Super Kings captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, yet to open his account, survived as bails
could not be dislodged.

Dhoni, who went on to make a match-winning 75 off

46 deliveries, suffered the heartbreak himself on
Saturday when bails did not fall despite his direct hit
with Punjab opener Lokesh Rahul short of his ground.

Rajasthan captain Ajinkya Rahane appeared as
bewildered as the bowler and was involved in a long
conversation with the on-field umpire after Sunday’s

incident. “The rules are what they are, but I told the
umpire, at least don’t declare it a boundary,” Rahane
said. “It’s already so tough for the bowlers in T20,
and in such a situation, a ball can, maybe, declared a
dead bal l . That was my conversation with the
umpires.” — Reuters

BALTIMORE: Gary Sanchez homered three times
while Clint Frazier homered twice as the visiting New
York Yankees belted seven homers in defeating the
Baltimore Orioles 15-3 Sunday afternoon. Sanchez fin-
ished with six RBIs in his first career three-homer game,
while Frazier drove in four runs. The victory completed a
sweep of the three-game series. New York also got
homers from Gleyber Torres and Austin Romine and fin-
ished with 14 overall during this sweep. The first 18 runs
the Yankees scored in this series came via the long ball.
Domingo German (2-0) carried a no-hitter into the sixth
inning and gave up two runs on two hits in six innings
plus two batters.

ANGELS 7, RANGERS 2
Mike Trout homered in his fourth consecutive game,

and host Los Angeles scored seven unanswered runs
defeating Texas in Anaheim, Calif. It was the Angels’
third win in a row after dropping the first game of the
four-game series to the Rangers. In the series, Trout hit
five home runs, drove in nine, and reached base in 13 of
18 plate appearances (6-for-11, six walks). For the sea-
son, Trout is hitting .393 with a .581 on-base percentage
and 1.000 slugging percentage.

DODGERS 12, ROCKIES 6
Cody Bellinger had three hits, including a homer, Max

Muncy also homered, and Los Angeles pounded host
Colorado. Justin Turner and Corey Seager had two hits
apiece to help L.A. sweep the weekend series from
Colorado. The two home runs give the Dodgers 24 on
the season, and they have hit at least one in all 10 games.
Joe Kelly (1-1) got the win in relief, and Bellinger scored
four times. He has an 11-game hitting streak going back
to last season.

BREWERS 4, CUBS 2
Christian Yelich went 2-for-3 with a home run and

three RBIs, and host Milwaukee held on to beat Chicago.
Travis Shaw also drove in a run for Milwaukee, which
earned a 2-1 series victory over its divisional rival. The
Brewers have won eight of 10 games to start the season.
Right-hander Zach Davies (1-0) picked up the victory
after limiting the Cubs to two runs (both unearned) on
five hits in 5 2/3 innings. Willson Contreras hit a two-run
home run in a losing effort for the Cubs. Ben Zobrist
added three singles for Chicago, which dropped its third
series in a row. Right-hander Kyle Hendricks (0-2) gave
up four runs on eight hits in four innings.

ASTROS 9, ATHLETICS 8
Jose Altuve worked a four-pitch walk with the bases

loaded in the ninth inning, and host Houston completed a
three-game series sweep of Oakland. Altuve forced in
Aledmys Diaz, who finished 2-for-4 with two runs and

four RBIs. Roberto Osuna (1-0) earned the win for
Houston with a perfect top of the ninth. Josh Phegley,
Chad Pinder and Robbie Grossman homered for Oakland.
The Astros tied the game with two runs in the bottom of
the eighth inning against right-hander Lou Trivino before
recording four walks against Athletics closer Blake
Treinen (0-1), who surrendered the tying run in the eighth
on a sacrifice fly by third baseman Alex Bregman.

RED SOX 1, DIAMONDBACKS 0
Mitch Moreland homered on the first pitch of the sev-

enth inning and five pitchers combined on a three-hitter
as Boston salvaged the finale of their season-opening 11-
game road trip with a victory over Arizona in Phoenix.
The Red Sox finished their trip at 3-8. Boston avoided its
fifth 2-9 start and first since 2011. Moreland hit his third
homer of the trip when he got just enough of a first-pitch
cutter from Diamondbacks starter Merrill Kelly (1-1). He
lifted the pitch just high enough to clear the right field
fence as right fielder Adam Jones attempted to make a
leaping catch.

