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KUWAIT: Asian Shooting Confederation (ASC)
Board of Directors held a meeting that was chaired
by ASC President Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, in the presence of ISSF
President Luciano Rossi and Asian Federations rep-
resentatives. ASC Secretary General, President of
Kuwait and Arab Shooting Federations Duaij Khalaf
Al-Otaibi said the meeting came out with several
decisions in favor of developing the Asian Shooting.

The officials agreed to organize the Asian
Championship in October in South Korea, while
Kuwait and Indonesia will organize two other
championships. The three countries are gearing for
Paris 2024 Olympics. Al-Otaibi said ISSF President
Rossi lauded the efforts of the ASC and Kuwait in
developing the sport, adding that ISSF President
and its Secretary General were honored during the
meeting. Participants thanked HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah for hosting the championships and meetings.

Meanwhile, Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Mishal
Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah, representing HH the
Amir inaugurated HH the Amir Grand Prix in the

presence of several dignitaries including Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud, President of ISSF Luciano
Rossi, President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi and heads
of delegations.

During the opening ceremony, participants
appreciated the gesture by the organizing commit-

tee to cut the events short in solidarity with the
earthquake victims in Syria and Turkey.
Competitions began on Wednesday with the skeet
qualifiers for men and women. Chairman of Saudi
Arabian Shooting Federation Prince Khalid bin
Bandar Al Saud said Kuwait is a leader in hosting
major events which deserves to be praised. 

News in brief

Haiti reach Women’s WCup 

AUCKLAND: Haiti qualified for football’s
Women’s World Cup for the first time in their
history with a 2-1 win over Chile on Wednesday
at a play-off tournament in New Zealand. They
join England, Denmark and China in Group D of
the World Cup, co-hosted by New Zealand and
Australia. Haiti, ranked 55th in the world, will
face European champions England in their
opening match in Brisbane on July 22. Teenage
midfielder Melchie Dumornay, who plays for
French club Stade de Reims, gave Haiti the lead
just before half time in Auckland. There was
drama in the closing stages. Haiti had a penalty
saved with 90 minutes approaching when cap-
tain Nerilia Mondesir saw her weak penalty
palmed away. However, the 19-year-old
Dumornay doubled Haiti’s lead when she calmly
slotted past Chile goalkeeper Christiane Endler
in added time.  —AFP 

Serin replaces Le Garrec 

PARIS: Experienced scrum-half Baptiste Serin
has been added to France’s Six Nations squad
instead of Nolann Le Garrec, the French Rugby
Federation (FFR) announced on Tuesday. The
reason for uncapped Le Garrec’s withdrawal was
not given by the FFR, with tournament holders
Les Bleus preparing to host Scotland on Sunday.
Serin, 28, won the last of his 42 Test appearances
against Scotland in March 2021 and has
impressed with club Toulon this season. Captain
Antoine Dupont and centre Gael Fickou are the
only France squad members with more caps than
former Bordeaux-Begles half-back Serin. On
Monday, Serin told Canal+ television he still
wanted to play international rugby, especially
with the Rugby World Cup on home soil starting
in September. “It’s an objective, I’ve never hidden
that, I obviously want to return,” Serin said.
“There’s a World Cup to experience in France,
there are loads of things to experience. — AFP  

Neymar has ‘ligament damage’ 

PARIS: Brazil forward Neymar has suffered
ligament damage to his injured ankle, Paris
Saint-Germain said on Tuesday, two weeks
before the French club’s Champions League
last 16, second leg with Bayern Munich.
Neymar, 31, was taken off on a stretcher with
an ankle injury in the second half of PSG’s
extraordinary 4-3 Ligue 1 win over Lille on
Sunday. “New examinations taken today con-
firm a sprained ankle for Neymar with ligament
damage,” PSG said in a statement. PSG con-
firmed after the victory a scan had shown no
fracture, but said further tests would need to
be carried out on the damage to the ligaments
in the coming days. His injury immediately built
fears he could miss the return leg with Bayern
on March 8. The French champions will head to
Germany looking to overturn a 1-0 deficit from
the first leg, when Kylian Mbappe was restrict-
ed to a second-half cameo as a substitute on
his return from a thigh injury. — AFP 

MLS revamps playoffs 

NEW YORK: Major League Soccer unveiled
a revamped playoff format on Tuesday that
includes a best-of-three first round before
knockout stages to the MLS Cup Final on
December 9. The top seven clubs in both the
Eastern and Western Conferences will qualify
for the best-of-three opening round while the
clubs finishing eighth and ninth will meet in a
one-game wildcard showdown to determine
the eighth qualifier in each conference. The
MLS regular season will conclude on October
21 before setting up the October 25-26 wild-
card games-with those winners facing the con-
ference top seeds-and the October 28-
November 12 first round, where all games will
have a winner. No extra time will be played if a
match is level after 90 minutes, with penalty
kicks used to decide a winner.  — AFP 

