
LEIPZIG: A superb first-half stiletto kick from 
striker Adam Szalai gave Hungary a 1-0 away 
win over Germany at Leipzig’s Red Bull Arena 
on Friday. The win cemented Hungary’s position 
on top of the group standings, with the unbeaten 
side only needing a draw in their final match 
away against Italy to secure top spot. Hungary’s 
Italian coach Marco Rossi said after the game: 
“Adam Szalai deserves all the praise” for the 
team’s victory. “We can put a crown on our per-
formances with a match against the Italians. It 
will be a special match for me.” 

Playing his second-last game before retiring 
from international football, striker Szalai gave 
Hungary the lead after 17 minutes. Szalai, who 
plies his trade at Swiss side Basel after a career 
which took him to five different Bundesliga sides, 
won Hungary a corner, forcing an intervention 
from Real Madrid centre-back Antonio 
Ruediger. Leipzig midfielder boomeranged the 
corner goalwards, before Szalai skillfully clipped 
the ball into the net with his heel. 

Germany had just one chance in the first half 
when Bayern forward Thomas Mueller lept high 
to meet Leipzig wing-back David Raum’s cross, 
but the ball was headed directly at Hungary 
keeper Peter Gulacsi. Flick removed Munich for-
ward Serge Gnabry at half-time for West Ham 
right back Thilo Kehrer, with the Bayern for-
ward’s stuttering club form carrying through to 
the international arena. 

The change freed up Gladbach’s Jonas 
Hoffmann, who started at right back, into his 
familiar attacking midfielder position. The switch 
almost paid immediate dividends, with Hoffmann 
setting up Mueller to score an apparent equal-
izer, but the goal was correctly ruled out for a 
narrow offside against the Gladbach captain. 

Germany continued to grow into the game, 

with Bayern forward Joshua Kimmich, Germany’s 
best on the night, inches away from a long-range 
equaliser in the 60th minute. Despite the home 
side’s dominance in possession, Hungary 
remained dangerous on the counter, with only 
the fingertips of Germany goalkeeper Marc-
Andre ter Stegen stopping Martin Adam from 
doubling the visitors’ lead after 72 minutes. In 
the dying stages, Kimmich went close again with 
a skimming shot from the edge of the box on the 
86th-minute mark, but the ball bounced wide of 
the left-hand post. 

 
‘Lacked everything’  

The loss was Germany’s first under former 
Bayern manager Hansi Flick, who had won nine 
and drawn four of his previous 13 games in 
charge. Hoffman summed up his side’s perform-
ance simply after the game, saying Germany 
were “really shitty”. After the match, Flick put a 
positive spin on the poor result. “This doesn’t 
knock us down at all - we now know what it’s 
all about. This has opened our eyes,” Flick told 
German media after the game. “We played a 
very poor first half, we had very little courage. 
“It’s better to be annoyed now than at the 
World Cup.” 

Kimmich said his side’s first-half performance 
was not up to scratch. “In the first half, we didn’t 
perform and we lacked everything. We were far 
too slow in our passing game and made way too 
many mistakes.” In the other game in the group 
on Friday, Italy ensured England will finish their 
Nations League campaign in last place with a 
68th-minute goal from Giacomo Raspadori giv-
ing them a 1-0 home win over Gareth 
Southgate’s team. 

In another development, Gareth Southgate 
said he will take criticism from England fans 

after his team were beaten again by their Euro 
2020 conquerers Italy on Friday and relegated 
from the top division of the Nations League. 
The 1-0 defeat at the San Siro left England with 
no wins from five games in the competition and 
a worrying lack of goals with only one more 
match to play before they travel to Qatar for the 
World Cup. 

England have not scored a goal in open play 
in this season’s Nations League and Southgate 
was booed by a large section of the away sup-
port in Milan after the defeat which dumped 
them down to League B. “It’s really difficult to 
pinpoint why we’re not scoring, because I think 
we’re getting into the right areas,” Southgate 

told reporters. “We had the moments that we 
had in the past we just didn’t deliver the final 
piece of quality tonight. “I understand the reac-
tion at the end because that’s the results we’ve 
had in this competition and yeah it’s an under-
standable emotional reaction.” 

Southgate insisted he was not dispirited by a 
display in which England not only failed to score 
but struggled to create chances despite having 
talented attacking players like Harry Kane, Phil 
Foden and Raheem Sterling at his disposal. “It’s 
difficult for me to be too difficult of the perform-
ance, we had more possession, more shots, more 
shots on target, I think for large parts of the game 
we played very well,” said Southgate. — AFP  
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LEIPZIG: Germany’s goalkeeper Marc-Andre Ter Stegen (5th left) watches the ball flying into the back of 
the net as Hungary’s forward Adam Szalai (not in picture) scored the 0-1 goal during the UEFA Nations 
League football match between Germany and Hungary in Leipzig on September 23, 2022. — AFP  

Stunning Szalai strike gives  
Hungary win over Germany  

Southgate brushes off the boos after latest Italy defeat 

Celtics suspend coach  
for entire NBA season 

 
LOS ANGELES: The Boston Celtics suspended head coach 
Ime Udoka for the entire 2022-23 NBA season on Thursday for 
“violations of team policies.” “A decision about his future with 
the Celtics beyond this season will be made at a later date,” the 
team said in a statement. “The suspension takes effect immedi-
ately.” The Celtics did not specify what Udoka’s policy viola-
tions were. ESPN and The Athletic reported that the 45-year-
old Nigerian-American had a consensual relationship with a 
female member of the Celtics staff that broke the franchise’s 
code of conduct. 

