
UNITED NATIONS: The UN General Assembly
meets Wednesday, two days ahead of the anniver-
sary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, with Kyiv and
its allies hoping to garner broad support for a reso-
lution calling for a “just and lasting peace.”

The draft resolution, sponsored by some 60
countries, is to be voted on after the close of
debate-not expected until at least Thursday. The
text “underscores the need to reach, as soon as
possible, a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in
Ukraine in line with the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations.”

Like previous resolutions, it reaffirms the UN’s
“commitment to the sovereignty, independence, uni-
ty and territorial integrity of Ukraine” and calls for
an immediate cessation of hostilities. The text, which
unlike a Security Council resolution would not cre-
ate a binding law, demands Russia “immediately,
completely and unconditionally withdraw all of its
military forces from the territory of Ukraine.”

Kyiv hopes to garner the support of at least as
many nations as in October, when 143 countries
voted for a resolution condemning the annexation
of several Ukrainian territories by Russia. To that
end, Ukraine stopped pushing for the immediate
inclusion of President Volodymyr Zelensky’s 10-
point peace plan which he presented in November,
according to diplomatic sources.

“I think we have come up with a text which really
tries to gather the international community, tries to
be as cohesive and as positive as possible,” said one
European diplomat. A year after the invasion of
Ukraine, it will also be a message to Russia that “it
cannot achieve its objectives through force”, the
diplomat added, hoping that if Moscow “feels iso-
lated, at a certain point the pressure will be too
strong to be resisted.”

‘Symbolic’ 
The days-long debate on the resolution, which

will feature a host of ministers visiting New York,
including US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, is
set to begin Wednesday at 3:00 pm local time
(2000 GMT). On Tuesday, Russian President
Vladimir Putin vowed to “systematically” continue
his offensive in Ukraine, in an anti-Western speech
reminiscent of the Cold War.

As some countries in the global South express
weariness that the North is overly focused on the
conflict, US ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield
argued that supporting peace in Ukraine “is not
somehow about choosing between the United
States and Russia,” but “defending the charter” of
the UN. China is also growing worried that the
conflict may spiral out of control, and has indicated
that it wants to present a proposal soon to find a

“political solution” to the war. China and others,
notably India, have abstained during the series of
UN votes on Ukraine.

“If Kyiv won’t talk about peace, there is a risk
that the BRICS countries will start to say Ukraine is
the real obstacle to peace,” said International Crisis
Group analyst Richard Gowan, referring to Brazil,
India, China and South Africa.

“That is why the US and EU were keen to get
references to a cessation of hostilities in this week’s
text,” he told AFP. That “cessation of hostiles” is
accompanied by a stipulation that Russia withdraw
its troops, since a simple ceasefire could be just a
lull allowing Russia to regroup, diplomats noted.

If the resolution is mainly “symbolic,” Gowan
said, it will have the merit of underlining Russia’s
isolation, and “undermines Putin’s pretensions to be
leading some grand anti-Western coalition.” The
General Assembly has voted on three resolutions
voicing opposition to the Russian invasion over the
past year, with each receiving between 140 and 143
votes in favor. Five countries have systematically
voting against-Russia, Belarus, Syria, North Korea
and Eritrea, with fewer than 40 abstaining. A fourth
resolution in April sought to suspend Russia from
the UN Human Rights Council, and while successful,
it received less support. Only 93 votes were in favor,
24 against and 58 abstentions. — AFP
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Germany expels Iran 
diplomats over dual 
citizen death penalty
BERLIN: Germany said Wednesday that it was
expelling two diplomats from the Iranian
embassy in Berlin in response to the death sen-
tence an Iranian court handed down against an
Iranian-German national.

After the death penalty verdict Tuesday
against Jamshid Sharmahd, German Foreign
Minister Annalena Baerbock said in a statement
that Berlin was “declaring two Iranian embassy
staff members to be persona non grata” and
“ordering them to leave Germany”.

A ministry spokesman said later the Iranians
would have “a few days” to quit the country.
Chancellor Olaf Scholz condemned “in the
strongest terms” the verdict against Sharmahd,
who supporters say was abducted abroad and
forcibly returned to Iran for a show trial.

“The Iranian regime is fighting its own peo-
ple in every way possible and shows no
respect for human rights,” he tweeted, calling
on Tehran to reverse the “unacceptable” death
penalty ruling. Baerbock summoned Iran’s
charge d’affaires over the case and called for
Sharmahd to be given “a fair appeal based on
the rule of law”.

The German foreign minister has been at the
forefront of Western voices condemning
Tehran’s bloody crackdown on demonstrations
and its executions of anti-government protest-
ers. The Tehran Revolutionary Court convicted
Sharmahd, 67, in connection with the deadly
bombing of a mosque in 2008, the judiciary’s
Mizan Online website reported.

Iranian authorities announced in August
2020 that Sharmahd, who is also a US resi-
dent, was arrested in what they described as a
“complex operation” without specifying how,
where or when he was seized. His family says
he was kidnapped by the Iranian security
services while in transit in Dubai and then
brought to Iran.