Germany, Sweden draw 

BERLIN: Germany and Sweden played out a
0-0 draw in their women’s World Cup warm-
up in Duisburg on Tuesday. The match, played
in front of German chancellor Olaf Scholz and a
crowd of more than 20,000, was Germany’s
first hitout of 2023. Scholz has previously
promised equal pay including bonuses for the
men’s and women’s German national sides, say-
ing before the match “I’m staying on the ball on
this issue and I will continue to do so.” The
home side were notably rusty, conceding sev-
eral chances and were kept in the game thanks
to some excellent saves from ‘keeper Merle
Frohms. Sweden forward Stina Blackstenius
had the ball in the back of the net after 22 min-
utes, but the goal was chalked off for offside.
With scores still locked, Frohms made two cru-
cial late saves from Blackstenius and Rytting
Kaneyrd in the 79th and 81st minute. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: Asian Shooting Confederation (ASC) Board of Directors held a meeting that was chaired by ASC President
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah. 

KUWAIT: Officials take a group photo during the opening ceremony.

Asian Shooting Confederation 
officials vow to promote sports 

Farwaniya governor inaugurates Amir Grand Prix 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Rhythmic Gymnastics team
is participating in the “Miss Valentine”
International Championship in Estonia. 500 of
the best athletes who were born in 2012 are
participating. Sarah Al-Bannai is representing
Kuwait. Maha Al-Saqer could not leave due to
visa issues. Valentine Championship is one of
the strongest event with 34 countries partici-
pating. Sarah will participate in the Pro Junior.
The games federation is keen on having play-
ers participate in such tournaments to gain
experience and improve their levels.

NZ to ‘throw some 
punches’ at England
WELLINGTON: New Zealand will “throw some
punches” when they face an attacking England in the
second Test starting on Friday in Wellington, as the
hosts bid to rescue the two-match series. Bowling
greats James Anderson and Stuart Broad, combined
with some aggressive batting, propelled England to a
thumping 267-run first Test win in a day-night
encounter in Mount Maunganui.

It was England’s 10th win in 11 Tests under head
coach Brendon McCullum and further evidence of
the success of the New Zealander’s “Bazball” attack-
ing cricket revolution. In contrast, New Zealand are
struggling for form and confidence going into the
clash at Wellington’s Basin Reserve, where rain could
play a part on the first two days.

The hosts are winless in their last seven Tests
since beating South Africa a year ago in
Christchurch, including suffering a 3-0 whitewash in
England last June. “I don’t think it’s unfair to say we
are lacking a bit of that confidence at the moment,”
said head coach Gary Stead, whose side were dis-
missed for 126 in their second innings of the first Test
to lose in a little over three days. “But I can assure
you the faith is still with this group of guys. “We’re
going to put everything behind them to make sure we
go out there in Wellington and really throw some
punches back at England.”

New Zealand will be buoyed by the return of
experienced seam bowler Matt Henry, who was
unavailable for the opener because of the birth of his
child. But they will again be missing fast bowler Kyle
Jamieson, who is expected to be on the sidelines for
several months because of back surgery. Jamieson has
taken 72 wickets in 16 Test appearances and his loss
was keenly felt in the pink-ball Test as New Zealand
struggled to contain England’s aggressive batting.

Stokes ‘blessed’ 
Daryl Mitchell, one of the few to offer resistance

to England’s bowlers by making an unbeaten 57
during New Zealand’s second innings, is relishing
another crack at the visitors. “We’re excited for the
next opportunity in Wellington and looking forward
to taking on England again on home turf with the
red ball,” said Mitchell. Captain Tim Southee said
that he didn’t think the margin between the sides
had been reflected in the result and welcomed the
return to traditional red-ball Test cricket at the
Basin Reserve. England’s emphatic victory in Mount
Maunganui was their first Test win in New Zealand
since 2008 and more evidence of their thrilling
upturn under McCullum.

Skipper Ben Stokes, who was born in New
Zealand, said that he felt “pretty blessed” to have
bowlers of the ilk of veteran seamers Anderson and
Broad, plus Ollie Robinson. England will wait to see
how the trio fare in the nets before selecting their
side with all suffering some soreness after the first
Test. “I’ve also got a seriously skilled and very brave
batting line-up to watch,” added Stokes, who already
has one eye on the Ashes in this year’s English sum-
mer. “They’ve got to take a lot of credit for the sort of
record I have as a captain.”

