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DOHA: At a time when prickly questions are 
being asked about Qatar and its hosting of the 
World Cup, Khalifa Al-Haroon offers a smile, a 
sigh and a shrug as he seeks to explain its 
mysteries. Known to his growing number of 
followers as Mr Q, the 38-year-old has become 
a social media hit by partially lifting the veil 
over the tiny but mega-rich Gulf state that 
describes itself as a “conservative” Islamic 
country. The first World Cup in an Arab nation 
has put a spotlight on Qatar’s treatment of for-
eign workers, gender rights and even the use 
of air conditioning in stadiums. 

Haroon’s cheerful #QTip videos broach 
everything from saying “Hello” in Arabic to the 
right way for men to wear the flowing ghutra 
headdress. There is also an edition on labor 
rights. With less than 60 days to the November 
20 start of the tournament, he now has more 
than 100,000 followers on Instagram and more 
than 115,000 on YouTube. And the numbers 
keep growing. Qatar has dozens of online 
influencers on topics ranging from “modest” 
but expensive fashion, to the latest sports car 
being imported into what is now one of the 
world’s wealthiest nations. 

Haroon carved out his niche by elucidating 
Qatar’s unknowns to its growing expat com-
munity - and now the hordes of football fans 
expected for the World Cup. Haroon - who 
was born to a Qatari father and British mother 
and spent 16 years in Bahrain - said he was 
first confronted by global stereotypes about 
Qatar and the Middle East while studying for a 

law degree in Britain. He had wanted to 
become an actor, but instead launched his 
social media presence in 2008 with a blog. “I 
was in the perfect position because I was a 
Qatari who has never lived properly in Qatar,” 
he said. 

 
‘Trust your own eyes’  

“In essence, I was like a foreigner in my own 
country and so I had the same questions that 
foreigners did, and so it just made it easy for 
me to start putting together information.” 
Haroon said there has to be a distinction 
between “negative news” and misinformation 
about his country. “When it comes to fake 
news, obviously, I think everybody under-
stands that it’s not true and so the only thing 
that I could do is show people videos and pic-
tures and show them what we’re really like 
because you can trust your own eyes.” Some 
people, he said, have told him they decided to 
move to Qatar after watching his videos. 

Haroon, who is now a consultant to the 
Qatar Football Association and an eSports 
entrepreneur, said he is excited about the 
World Cup “because people can now come 
here and experience it for themselves and 
make their own judgments instead of just 
believing what’s written”. His main grouse is 
how outsiders see something negative about 
Qatar and then believe that all Qataris “accept 
it or we all agree with it”. 

Many supporters of the 31 foreign countries 
who will play in Qatar have raised concerns, 

however, about the welcome awaiting them. 
Can they drink? And what will happen to 
same-sex couples in a country where homo-
sexuality is il legal? The government has 
insisted that beer, normally restricted, will be 
available and that everyone is welcome. Haroon 
wants outsiders to experience “real Qatari hos-
pitality”, with its food and coffee culture. 

“Of course there are going to be certain 
social norms,” said Haroon. “What we are 

asking for is just respect the country. And of 
course the country will definitely be respect-
ing everyone that comes.” “Some people 
might make mistakes because they don’t 
know what the rules are and that’s OK,” he 
added. “The point is our culture is all about 
intention, our religion is about intention, so 
as long as you have good intentions and you 
want to do the right thing, you have nothing 
to worry about.” —AFP

Influencer ‘Mr Q’ lifts veil  
on Qatar ahead of WCup

Haroon offers a smile, a sigh and a shrug

DOHA: Qatari influencer Khalifa Al-Haroon, known as Mr Q, is pictured in his studio in the capital Doha. —AFP

Ghana coach Addo 
downplays ‘danger’  
of WCup reshuffle 

 
LE HAVRE: Ghana coach Otto Addo acknowledged 
the “danger” of integrating a number of new players 
into the squad ahead of the World Cup, but he does 
not believe it will have a destabilising effect. Addo, 
who took charge in February after Ghana’s disastrous 
Africa Cup of Nations campaign, handed debuts to 
Inaki Williams, Tariq Lamptey and Mohammed Salisu 
in Friday’s 3-0 friendly loss to Brazil. 

The 28-year-old Williams won one cap for Spain 
in 2016 and Lamptey, 21, played regularly for 
England’s youth teams before opting to switch alle-
giance. German-born Addo, who played for Ghana 
at the 2006 World Cup, has also called up Ransford-
Yeboah Konigsdorffer and Stephan Ambrosius, both 
capped by Germany at under-21 level. 

“It’s always a danger to get new players, espe-
cially if the players who are there before achieve 
something really, really good,” said Addo, who over-
saw the World Cup play-off win over Nigeria in 
March. 

 “There’s a group dynamic which I don’t want to 
break, but I think from what I saw they were wel-
comed well. “They did well in training and get along 
with each other and it’s not like they were strangers. 
Before some knew each other from playing in the 
same league and everything is okay.” 

Addo believes adding European-born members 
of the diaspora will increase competition for places 
and benefit the Black Stars. “It’s a good situation. 
We have pressure from the bench because new 
people are there who are very, very solid in 
Europe, and we have players on the pitch who have 
to prove themselves,” he said. Addo admitted to 
being “very unhappy” with the nature of his team’s 
defending at set-pieces, but insisted the loss to 
Brazil would provide a useful learning opportunity 
before heading to Qatar. 

