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S p o r t s

LONDON: Roger Federer described his tennis 
career as a “perfect journey” despite being denied a 
fairytale ending with a doubles defeat at the Laver 
Cup early on Saturday alongside Rafael Nadal. The 
20-time Grand Slam champion has not played since 
the 2021 Wimbledon quarter-finals because of a 
knee injury and last week announced his retirement 
aged 41. 

The Swiss showed glimpses of his old silky self 
in the match against Team World’s Frances Tiafoe 
and Jack Sock at London’s O2 arena despite his 
long period of enforced inaction. Playing with long-
time friend and rival Nadal, the two former world 
number ones won the first set to the delight of a 
feverish, partisan crowd, but the Americans rallied 
to win 4-6, 7-6 (7/2), 11-9. 

The result meant Team Europe were locked at 2-
2 with Team World at the end of the opening day of 
the Ryder Cup-style event. “We’ll get through this 
somehow, will we? Right?” Federer said with a 
cracked voice during an emotional post-match fare-
well on court. “I’m happy, I’m not sad. It feels great 
to be here and I enjoyed tying my shoes one more 
time. Everything was the last time. The match was 
great, I couldn’t be happier. It’s been wonderful.” 

 
‘Thank you’  

Federer has enjoyed a storied rivalry with Spain’s 
Nadal, 36, over nearly two decades-together they 
have won 42 Grand Slam singles titles in a golden 

era for the men’s game. But in a match that started 
late Friday they were on the same side of the net in 
a fitting farewell for Federer, who turned profes-
sional nearly a quarter of a century ago. There was 
a huge roar and standing ovation as the Swiss great 
and Nadal came onto the black court, dressed in 
blue shirts and white shorts, both wearing white 
headbands. Both doubles pairings held serve fairly 
comfortably at the start of the match, with cries of 
“Let’s go Roger, let’s go” breaking out at 3-3. 

Federer and Nadal seized on their first break 
point in the 10th game, winning the first set when 
Sock netted with a backhand to huge cheers. The 
Americans leveled the match by taking the second 
set tie-break with ease. In a nerve-shredding match 
tie-break, Federer was unable to serve out for the 
match at 9-8, with Tiafoe and Sock winning the 
next three points to emerge victorious. 

The Swiss was overcome with emotion after-
wards, hugging teammate Nadal and waving to the 
crowd. “Playing with Rafa on the same team, and 
having the guys, everybody here, all the legends... 
thank you,” said Federer, who was joined by his 
parents, wife Mirka and their four children. “It does 
feel like a celebration to me,” he added. “I wanted to 
feel like this at the end and it is exactly what I 
hoped for, so thank you. It has been a perfect jour-
ney and I would do it all over again.” 

Nadal, who was also visibly emotional, said it 
had been difficult to handle the intensity of the 

occasion. “For me, it has been a huge honour to be a 
part of this amazing moment of the history of our 
sport, and at the same 
time a lot of years 
sharing a lot of 
t h i n g s 
together,” said 
the Spaniard. 
“When Roger 
leaves the tour an 
important part of 
my life is leaving 
too.” The six-strong 
Team Europe also 
includes Novak 
Djokovic and Andy 
Murray-the other two 
members of the so-called 
“Big Four” who have 
dominated the men’s 
game for so many 
years. 

 
Federer leaves 

‘void’  
Italy’s Matteo 

Berrettini will take 
Federer’s place over 
the weekend as an 
alternate, with the 

Swiss great opting 
not to play singles 

matches. Europe have 
won all four previous 

editions of the Laver Cup 
and took a 2-0 lead after 
the opening session in 
London, courtesy of wins 
for Norway’s Casper 
Ruud and Greece’s 
Stefanos Tsitsipas. 
Tsitsipas shrugged off a 
dramatic on-court pro-
test by a demonstrator 

who set his own arm 
ablaze to protest the use 

of private jets to beat 
Argentina’s Diego 

Schwartzman 6-2, 6-1. In the 
evening session Murray lost a 

gruelling encounter to Alex de 
Minaur 5-7, 6-3, 10-7 before all eyes 
turned to Federer. 

