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“War makes thieves and peace hangs 
them.” - George Herbert. It seems 
things are not easy in the war 

Russia launched against Ukraine for both sides, yet 
it seems that the Ukrainians found some air to 
breath despite the Russian military pressure and 
striking force. “The task of the government is not 
only to pour honey into a cup, but sometimes to 
give bitter medicine,” Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said.  

I think here about the meaning of bitter medi-
cine Putin means. Is, for example, the war in 
Ukraine a bitter medicine? Are the Ukrainians like 
those who are disobedient or lagged behind the 
flock? There are those who spoke and confirmed 
according to their analysis that the war in Ukraine 
is only the first step on the road of reuniting the 
Soviet Union republics, which became part of con-
temporary history. 

Here we pause and wonder - is there any failure 
(I could not find a clearer word than this) so far to 
have decisive control, as he could not even take 
over the capital Kyiv. Does he have the ability to go 
far and expand more comprehensively? The situa-
tion on the ground gives a decisive answer, that the 
Russian ability to decide matters is not clear so far, 
and also it is clear that the decision making strate-
gy was not correct in organizing the war or the 
steps of invasion. 

The West’s stand of applying pressure on 
Russia is still effective, at least economically, and 
the game of using Russian gas and taking advan-
tage of winter has not shown its benefits so far. I 
am speaking about the more comprehensive shape 
of this direction. It seems that the alternatives are 
playing an integral role in meeting winter gas 
needs and the influence of Russian gas became 
much lesser than expected. 

The Budapest memo was signed in 1994, in 
which the Russian Federation pledged to respect 
Ukrainian borders in exchange of Kyiv giving up its 
nuclear arsenal that was inherited from the Soviet 
Union in favor of Russia. The action of the 
Ukrainian leadership then lacked strategic vision, 
which allowed for Ukraine to be invaded by that 
state with which it signed an agreement. In politics, 
your good intentions should not lead you all the 
time, as the smart politician should see with 10 
eyes and hear with 20 ears. 

Be generous, as generosity is one of the appre-
ciated ethical virtues, but to voluntarily give up 
your strategic power to another country? Because 
here we are facing something that has nothing to 
do with the virtue of generosity. 

Anyhow, indirect Western involvement in the 
war on the side of Ukraine made it difficult for 
the ruler of Moscow to win the war. I believe the 
matter may need a longer time than what we 
imagine, and may bring several items that were 
not mentioned so far, even if they are still in the 
books of political analyses. War is not easy to get 
into, and very difficult to get out of without 
blood and fire and possibly disturbing conces-
sions. The road from the Caesar’s capital 
Moscow to Kyiv, which is one of the four cities 
that were described as “heroic” during the Soviet 
era, is still bloodied and crowded with the bodies 
of those killed in an unwinnable war.
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KUWAIT: The Turkish Embassy held a press con-
ference on Wednesday on the recent devastating 
earthquake in  Turkey. Turkish Ambassador to 
Kuwait Tuba Nur Sonmez praised the support of HH 
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the ministry of 
foreign affairs, saying Turkey is grateful for the 
copious amounts of Kuwaiti aid that has flowed into 
the regions affected by the quake. 

The Turkish ambassador thanked Kuwait for the 
humanitarian and timely response to the earthquake 
that struck Turkey and Syria. “We have appreciated 
the support of Kuwait and the search teams, who 
were one the first teams to help the victims of the 
earthquake,” noting that more than 20 Kuwaiti NGOs 
donated to Turkey. 

The ambassador praised the “Kuwait by Your Side” 
campaign that was livestreamed on Kuwait TV and col-
lected more than KD 20 million for the victims of the 
earthquake, pointing out that a similar campaign was 
organized in Turkey. Sonmez revealed Kuwait sent sev-
eral planes carrying tons of relief, adding one was head-
ing to Turkey on Wednesday. Turkish Airlines cargo is 
helping in transferring aid from all over the world amid 
ongoing efforts to ensure the aid effectively reaches 
those most in need, she said. 

Sonmez said the earthquakes have affected a vast 
area with a total population of 13.5 million people in 10 
provinces. The Turkish parliament has declared a three-
month state of emergency in those provinces. 

According to the latest information received from the 
ministry of health, a total of 42,310 citizens lost their 
lives and 105,505 are injured. 