BRAVES 4, MARLINS 3
Shortstop Dansby Swanson lined the game-winning

single into left field with the bases loaded to give host
Atlanta a walk-off win against Miami. Swanson had giv-
en the team a 3-2 lead with a homer in the fourth inning.
He became the first Atlanta shortstop to have three
homers in the first nine games of a season. Miami’s Curtis
Granderson tied the game at 3 with one out in the ninth
with a pinch-hit solo homer to straightaway center field
against closer Arodys Vizcaino. Granderson had struck
out five times in the first two games of the series.
Vizcaino (1-0) got the win, while Adam Conley (0-2)
took the loss.

NATIONALS 12, METS 9
Anthony Rendon and Victor Robles each scored three

runs as Washington raced to an 11-run lead before hang-
ing on to beat host New York. Washington took advan-
tage of 12 walks issued by two Mets pitchers. Every
player in the Nationals’ starting lineup walked at least
once, except winning pitcher Max Scherzer (1-2). Mets
starter Zack Wheeler (0-1) walked seven, while Tim
Peterson, who relieved Wheeler in the fifth, walked five.
The Nationals batted around during a five-run second
inning, when Wheeler walked two and gave up RBI sin-
gles to Scherzer and Robles, a two-run double to Adam
Eaton and a sacrifice fly to Howie Kendrick.

CARDINALS 4, PADRES 1
Right-hander Adam Wainwright struck out nine while

holding San Diego to one run over six innings and Paul
DeJong hit a go-ahead two-run double in the fourth to
allow host St. Louis to avoid being swept in its first series

of the season at Busch Stadium. The Cardinals added
single runs in the seventh and eighth, respectively, on
Matt Carpenter’s sacrifice fly and Kolten Wong’s
squeeze-bunt single, to end the Padres’ three-game win-
ning streak. Wainwright (1-0), who gave up four runs in
four innings in his first 2019 start after making only eight
starts last year due to elbow and hamstring injuries,
allowed five hits and no walks while throwing 100 pitch-
es. Jordan Hicks, hitting triple digits with his fastball, got
a four-out save with three strikeouts.

RAYS 3, GIANTS 0
Tampa Bay got a second-pitch home run from Yandy

Diaz and then dizzied host San Francisco with a variety of
unusual strategies in its interleague victory and a series
win. Christian Arroyo had an RBI single against his old
team and five pitchers, led by starter Yonny Chirinos (2-
0), combined on a five-hitter, sending the Rays to their
third series win of the young season. The Giants lost their
third straight series. Rays reliever Adam Kolarek moved
from the mound to first base after allowing a leadoff sin-
gle to open the bottom of the seventh. Chaz Roe came on
to strike out Evan Longoria, before Kolarek returned to
the mound and got the next two hitters to retain a 2-0
lead. The Rays also used four outfielders on occasion
against Brandon Belt, who went 0-for-3.

PHILLIES 2, TWINS 1
Rhys Hoskins hit a two-run home run and Zach Eflin

allowed one run over seven innings to pick up his second
win of the season and lead host Philadelphia past
Minnesota. Eflin, who pitched five shutout innings in his
first start of the season on Tuesday, an 8-2 win at
Washington, gave up six hits and no walks while striking
out five. He has allowed nine hits and a walk over 12
innings this season while striking out 14 to go with a 0.75
ERA. Hoskins also doubled and Bryce Harper walked
twice as Philadelphia won despite finishing with just four
hits. Hector Neris pitched a 1-2-3 ninth and ended the
game with back-to-back strikeouts of Jonathan Schoop
and Nelson Cruz to pick up his first save.

TIGERS 3, ROYALS 1
Christin Stewart drove in two runs and scored anoth-

er as streaking Detroit won its fifth straight game by
sweeping a three-game series from visiting Kansas City.
Stewart, who hit a grand slam on Saturday, had two hits.
Nicholas Castellanos and Jeimer Candelario scored the
other runs for Detroit. Tyson Ross (1-1) recorded his first
win with the Tigers, tossing seven strong innings. He
allowed one run on five hits while walking one and strik-
ing out eight. Shane Greene struck out two in the ninth
while recording his seventh save. — Reuters
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Sanchez hits three of Yanks’ seven 
homers in walloping Orioles

PHOENIX:  David Peralta #6 of the Arizona Diamondbacks hits a double against the Boston Red Sox during the ninth
inning of the MLB game at Chase Field in Phoenix, Arizona. The Red Sox defeated the Diamondbacks 1-0. —AFP

Hot English 
summer to aid 
subcontinent 
teams: Pietersen
MUMBAI: The English weather will play a major
role during the World Cup and teams from the Indian
subcontinent stand to gain if hot and dry conditions
prevail during the May 30-July 14 tournament, for-
mer captain Kevin Pietersen has said. England, which
last hosted the quadrennial showpiece in 1999, has
witnessed more batsmen-friendly conditions in
recent past with scores of 300 regularly posted in
one-day internationals held in the country.