The Swiss is leaving the stage 19 
years after winning his first Grand Slam 
title at Wimbledon in 2003. He retires 
with a men’s record of eight Wimbledon 
crowns, 103 titles overall and more than 
$130 million in prize money, all won with a 
game defined by a rare elegance and 

Roger Federer:  
Enfant terrible to  
saintly global icon 
 
 
PARIS: From racquet-smashing enfant terrible with a 
bad attitude and ill-advised ponytail to universally 
respected role model and modern icon, Roger Federer 
has attained almost saintly status. More than 19 years 
after winning his first Grand Slam title at Wimbledon 
in 2003, which set him on the road to being acclaimed 
as the greatest player of all time, Federer in the early 
hours of Saturday bade farewell to tennis. He was 
unable to finish with a victory, losing his doubles 
match for Team Europe at the Laver Cup alongside 
long-time rival Rafael Nadal. At the age of 41 and try-
ing to recover from a third knee surgery in 18 months, 

the great Swiss has bowed to the inevitable march of 
time. 

He leaves the sport with 20 Grand Slams, including 
eight Wimbledons, 103 titles and more than $130 mil-
lion in prize money alone, all driven by a rare grace, 
laser precision and a signature one-handed backhand. 
Self-confidence was never an issue-who else could 
have walked on to Wimbledon Centre Court sporting 
a bespoke cream blazer with an embroidered crest? 
The artistry associated with the Swiss brought him a 
global legion of fans bedecked in ‘RF’ hats and gave 
him an aura that few attain. A columnist once 
famously even penned a gushing article headlined 
“Federer as Religious Experience”. 

 
Number one  

Federer also held the world number one spot for 
310 weeks, including 237 consecutive weeks between 
February 2004 and August 2008. His net worth was 
estimated in 2019 at $450 million and such is the 
cash-register recognition of the Federer brand that in 
2018, he penned a 10-year, $300 million deal with 

clothing manufacturer Uniqlo. He was 36 at the time. 
In his prime, Federer left opponents bamboozled. “I 
threw the kitchen sink at him but he went to the bath-
room and got his tub,” sighed an exhausted Andy 
Roddick after losing the 2004 Wimbledon final. 

Off court, however, he is Federer the family man, 
the father of two sets of twins, Myla Rose and 
Charlene Riva and Leo and Lenny with wife Mirka, a 
former player he met at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney. 
His path to super-stardom was not always so settled. 
As a talented young player, Federer’s hair-trigger 
temper threatened to stunt his progress. “I had a 
tough time getting my act together out on court, try-
ing to behave properly. For me that was a big deal,” 
he admitted. 

At just 19, Federer famously defeated personal 
hero Pete Sampras at the 2001 Wimbledon tourna-
ment. Twelve months later, however, Federer exited 
Wimbledon in the first round. It took a personal 
tragedy for him to press the reset button. Just before 
he turned 21, his coach and close friend from his form-

ative years, Peter Carter, was killed in a car crash in 
South Africa. From that point on, the multi-lingual 
Federer committed himself to winning in style, no 
longer consumed by his inner demons. 

 
Great rivals  

Born on August 8, 1981 in Basel, to Swiss father 
Robert and South African mother Lynette, Federer 
started playing tennis at eight. Turning pro in 1998, he 
won his first ATP title in Milan in 2001 and racked up 
trophies every year with the exception of 2016, 2020 
- when he played only the Australian Open-and 2021, 
another curtailed season. His first extended rest, to 
recover from a knee injury caused 
by running a bath for 
his two daughters, led 
to a 2017 renaissance, 
with a refreshed 
Federer winning an 18th 
major at the Australian Open. 
It was after the first of his 
Australian Open titles in 2004 that he 

claimed the world number one ranking 
for the first time. Federer has eight 
Wimbledons, six Australian Open titles, 
five US Opens and a single Roland 
Garros.  

He won 28 Masters, a 2008 Olympic 
doubles gold medal with close friend 

Stan Wawrinka and a Davis Cup vic-
tory for Switzerland in 2014. Had he 
not competed in the same era as 
Nadal, who has 22 majors, and 
Novak Djokovic, his trophy collec-
tion could have been more impres-

sive. Nadal, who has forged a close 
relationship with Federer, enjoyed a 24-
16 head-to-head advantage. Against 
Djokovic, with whom dealings were 
never as cordial as with the equally 
revered Nadal, Federer trailed 27-23. 
They shared history in 2019 when 
the Serb triumphed in the longest-
ever Wimbledon final of all time, 

just three minutes short of five 
hours. Heartbreakingly for 
Federer, he squandered two 
championship points. — AFP 

Tearful Federer bows out of  
tennis with Laver Cup defeat

Federer describes his career as ‘perfect journey’ 

Federer leaves with 20 Grand Slams, 
 including 8 Wimbledons, 103 titles and more 

than $130 million in prize money alone




