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ALEPPO: Sitting by a bed strewn with rubble in 
Syria’s second biggest city, Umm Mounir refuses to 
leave her home even though the deadly earthquake 
has torn a gaping hole into the room. Aleppo, once a 
major commercial hub, had already been battered 
by over a decade of war when the 7.8-magnitude 
quake struck in early February, killing more than 
45,000 people across Turkey and Syria and flatten-
ing entire neighbourhoods. 

The building adjacent to Umm Mounir’s col-
lapsed, ripping the rear facade off her own home, 
but she told AFP that neither natural disasters nor 
conflict can make her leave. “Nothing will make me 
move out of my house except death,” said the 55-
year-old, who lives by herself on the fourth floor of 
the heavily damaged seven-storey building. 

“I will only leave for the grave.” Her city suffered 
great losses in the February 6 quake that flattened 
54 of its buildings and damaged historic sites. With 
at least 432 fatalities, Aleppo accounts for nearly a 
third of all deaths in government-held parts of 
Syria, according to state media. Officials and medics 
across the war-ravaged country, including in rebel-
controlled areas, put the overall Syrian death toll at 
more than 3,600 people. 

 
‘Used to danger’  

The city witnessed brutal battles between rebels 
based in eastern Aleppo and Russian-backed 
regime forces from 2012 to 2016. After a suffocat-
ing siege on rebel-held areas and a crushing offen-
sive involving barrel bombs, rockets and shells, the 
army declared in December 2016 that it was in full 
control of the city. 

“We are people of glory and wealth, but the war 
changed everything,” said Umm Mounir, glancing 

at the wreckage of her wooden furniture. “Even in 
the harshest years of the war we were not dis-
placed,” added the woman, whose home in the 
Masharika neighbourhood was near the frontline. 
“We will not be displaced now.” 

More than 30 people died in Masharika after the 
pre-dawn quake brought down two building over 
sleeping residents. Seemingly incessant aftershocks 
spooked traumatised survivors, and a 6.4-magni-
tude tremor on Monday rocked the same areas of 
Turkey and Syria. When the new quake hit, Umm 
Mounir grabbed her 85-year-old neighbour Amina 
Raslan, who lives on the first floor, and they rushed 
out. “She can’t run, so I held her hand and we 
walked as fast as we could,” Umm Mounir said. 

Raslan’s son, who lives with his mother, said they 
“got used to the danger because our home used to 
be on the frontline” where rockets and missiles had 
rained down. Puffing a cigarette, 55-year-old Ali al-
Bash said he wished they could leave their damaged 
home, but that “we have nowhere else to go”. 

 
‘Everything collapsed’  

Raslan’s eyes welled with tears as she recalled 
the destruction of the home she said her family 
had l ived in for 50 years. “Everything col-
lapsed,” she told AFP as her grandchildren were 
playing around her. 

The family, like many others, did not want to 
move to a shelter but could not afford to rent a new 
home, Raslan said. “I lost two of my children during 
the war. I don’t want to leave my house... I don’t 
want to lose anything else.” Some Aleppo residents, 
however, have left ravaged homes for tents.  

Mohammed Jawish, 63, now lives in a makeshift 
camp with dozens of families after his building 

partially collapsed. “If I still had a house I wouldn’t 
be here,” he said, watching his grandchildren-some 
of them barefoot in the winter cold-play with a 
worn-out football. 

Jawish told AFP the quake cost him his belong-
ings and sent him “back to square one”. “My chest 
feels tight when I’m in this small tent,” he said. “I 
feel I could die from sorrow.” — AFP

Syrian quake survivors shelter  
in crumbling Aleppo homes 

‘We are people of glory and wealth, but the war changed everything’ 

Iran foreign  
minister in Iraq  
for security talks 

 
BAGHDAD:  Iran’s top diplomat 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian held talks 
with neighbouring al ly Iraq 
Wednesday to discuss stalled talks 
with arch-rival Saudi Arabia to ease 
regional tensions, as well as on bor-
der security. Iraq has taken a key role 
as a mediator between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia since 2021, after Riyadh 
broke off diplomatic relations in 
2016, but efforts have been dead-
locked for several months. 

Amir-Abdollahian, speaking to 
reporters in Baghdad alongside his 
Iraqi counterpart Fuad Hussein, hailed 
the efforts “to strengthen talks and 
cooperation between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran”. Since April 2021, Iraq has 
hosted a series of meetings between 
the two sides, but no talks have been 
publicly announced since April 2022. 

“As part of the strengthening of 
cooperation with... the countries of 
the region, we welcome a resumption 
of relations between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia,” he said. Iran and Saudi 

Arabia have backed opposing sides 
in various conflicts in the region, 
including in Yemen. 

Amir-Abdollahian also spoke to 
similar mediation efforts carried out 
between Iran and Egypt. He also men-
tioned slow progress in talks in 
Vienna with world powers aimed at 
reviving the 2015 Iran nuclear accord, 
which promised Tehran sanctions 
relief in exchange for cutting back its 
nuclear activities. The United States 
unilaterally withdrew from the deal in 
2018 and reimposed sanctions, 
prompting Iran to begin walking back 
on its commitments under the accord. 
Negotiations to return to the deal 
started in 2021 but stalled last year. 