His daughter Gazelle Sharmahd insisted
Wednesday on his innocence and called on
EU countries to ratchet up the pressure to
save him. European governments “should use
all the means in their political arsenal-each
and every one of them,” she told AFP. “It
needs heroic measures right now. It needs
extreme measures.” Baerbock had condemned
the ruling on Tuesday as “absolutely unac-
ceptable” and promised a “strong reaction” to
the decision, resulting in Wednesday’s expul-
sion order. “Not only is the death penalty cru-
el, inhuman and degrading, but Jamshid
Sharmahd has never had anything approach-
ing a fair trial,” she said. — AFP

KYIV: A wounded Ukrainian serviceman and his girlfriend walk past national flags each of which symbolizing the dead serviceman set at Independence Square in Kyiv
on February 22, 2023, two days before the first anniversary of the Russian invasion to Ukraine. —AFP

‘IS bride’ loses
bid to restore
UK citizenship
LONDON: A woman stripped of her British
citizenship after travelling to Syria as a
teenager to marry an Islamic State group
fighter on Wednesday lost her legal battle to
reverse the decision. The ruling from Judge
Robert Jay means that Shamima Begum, 23,
cannot return to the UK from her current
home in a refugee camp in northern Syria.

While the court determined that it was
for the minister to make the decision, it also
said that some of Begum’s arguments had
merit. Begum was aged 15 when she left her
east London home for Syria with two
school friends in 2015. While there, she
married an IS fighter and had three chil-
dren, none of whom survived.

In February 2019, she said she was left
stateless when Britain’s then interior minister
Sajid Javid revoked her British citizenship on
national security grounds after she was
found in the Syrian camp. A UK tribunal
ruled in 2020 that she was not stateless
because she was “a citizen of Bangladesh by
descent” at the time the decision was made
by virtue of her Bangladeshi mother.

“No protection’ 
The UK Supreme Court last year

refused Begum permission to enter the UK
to fight her citizenship case. She subse-
quently took her case to the Special
Immigration Appeals Commission (SIAC),
which ruled on Wednesday.

In rejecting her appeal, Jay said “under
our constitutional settlement these sensitive
issues are for the secretary of state to evalu-
ate and not for the commission”. There was,
however, “considerable force” in Begum’s

arguments and that Javid’s conclusion that
she had travelled voluntarily to Syria “is as
stark as it is unsympathetic”, he added.

“Further, there is some merit in the argu-
ment that those advising the secretary of
state see this as a black and white issue,
when many would say that there are shades
of grey,” he added. Gareth Peirce and Daniel
Furner, lawyers representing Begum, said
the ruling meant “there is now no protection
for a British child trafficked out of the UK”.

They added that “every possible avenue
to challenge this decision will be urgently
pursued”. The interior ministry said it was
“pleased that the court has found in favour
of the government’s position”. Begum
could now appeal the decision by the
Special Immigration Appeals Commission
in the Court of Appeal.

Trafficking claims 
The 23-year-old is one of hundreds of

Europeans whose fate has challenged gov-
ernments following the 2019 collapse of the
Islamist extremists’ self-styled caliphate.
Lawyer Samantha Knights, representing
Begum, told the five-day SIAC hearing last
November that her client had been “influ-
enced” along with her friends by a “deter-
mined and effective” IS group “propaganda
machine”. There was “overwhelming” evi-
dence she had been “recruited, transported,
transferred, harboured and received in Syria
for the purposes of ‘sexual exploitation’ and
‘marriage’ to an adult male”, she added in
written submissions.

James Eadie, representing the govern-
ment, said Javid had “properly considered”
all the factors before making his decision.
The case was about “national security”, not
trafficking, he argued. Amnesty International
called the ruling “very disappointing”.

“The power to banish a citizen like this
simply shouldn’t exist in the modern world,”
said Amnesty International UK’s refugee
and migrant rights director Steve Valdez-

Symonds. “Shamima Begum had lived all
her life in the UK right up to the point she
was lured to Syria as an impressionable 15-
year-old,” he added.

The UK has government successfully
argued that under Bangladeshi law, a UK
national born to a Bangladeshi parent is
automatically a Bangladeshi citizen, but
Dhaka said that was not the case for Begum.

Under the Bangladeshi “blood line”
law, nationality and citizenship lapse
when a person reaches the age of 21
unless they make efforts to retain it, which
Begum has not done. She was aged 19
when the decision was made.

Begum’s apparent lack of remorse in ini-
tial interviews drew outrage, but she has
since expressed regret for her actions and
sympathy for IS victims. In a documentary
last year, she said that on arrival in Syria
she quickly realised that IS was “trapping
people” to boost the caliphate’s numbers
and “look good”. —AFP

LONDON: File photo shows Renu, eldest
sister of missing British girl Shamima
Begum, holding a picture of her sister
Shamima, while being interviewed by the
media in central London. —AFP