 
‘Team was bad’  

Brazil, the world’s top-ranked side, tore Ghana 
apart in a dominant first half in Le Havre, with 
Richarlison striking twice after Marquinhos headed in 
the opener. The second of Richarlison’s goals came 
from a Neymar free-kick, with the Tottenham Hotspur 

forward nodding in at the near post. 
“In all, the team was bad, if you lose 3-0 you’re 

bad,” Addo said after Ghana suffered their fifth defeat 
in as many meetings with Brazil. “I was very disap-
pointed, especially with the set-pieces. They had a lot 
of chances. We were a bit lucky in some situations they 
didn’t score.” But he bristled at the suggestion the 
four-time African champions were not ready to com-
pete at the World Cup. “If you see how many times 
they (Brazil) have scored three or four goals, then 
nobody’s ready,” said Addo. 

“It’s not like we were playing against some small 
boys. They’re really, really good.” At the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia, no African team made it to the knock-
out phase for the first time in 36 years. Ghana, who 
were a missed Asamoah Gyan penalty away from 
reaching the last four in 2010, have one final tune-up 
game against Nicaragua on Tuesday before Addo 
must finalise his World Cup plans. “We lost 3-0 so 
everybody probably thinks this is a weak team. This is 
maybe an advantage for us,” he said. 

“Everything brings something good if you learn 
from it. I hope that I learnt myself. Maybe I have to do 
some things differently. If everybody thinks like that 
then we’ll do better. I’m not concerned at all.” “I made 
some mistakes, I will learn from them and can hope-
fully improve,” he added. “The second half showed we 
can compete with them.” Ghana play Portugal in their 
opening match at the World Cup on November 24. 
They have also been drawn alongside Uruguay and 
South Korea in Group H. —AFP

LE HAVRE: Ghana’s headcoach Otto Addo (right) 
reacts during the international friendly football match 
between Brazil and Ghana at The Oceane Stadium in 
Le Havre, northern France on September 23, 2022.  —

Messi scores twice  
as Argentina down  
Honduras 

 
MIAMI: Lionel Messi’s expertly taken double 
helped seal a comprehensive 3-0 win for Argentina 
over Honduras in Miami on Friday to extend their 
impressive unbeaten run ahead of the Qatar World 
Cup. The Argentina captain scored a goal in each 
half, his opener doubling the lead given to Lionel 
Scaloni’s team by Lautaro Martinez early on. 

Argentina haven’t lost in 34 matches heading 
into Tuesday’s game against Jamaica in New York. 
With their last defeat coming in the 2019 Copa 
America semi-final, the thousands of Argentina fans 
who packed Hard Rock Stadium in a crowd of 
64,420 were in an expectant mood and left 
delighted as a combative Honduran side were 
firmly put to the sword. “The game was what we 
expected,” Argentina coach Scaloni said. “I am sat-
isfied with that. 

“As far as players who didn’t play, as a coach I 
have to manage minutes and rest some players. Most 
important thing is that whoever plays proves they 
can belong and can play.” Honduras failed to qualify 
for Qatar and were under pressure from the off,  
Alejandro Gomez blazing an early effort over before 
Rodrigo De Paul screwed a shot just wide. The South 
Americans were dominating possession with Messi 
beginning to weave some magic despite being tightly 
man marked by the Honduran defense. 

And it was the Paris St Germain forward who 
started the move which created the opener for 
Martinez on 16 minutes, an excellent pass freeing 
Gomez on the left hand side and his cross was 
tapped home with ease. Honduras were undeterred, 
however, and even though they saw little of the ball, 
the challenges were flying in, much to the anger of an 
increasingly irritated Argentina side who were left 
constantly complaining to the officials. 

A pull on Giovani Lo Celso’s shirt however on the 
stroke of half-time was deemed a penalty by referee 
Rubiel Vazquez and Messi coolly rolled in the penalty 
to double the lead for Scaloni’s men. The former 
Barcelona star, who played for the full 90 minutes, 
remained in the thick of the action and almost 
grabbed his second on 56 minutes but failed to finish 
off an excellent, free-flowing move when his shot 
sailed over the bar. 

Messi brings house down  
Julian Alvarez, the Manchester City striker, was 

introduced in the second half and was denied by 
Honduras keeper Luis Fernandez as Argentina 
searched for further goals to reinforce their total 
dominance. It was left to Messi to bring the house 
down with a brilliant lofted finish over Fernandez on 
69 minutes to leave the result in no doubt. 

Argentina face Saudi Arabia, Mexico and Poland in 
Group C at the World Cup and, on this evidence 
albeit against limited opposition, will arrive in Qatar as 
one of the favourites to lift the trophy. Even with the 
world Cup looming, Scaloni said it was key that his 
players enjoy themselves. “The Argentine national 
team whenever we play, it’s a huge responsibility, but 
we need to enjoy it, the fans need to enjoy it,” he said. 
“At the end of the day, it’s a game. The important thing 
is to play the way we want to play and for people to 
enjoy it. That is more important than the result.” 

Honduras coach Diego Vasquez said his side 
would “take the positives” from the match. 
“Obviously we knew the rival we were going to face,” 
he said. “If they scored three goals in a final against 
Italy, it’s not that drastic or bad that they scored three 
on Honduras. They scored six goals against Estonia, 
so they scored less against us than one might expect. 
“We have to accept the difference between a World 
Cup team like Argentina with so many prestigious 
players and our team. We have to respect the reality, 
but we are not satisfied or happy. We will take the 
positives and keep growing.” —AFP

FLORIDA: Argentina’s Lionel Messi (left) kicks the ball 
during the international friendly match between 
Honduras and Argentina at Hard Rock Stadium in 
Miami Gardens, Florida, on September 23, 2022.  —