Iran is ready “to take steps to con-
clude the negotiations... on the basis 
of previous discussions and respect-
ing the red lines” defined by Tehran, 
Amir-Abdollahian said. “But if the 
American side chooses another path... 
all options are on the table”, he added, 
without elaborating. His Iraqi counter-
part pleaded for a resumption of talks. 
“It is important for Iraq that the 
Iranian and American parties reach an 
agreement”, Hussein said. The two 
ministers also discussed security on 
their border, after Iran last year 
bombed Iranian Kurdish opposition 

groups sheltering in northern Iraq. 
Tehran accuses Iraq-based 

Kurdish groups of carrying out 
attacks in Iran, and of encouraging the 
months-long protests that erupted 
after the September 16 death in cus-
tody of 22-year-old Kurdish-Iranian 
woman Mahsa Amini, following her 

arrest for an alleged breach of dress 
rules. Iraq later redeployed border 
guards to limit tensions. “The Iraqi 
government has taken a series of 
measures to protect the frontier, and 
we agree that certain groups should 
not be allowed to cross this border,” 
Hussein said. — AFP

ALEPPO: Ali al-Bash and his mother Amina Raslan drink coffee at home, in a building damaged by the 7.8-magni-
tude quake, in Aleppo city’s al-Masharqa neighbourhood. Aleppo, once a major commercial hub, had already been 
battered by over a decade of war when the 7.8-magnitude quake struck in early February. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein (R) and his Iranian counterpart Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian hold a joint press conference in Baghdad on February 22, 2023. —AFP

Seattle, first US 
city to ban caste  
discrimination 

 
WASHINGTON: Seattle has become the first 
city in the United States to ban discrimination 
based on caste, following a city council vote on 
Tuesday. “It’s official: Our movement has won a 
historic, first-in-the-nation ban on caste dis-
crimination in Seattle!” tweeted Indian 
American council member Kshama Sawant, 
who introduced the legislation. 

“Now we need to build a movement to 
spread this victory around the country.” The 
city council of Seattle, in the northwest state of 
Washington, voted 6-1 in favor of the ban, 
which applies to employment, housing, public 
transport and retail establishments. 

India’s Hindu caste system, which dates 
back thousands of years, divides society into a 
rigid hereditary hierarchy based on a belief in 
so-called upper-caste purity, with Dalits on 
the lowest rung facing discrimination and even 
violence. Activists say caste-based discrimina-
tion has followed the South Asian diaspora to 
the United States. 

“Caste discrimination doesn’t only take 
place in other countries. It is faced by South 
Asian American and other immigrant working 
people in their workplaces, including in the 
tech sector, in Seattle and in cities around the 
country,” said Sawant, when her office intro-
duced the legislation in January. “With over 
167,000 people from South Asia living in 
Washington, largely concentrated in the 
Greater Seattle area, the region must address 
caste discrimination, and not allow it to remain 
invisible and unaddressed,” she said. —AFP 
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As for workers in the public sector, they will be 

treated in public hospitals temporarily according to 
the fees they are also transferred for treatment at pri-
vate hospitals,” the ministry said. 

The health ministry has also announced it has 
overcome the crisis over shortages of medicine that 
citizens and residents have been suffering from in the 
last two months, as the most critical medicines have 
been secured and new batches will arrive next month. 
“There is no shortage of vital medicines. They are 
currently being dispensed to a wide range of patients 
daily, as the necessary financial budget has been 
allocated to purchase the required medicines 
through direct contracts with manufacturers as well 
as through agents, with the knowledge of the Audit 

Bureau, Bureau of Financial Controllers and the reg-
ulatory authorities in Kuwait,” it said. 

“The medicine shortage crisis will not be repeat-
ed. The ministry was not the cause of the crisis, which 
was related to problems facing international compa-
nies and local situations, as companies could not ful-
fill the needs of the market. The budget has increased 
from KD 490 million last year to KD 520 million this 
year,” sources revealed to Kuwait Times. 

“The ministry has provided new medical stores to 
support the current medical warehouses. It is head-
ing to establish a medical warehouse for medicines in 
each governorate. Moreover, the ministry has granted 
licenses to companies to establish medicine factories 
in Kuwait in cooperation with competent ministries, 
but these companies have not yet taken the executive 
steps to establish these factories,” sources said. 
“Licenses were granted to international companies to 
start producing medicines through their factories in 
Kuwait,” they added, expecting these steps will con-
tribute significantly to providing medicines through-
out the year at reasonable prices. 

MoH has no 
plans to cancel...