“The Turkish state mobilized all its emergency 
response capabilities. These ongoing rescue efforts in 
quake-stricken areas have been complemented by 
international support. Many governments, including 
Kuwait, dispatched medical/rescue personnel, funds 
and equipment. We are coordinating incoming inter-
national aid,” she said. 

The total number of personnel working in the field 
in affected areas is over 250,000, including volunteers. 
As of today, 102 countries have offered assistance, and 
3,200 foreign search and rescue personnel from many 
countries are on the ground. Except for 
Kahramanmaras and Hatay, search and rescue efforts 
have been completed, and foreign search and rescue 

personnel have started to leave. As for the ministry of 
foreign affairs, the ambassador said they activated the 
coordination and support center, which has four coor-
dinating ambassadors and 20 staff. “We have assigned 
four ambassadors and two staff to the disaster and 
emergency management authority coordination center. 
We have 13 coordinating ambassadors and 17 ministry 
staff in the disaster region (Hatay, Gaziantep, Adana, 
Adiyaman, Kahramanmaras, Kilis and Sanliurfa). Our 
Istanbul, Antalya, Gaziantep and Edirne representation 

offices are also involved. Our staff at Istanbul Airport 
work on a 24/7 basis,” she said. 

“We have activated emergency response mecha-
nisms of NATO, EU and UN. Our missions abroad 
coordinate in-kind and in-cash assistance and dona-
tions. The flags at our missions were at half-mast and 
condolence books were open until February 12. We 
received messages of condolences and support from 
all over the world. Our president spoke with many 
world leaders,” Sonmez added.

‘We appreciate the support of Kuwait and the search teams’

Quake-hit Turkey thanks Amir,  
Kuwaitis for their generosity

Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Tuba Nur Sonmez addresses Kuwaiti media.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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32 years ago, Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq unjustly 
invaded Kuwait, imposing 
the horrors of war upon 
the peace-loving state of 
Kuwait. International out-
rage and action followed, 
reflected in the seminal 
comment by American 
President George HW 
Bush declaring that “this 
aggression will not stand.” 
People everywhere saw 
Kuwaitis suffering under 
the authoritarian regime 
Saddam Hussein created 
in this proud, prosperous country - echoes that we 
see today in Russia’s unjust invasion of Ukraine.  

The world reacted, first through diplomatic 
means, the UN Security Council and the Arab 
League passed resolutions condemning the inva-
sion, setting withdrawal deadlines, and authoriz-
ing “all necessary means to uphold and imple-
ment” a pre-invasion peace. In the United States, 
our President George HW Bush spoke to 
Congress and across the airwaves to al l 
Americans, urging us to see that our nation must 
“stand up for what’s right and condemn what’s 
wrong, all in the cause of peace.”  

From around the world, a coalition of 38 
nations heard the cry of Kuwaitis and united in 
cause to end the invasion and restore your 
rightful independence as a people and as a 
nation. President Bush was clear when deploy-
ing forces - we do not seek conflict, but we will 
stand by our friends in the Arab Gulf.  For six 
months, the people of Kuwait struggled under 
the authoritarian rule of Saddam Hussein - lim-
its on free expression and assembly, and tens of 
thousands in detention.  

Over 42 days of fierce fighting by brave coali-

tion forces across the land, air and sea, Hussein’s 
military was expelled from Kuwait. But all 
throughout the occupation, Kuwaiti soldiers and 
civilians alike resisted. These men and women of 
incredible valor fought with all available means 
against a tyrant and his regime. It has been a par-
ticular honor to meet members of the resistance, 
and former prisoners of war during our time in 
Kuwait. Ultimately, independence was restored, 
and the 700 fires lit in Kuwaiti oil wells by those 
retreating forces were soon extinguished. 

The 1991 invasion of Kuwait feels like genera-
tions ago, and over the decades the world has 
changed immensely, particularly Kuwait, providing 
a remarkable lens through which to reflect on the 
Kuwaiti and US partnership. Since the war, there 
is a tangible sense of appreciation for the service 
of Kuwaiti security and military service members. 
US Service Members fortunate to serve as guests 
in your country see a strong and independent 
nation: a nation of high international standing that 
honors the foundations of Kuwaiti society - 
Justice, Freedom, and Equality.  

Now, in supporting those foundations, women 
have joined the ranks. Here, we regularly see 
female Kuwaitis serving alongside male counter-
parts across the government, reshaping national 
conversations and bringing diverse perspectives 
and experiences forward. In this and countless 
ways, Kuwait has risen high from 1991’s libera-
tion. I see in Kuwait a strong sense of cohesive 
identity, ministries coordinate with each other, 
each invested in the other’s success. Politics and 
economics, l i festyles and culture have al l 
changed. But what has not changed is the need 
for stability and security within Kuwait as well as 
across the wider region. 