A hot English summer will translate into dry pitch-
es on which the batsmen and spinners from the sub-
continent teams are expected to thrive. “It is going to
be weather dependent,” Pietersen told reporters in
Mumbai at a promotional event last week.

“Last year was one of the most beautiful English
summers since 1976. It was the hottest summer
recorded in the UK with hardly any rain at all, condi-
tions were extremely dry. “If the conditions are like
they were last summer, then I think the subcontinent
teams are going to have a massive role to play in the
World Cup. “If they are not and it’s horrible and
green and seaming, then it’s going to play in
England’s favour and the team that copes best in
those circumstances.”

While many see it as England’s best chance to win
their maiden 50-overs World Cup, India will also be
among the favourites. Led by Virat Kohli, the two-
time champions have more or less a settled batting
line-up even though they continue to search for a
reliable number four in the batting order.

Opener Rohit Sharma agreed the English condi-
tions could have a big say on their team selection. “I
think we are pretty much settled. There are a few
spots which everyone know about,” Rohit, Kohli’s
deputy in limited-overs formats, said.

“It all depends on what the captain, coach and
selectors think about the combination. Whether we
need to go with the extra seamer, extra middle order
batsman, extra opening batsman or an extra spinner.

“The conditions in England will matter the most.
The last time when we were there the conditions
were really dry. I don’t know if it will be the same
again. If it is like that then we need to get an extra
spinner, as simple as that. If it’s not then we should
probably get an extra seamer.” All 10 participating
teams will have to submit their 15-member squads by
April 23, while injury replacements can be named
until May 23. —Reuters

Bellinger shines as Dodgers sweep Rockies

Smith ends worries 
of fitness, form 
with patient innings
in IPL
NEW DELHI: Former captain Steve Smith laid to
rest any concerns about his fitness and form ahead of
the naming of Australia’s World Cup squad with his
first half century of this year’s Indian Premier League
on Sunday.

The 29-year-old Smith, who underwent elbow sur-
gery earlier this year, top-scored with 73 not out for
Rajasthan Royals in their relatively meagre total of

139 for three in Jaipur. Smith’s innings lasted just 59
balls but he was relatively circumspect at the start
against some tight bowling from spinners Piyush
Chawla and Sunil Narine.

West Indies all-rounder Narine (47) then combined
with Australia’s Chris Lynn (50) in a 91-run opening
partnership in 8.1 overs to set up an eight-wicket victo-
ry with 37 balls to spare. Despite the loss, Smith’s
innings would have pleased Australia’s selectors as they
mull over their squad for the defence of the one-day
World Cup in England and Wales.

Instead of a traditional all-out attacking innings nor-
mal in the Twenty20 format, Smith worked the ball into
gaps and had scored just 39 runs from his first 40 balls
before he accelerated in the final overs.

The innings drew some praise from West Indies bat-
ting great Brian Lara during the commentary of the
match. “He is not a big-hitter of the ball,” Lara said.
“He’s not an Andre Russell or a Ben Stokes. He gets the
gaps. I respect him.”

Former England captain Michael Vaughan also
tweeted that a six by Smith off Narine would put to
bed any concerns over the elbow. Smith’s 12-month
international ban for ball tampering only ended 10 days
ago and he has started slowly with scores of 20, 28 and
38 in his three matches before Sunday’s innings.

He had been playing mostly Twenty20 tournaments
around the world during the ban. He also played club
cricket in Sydney before having the surgery. Both Smith
and former Australia vice-captain David Warner missed
last year’s IPL following the imposition of the bans by
Cricket Australia for their roles in the ball-tampering
scandal that rocked their national team.

Australia are expected to name their team for the
defence of their World Cup title over the next week,
with the 15-man squads needing to be finalised by April
23. India captain Virat Kohli’s miserable IPL season
continued on Sunday when his Royal Challengers
Bangalore lost to the Delhi Capitals by four wickets,
their sixth defeat in six matches this season. —Reuters

JAIPUR: Kolkata Knight Riders cricketer Chris Lynn plays a shot during the 2019 Indian Premier League (IPL)
Twenty20 cricket match between Rajasthan Royals and Kolkata Knight Riders at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium
in Jaipur. — AFP