Airfares jump 
200% during... 
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Director of the Operational Lines Network 

Planning and Distribution Department at Kuwait 
Airways Shoroq Al-Awadhi told KUNA prices of 
flight tickets of all airlines are in demand locally and 
internationally. The most demanded destinations cur-
rently on Kuwait Airways are Turkey, GCC countries 
and relatively close countries to Kuwait due to the 

short holiday, added Awadhi, noting passengers fly-
ing on Kuwait Airways have increased since the 
addition of new destinations and increasing its flights. 

In a similar statement to KUNA, Director of Al-
Maktab travel agency Nassib Adnan said the num-
ber of people desiring to travel during the national 
holidays have increased to reach 90 percent, along-
side a significant increase in aifares to several desti-
nations. Tourism specialist Kamal Kabsha told 
KUNA demand for tickets to London, Cairo, 
Riyadh, Jeddah and Dubai during the national holi-
days have exceeded expectations, noting that the 
demand for Istanbul has declined after the recent 
earthquake. — KUNA 

10 Palestinians 
killed in Zionist... 
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Troops withdrew from the city after three 

hours, an AFP journalist said. 
The Palestinian Red Crescent Society said its 

medics had treated 250 cases of tear gas inhala-
tion and dozens of gunshot wounds. The Arab 
League said the raid amounted to a “heinous 
crime”. “The occupation authorities and the far-
right (Zionist) government are responsible for this 
horrible massacre,” said Saeed Abu Ali, the Arab 
League’s assistant secretary-general for 
Palestinian affairs. 

The latest deadly Zionist incursion follows an 
appeal by the United Nations Middle East peace 
envoy, Tor Wennesland, for the violence to be 
halted as an “urgent priority”. “We have seen omi-

nous signs of what awaits if we fail to address the 
current instability,” he told the UN Security 
Council on Monday. 

Meanwhile, United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on Wednesday called for an end 
to Zionist settlements in occupied Palestinian 
lands. The Zionist entity’s rightwing government 
has in recent weeks faced intense international 
criticism, including from the United States, over a 
decision to give retroactive permission to multiple 
settlement outposts in the occupied West Bank 
and to build new homes. 

And on Monday, the UN Security Council’s 15 
members expressed “dismay” over the plans. “Each 
new settlement is another roadblock on the path to 
peace,” the UN chief told the body’s Committee on 
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People. “All settlement activity is illegal 
under international law. It must stop,” Guterres 
said, adding that “incitement to violence is a dead 
end. Nothing justifies terrorism. Our immediate pri-
ority must be to prevent further escalation, reduce 
tensions and restore calm,” he said. He noted, “the 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory is at 

Student stabs 
teacher to death 
at French school 
 
SAINT-JEAN-DE-LUZ, France: A teenage pupil 
stabbed to death a teacher in the middle of a lesson 
at a school in southwest France on Wednesday, the 
regional prosecutor said. The teacher of Spanish, 
52, was teaching a class at the school in the seaside 
town of Saint-Jean-de-Luz when the 16-year-old 
attacked her with a knife, the prosecutor said. 

“I didn’t see him get up but I saw him in front of 
the teacher,” fellow classmate Ines, 16, told 
reporters. “He was very calm. He got closer to her 
and plunged a big knife into her chest without say-
ing anything,” she added. The teacher was given 
emergency aid at the scene, but Bayonne prosecu-
tor Jerome Bourrier told AFP she died of her 
wounds. The pupil was arrested and a murder inves-
tigation has been opened, he added. 

A source close to the case said that, by the time 
the police arrived on the scene at around 9:50 am, 
the attacker had been disarmed and other pupils 
isolated. He had been carrying a blade some 10 cm 
long, they added. The pupil seemed to have acted in 
a “moment of madness”, rather than on any “terror-
ist motive” or “resentment”, the source said. Ines, 
who witnessed the attack, said she did not really 

know the teenager. “We’re just in Spanish class 
together. But there had never been a problem 
between him and the teacher in class,” she said. 

The school, Saint-Thomas d’Aquin, is a private 
and Catholic-based establishment close to the cen-
tre of Saint-Jean-de-Luz, which in summer is one of 
France’s best loved resorts on the sandy Basque 
country coast. The teacher had long taught at the 
school and was “conscientious”, a representative 
from the FEP-CFDT teachers’ union said. 

By lunchtime, pupils had started to leave the 
premises after being confined to their classrooms 
for around two hours after the incident. Anxious 
parents were waiting for them but only those par-
ents of the class where the stabbing happened were 
allowed to enter the school, an AFP reporter said. 
France’s Education Minister Pap Ndiaye said he was 
“extremely upset” by the death of the teacher. All 
schools would observe a minute of silence for her 
on Thursday afternoon at 3:00 pm, he told the press 
outside the school. 

Government spokesman Olivier Veran said he 
could “barely imagine the trauma that this repre-
sents at a local level and more generally on a 
national scale”. The BFM television channel said 
that the attacker had locked the classroom door and 
stabbed the teacher in the chest. The channel quot-
ed a source as saying that the boy then told another 
teacher that a “voice” had told him to carry out the 
action. The investigation was to seek to determine 
his psychological state and motives. No details have 
been released concerning his background. — AFP 