The punishment, among the harshest ever issued to an NBA 
head coach, comes with the Celtics’ pre-season training camp 
due to open next week. In a statement obtained by ESPN, 
Udoka said he accepted the Celtics’ decision. “I want to apolo-
gize to our players, fans, the entire Celtics organization, and 
my family for letting them down,” Udoka said. “I am sorry for 
putting the team in this difficult situation, and I accept the 
team’s decision. 

“Out of respect for everyone involved, I will have no further 
comment.” Assistant coach Joe Mazzulla will step in as interim 
coach for the 2022-23 campaign, ESPN reported. Udoka’s top 
assistant last season, Will Hardy, departed in June to become 
coach of the Utah Jazz. Udoka replaced Brad Stevens as coach 
last season after Stevens was promoted to president of basket-
ball operations following the departure of Danny Ainge. 

Udoka played seven seasons in the NBA, the last four with 
San Antonio before his playing career ended in 2011. He had 
stints as an assistant coach with San Antonio, Philadelphia and 
Brooklyn before taking charge of the Celtics in June 2021 and 
had an impressive debut season. Under Udoka’s guidance 
Boston developed the top defense in the NBA and closed last 
season on a 28-7 run. They beat the star-studded Brooklyn Nets 
in the first round, then ousted the Milwaukee Bucks in seven 
games in the second round. 

They dispatched the Miami Heat in seven games in the 
Eastern Conference finals to reach the NBA Finals for the first 
time since 2010. They fell in six games to the Golden State 
Warriors in the championship series in June, but players were 

full of praise for Udoka. “When you have a coach who’s willing 
to hold you accountable, and not just you but everyone on the 
team the same way, that’s how you know you have the makings 
of a great coach who’s trying to get somewhere special,” 
Boston’s Marcus Smart said during the NBA Finals. 

The turmoil adds uncertainty to the upcoming Celtics’ cam-
paign after what had been an encouraging off-season that 
included the acquisition of Malcolm Brogdon and veteran free 
agent Danilo Gallinari. Gallinari tore a ligament in his left knee 
playing for Italy in a Basketball World Cup qualifier in August 
and will miss the season. Celtics Center Rob Williams is 
expected to miss the start of the season after knee surgery. The 
affair is also another scandal for the NBA as the October 18 start 
of the season approaches. 

Embattled Phoenix Suns owner Robert Sarver, banned for a 
year and fined $10 million by the NBA for racist misogynist 
remarks and workplace bullying, said Wednesday he will sell the 
Suns and the WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury. —AFP  

Liverpool’s fans to sue  
UEFA over Champions  
League fiasco 

 
LONDON: More than 1,700 Liverpool fans who allege 
they were injured or suffered psychological trauma as a 
result of the crowd chaos at this year’s Champions League 
final in Paris are to sue UEFA, lawyers said on Friday. 
European football governing body UEFA is facing group 
action following the showpiece match between Liverpool 
and Real Madrid in Paris on May 28. UEFA delayed kick-off 
by 35 minutes, citing “security issues”, with fans subjected 
to crushes, teargas and street crime. 

A French Senate inquiry contradicted initial assertions 
by UEFA and the French government that Liverpool fans 
had been mainly responsible for the trouble by not having 
proper tickets. The inquiry instead cited a “string of dys-
functions” including a lack of preparation by authorities 
and UEFA, as well as poorly executed security arrange-
ments. Liverpool law firm Bingham’s said clients had spoken 
of “terrifying scenes” at the Stade de France. 

Bingham’s has joined global law company Pogust 
Goodhead in a lawsuit for 1,450 clients alleging negligence, 
with Leigh Day, another law firm, also bringing a group action 
on behalf of 400 more fans. Lawyers said they planned to sue 
UEFA for breach of contract in ticket sales and negligence 
over a duty of care they had towards supporters, who were 
harmed both physically and mentally. Gerard Long of 
Binghams told the BBC: “As a life-long Liverpool fan, I was 
absolutely horrified when I heard how events unfolded at 
what should have been the highlight of the football season. 

“Not only fellow fans, but my friends, family and 
clients who were in attendance that day have spoken of 
the terrifying scenes that surrounded the Stade de France 
before, and even after, the game.” Liverpool have gath-
ered 8,500 testimonials from fans, as well as photographs 
and videos, to submit to an independent review commis-
sioned by UEFA. —AFP  

BOSTON: Head Coach Ime Udoka of the Boston Celtics reacts against 
the Miami Heat during the second quarter in Game Four of the 2022 
NBA Playoffs Eastern Conference Finals on May 23, 2022. — AFP 