The lessons that the US and Kuwait learned 
side-by-side 32 years ago echo through time to 
today and tomorrow. It is obvious in the work we 
do at US Military bases every day as implemen-
tor of the Defense Cooperation Agreement 
between our two nations. When our soldiers 
coordinate and train together from large scale 
maneuvers and training events to physical fitness 
competitions - we enjoy working, training, and 
learning from each other, reinforcing the fact that 
we are better, together. 

From handshakes to a shared meal, we continue 
to reinforce a sincere trust forged by our prede-
cessors first in war and now as partners. The 
Kuwait Military plays a critical role in ensuring 

that stability. The US trusts in its partner in 
defense to help uphold this stability, ensuring a 
prosperity we enjoy today, decades after the 1991 
invasion. Every day, I see the American flag flying 
outside my window. Right next to it, not above it, 
not below it, but side by side, stands the flag of 
Kuwait. In it, I see a proud nation I have the pleas-
ure to call home. In the same way, every day I see 
Kuwaiti soldiers and civilians alike working side 
by side with American Service Members.  

There is an unsaid, yet certain understanding 
that we are stronger together. It reminds me of 
strength in unity, a lesson forged in war and rein-
forced in peace. Day in day out, seeing our flags 
waving together outside our offices, and our people 
working together, I know that our relationship will 
only grow stronger day by day, month by month, 
year by year. Through whatever trials and tribula-
tions may come, our relationship will stand proudly, 
resolute, like these two flags in the wind. 

We are reminded of Kuwait’s struggle for lib-
erty 32 years ago this week, reaffirmed by the US 
presence here every year since. Echoes of the 
1991 war are seen today in headlines around the 
world as Ukraine fights for its own survival 
where an aggressor makes claims to land, its 
people, to an entire nation. Once again, people 
stand up as one and shout back, “Not today.” 
Freedom will survive because good people, men 
and women, young and old, of any nationality 
fight for it. On the anniversary of Liberation Day, 
Camp Arifjan and Camp Buehring, American sol-
diers and the United States government offers its 
sincere congratulations in our everlasting bond 
of friendship and partnership.

Brig Gen Fahad Alotaibi, commander of Office of Military 
Cooperation, honoring Colonel Martin Wohlgemuth.

Colonel Martin 
Wohlgemuth

Global women’s  
summit highlights  
key role in society  

 
ABU DHABI: The Global Summit of Women con-
tinued Wednesday shedding light on the key role of 
women in their societies. Today’s program includes 
several sessions in which some female figures took 
part and spoke about their role and experiences in 
their societies. Of those sessions was the ‘role of 
women on boosting economy and sustainability’. 
The conferees spoke about the importance of circu-
lar economy as an innovative approach to interna-
tional development and a system on the effective-
ness of addressing global challenges.  

Some other figures stressed the significant role 
of women in several fields during the other sessions. 
Meanwhile, Sheikha Naeema Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah represented Kuwaiti Women in the sum-
mit where she lauded Tuesday Kuwaiti women’s role 
and their participation in varied domains in order to 
achieve sustainable growth and keep pace with the 
economic, social and political variations.  

The summit kicked off in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday 
under the patronage of Sheikha Fatima bint 
Mubarak, Chairwoman of Society of the General 
Women’s Union (GWU), President of the Supreme 

Council for Motherhood and Childhood and 
Supreme Chairwoman of the Family Development 
Foundation (FDF).  

Sheikha Naeema praised Kuwaiti women’s role 
through their participation in different fields, 
achieving sustainable growth and to keep pace with 
the economic, social and political variations. This 
came in a statement by Sheikha Naeema to KUNA, 
on the sidelines of the inauguration of Women 

Global Summit 2023 in Abu Dhabi, where she rep-
resented Kuwaiti women.  

It is not strange that Sheikha Fatima bint 
Mubarak sponsored this summit, noted Sheikha 
Naeema, adding that she is the main supporter of 
Emirati women. The summit, which is being run 
under the theme “Role of Female Leaders in Peace 
Building, Social Integration and Driving Prosperity”, 
will continue until Wednesday. — KUNA

Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak speaks during the summit.