Harry Brook again caught the eye in the first Test
with the bat, after making hundreds in all three Tests
of England’s recent 3-0 series win in Pakistan. The in-
form 23-year-old smacked 89 off 81 balls in
England’s first innings to set the tone and then made
another rapid-fire half-century. “He is a fantastic tal-
ent. I think he will go on to be a global superstar,”
said Stokes. After a cyclone disrupted the prepara-
tions of both teams for the first Test, the weather
could play a part in Wellington with rain and showers
forecast for Friday and Saturday.

New Zealand (from): Tim Southee (capt), Tom
Blundell, Michael Bracewell, Devon Conway, Matt
Henry, Scott Kuggeleijn, Tom Latham, Daryl Mitchell,
Henry Nicholls, Blair Tickner, Neil Wagner, Kane
Williamson, Will Young. England (from): Ben Stokes
(capt), James Anderson, Stuart Broad, Harry Brook,
Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, Ben Foakes, Will Jacks,
Dan Lawrence, Jack Leach, Ollie Pope, Matthew
Potts, Ollie Robinson, Joe Root, Olly Stone. — AFP 

NBA Hawks fire 
McMillan, name 
Prunty as coach
WASHINGTON: Nate McMillan was fired as
coach of the Atlanta Hawks after guiding the NBA
club to a 29-30 start to the 2022-23 campaign, the
team announced Tuesday. Hawks general manager
Landry Fields said assistant coach Joe Prunty would
serve as the interim head coach. “Decisions like
these, especially in-season, are always extremely
difficult, but we believe it’s in the best interest of our
team to move forward with another voice leading
the way,” Fields said.

McMillan finished with a 99-80 record as coach
of the Hawks, having started as an interim coach
after a mid-season firing in 2021 and guiding
Atlanta to the Eastern Conference finals. “I would
like to thank Nate for his leadership and profession-
alism during his time with the Hawks,” Fields said.
“He’s truly a class act and we appreciate the gra-
ciousness and work ethic he brought.” McMillan,
who played 12 NBA seasons as a guard for the

Seattle SuperSonics, was in his 19th season as an
NBA head coach after stops in Seattle, Portland,
Indiana and Atlanta from 2001.

McMillan, an assistant coach on the US 2008
and 2012 Olympic gold medal teams of NBA stars,
has compiled a career NBA coaching record of
760-668. McMillan was an assistant coach for the
Hawks when Lloyd Pierce was fired and McMillan
was named an interim head coach in March 2021.
The Hawks finished the campaign 27-11 under
McMillan and advanced past the second round of
the NBA playoffs for only the second time in 54
years, ousting New York and Philadelphia before
falling to eventual champion Milwaukee in the
Eastern Conference finals.

It was his deepest career playoff run as a coach.
MacMillan was rewarded by being named the new
head coach in July but the Hawks lost to Miami in
last year’s first round of the playoffs and had only
struggled to eighth in the Eastern Conference
standings at the All-Star Game break. Prunty, 54,
joined the Hawks as an assistant coach in July 2021.
He had been an assistant NBA coach since 1996
except for two stints as an interim head coach for
Milwaukee in which he went 29-25. He was an assis-
tant coach on three NBA championship clubs at San
Antonio from 1999-2005. — AFP 

England, S Africa 
set up World T20 
semi-final clash
CAPE TOWN: England and South Africa qualified
to meet in the Women’s T20 World Cup semi-finals
after both teams won their final group matches at
Newlands in Cape Town on Tuesday. England - who
were already assured of a place in the last four -
clinched top place in Group Two with a crushing
114-run win over Pakistan.

South Africa beat Bangladesh by ten wickets in
the second match of a double-header but despite
the margin of victory were not entirely convinc-
ing. Group One winners Australia will play Group
Two runners-up India on Thursday, with England
and South Africa meeting on Friday. Both semi-
finals and Sunday’s f inal  wil l  be played at
Newlands. Nat Sciver-Brunt articulated England’s
attacking approach under new coach Jon Lewis
after picking up her third player of the match
award in four outings.

Sciver-Brunt hit 81 not out off 40 balls as
England powered their way to 213 for five, a
Women’s T20 World Cup record. “We agreed in
our planning to put the pressure back on the other
team,” said Sciver-Brunt. “That means we take it
to the bowlers, not so much to knock it around
and put a partnership together but try to put the
bowlers under pressure and play to your
strengths.” She said the policy was similarly
aggressive with the ball. “We really focus on tak-
ing wickets,” she said. — AFP 


