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AUCKLAND: New Zealand put one hand on 
the Rugby Championship trophy after romping 
to a 40-14 win over Australia with a bonus-point 
victory in Auckland on Saturday. Tries by Will 
Jordan, Codie Taylor, Sam Whitelock and 
Samisoni Taukei’aho plus a first-half penalty try 
at Eden Park kept New Zealand top of the table 
in the final round of matches. 

The All Blacks will retain the Rugby 
Championship title unless South Africa claim a 
bonus-point win by a huge margin over 
Argentina later in Durban. The hosts earned their 
third straight win in emphatic style, having been 
17-0 ahead at half-time after some ill-discipline 
from the visitors. “I’m delighted with the per-
formance, there is always room for improvement, 
but I loved the attitude,” said All Blacks coach 
Ian Foster. “We finished this championship really 
strong, so in that sense I am pleased with that. 
“We have given ourselves a chance at the title.” 

The Wallabies saw their horror record at Eden 
Park extended to 23 straight defeats against New 
Zealand dating back to 1986. Australia only had 
the consolation of converted tries by Folau 
Fainga’a and Jordan Petaia in front of a sell-out 
crowd of 47,000. “Keeping them scoreless for 
the first 60 minutes was massive,” said New 
Zealand captain Whitelock. “The guys defended 
hard on our line - the effort, the commitment was 
there.” 

 
‘Disappointing outcome’  

The Wallabies paid dearly for their ill-disci-
pline in the first half. Forwards Jed Holloway and 
David Porecki were both sent to the sin bin as 
New Zealand built up a strong lead at the break. 

“Playing with 13 men, through two yellow cards, 
in the first half really put us on the back foot,” 
said Australia captain James Slipper. “That’s a 
very disappointing outcome for us. “We had a lot 
of confidence coming here, but the All Blacks 
were too good, clearly.” 

Australia had Holloway yellow-carded after 
just two minutes for a tip tackle on All Blacks 
flanker Dalton Papali’i. Yet the All Blacks failed to 
capitalize on the numerical advantage and only 
broke the deadlock when Richie Mo’unga con-
verted a penalty after 22 minutes. Jordan then 
grabbed his 21st try in as many Tests with a 
moment of magic. The fleet-footed winger hit the 
line at pace and rode the despairing tackle of 
Petaia by hitting the gas to cross. 

Mo’unga added the conversion and persistent 
All Blacks pressure caused the Australian 
defence to buckle again soon after. Wallabies 
hooker Porecki was shown a yellow card for 
dragging down a maul on their line and Irish ref-
eree Andrew Brace awarded a penalty try to 
make it 17-0 at half-time. New Zealand skipper 
Whitelock was awarded a close-range converted 
try, even though replays suggested he was pre-
vented from grounding the ball. 

Mo’unga converted a penalty to put New 
Zealand 27-0 up before Taylor was shunted over 
for the fourth try, which sealed the bonus-point 
win. Australia conjured a try from nothing for 
Fainga’a before the All Blacks threw bodies into a 
driving maul and Taukei’aho touched down off 
the back to put the hosts 37-7 up. Mo’unga, who 
was near-flawless with the boot all night, added a 
late penalty before Petaia crossed for Australia’s 
second try just before the whistle. —AFP

All Blacks thrash Australia to  
close on championship title

Hosts earn third straight win in emphatic style

Codie Taylor 

Homa finds joy money  
can’t buy with win at  
Presidents Cup 

 
CHARLOTTE: Sinking one of most 
pressure-packed putts of his life brought 
Max Homa a joy money can’t buy and 
maybe even a major title couldn’t match. 
The 31-year-old American sank an 11-
foot birdie putt to tie the 18th hole and 
give himself and Billy Horschel a 1-up 
victory over Canadians Corey Conners 
and Taylor Pendrith on Friday at the 
Presidents Cup. It was Homa’s second 1-
up triumph in as many days, but he made 
the heroics with a 13-foot birdie putt at 
the 17th hole to take a 1-up lead and 
then his clincher, which brought a roar 
from the crowd at Quail Hollow. 

“I was nervous as could be over that 
putt, but it was fun,” Homa said. “I was 
telling my wife, when we talk about 
things money can’t buy, money cannot 
buy that feeling. “That was something 
that I will remember forever, and I will 
tell anybody who ever wants to hear 
about it how that felt.” Homa won his 
first career PGA title at Quail Hollow in 
2019, won last year at Riviera and 
Napa and at this year’s Wells Fargo in 
Washington. Last week he defended 
his title in Napa, California, for a fifth 
PGA triumph. 

None of them compared to that 
match-winning putt. “A hundred times 
better,” Homa said. “You’ve got captains 
that have won majors. You have players 
who have won multiple majors. You have 
the best golfers on planet earth relying 
on you. “To show up and show out for 
them is just nothing like a regular golf 
tournament. I haven’t had much success 
in majors, but I can’t even imagine that 
that feeling right there would compare.” 

Homa has made the cut in only five 
of 13 major starts with a best finish of 
13th at this year’s PGA Championship. 
“Goals and whatnot are to succeed at 
the highest level in the biggest 
moments,” Homa said. “And some 
come with trophies and all that, but I 
wanted to be out here to help repre-
sent my country best I could and help 
represent these guys best I could. “So 
this to me is top of the top.” 

Davis Love, who made Homa a cap-
tain’s pick to his first US squad, was 
happy for Homa. “No surprise. He has 
been playing great. He has gotten some 
great wins,” Love said. “Every time he 
needed to hit a good shot, he hit a good 
shot. Every time he needed to make a 
putt, he made the putt. That’s what he 
did last week and last year in Napa. 
“He’s a strong player. But he plays with 
a lot of passion.” 

‘It was pretty surreal’  
Partner Horschel loved to see Homa’s 

success most of all. “To see this guy right 
here perform at the end was truly spe-
cial,” said Horschel. “It was awesome to 
watch him the last few holes.” Homa 
found it stunning that major winners and 
stars like some of his teammates were 
there cheering him on at the finish, along 
with a crowd of nearly 40,000 spec-
tators. “It was pretty surreal,” Homa said.  

“The atmosphere out there is insane. 
There’s so many people, you can feel 
them on the back of your neck. “It has 
been amazing to watch these 11 other 
guys who are incredibly good, incredibly 
acclaimed, so many accomplishments, 
cheering us on coming down the stretch... 
to be able to see that is special for me. 
“The golf is amazing, but you remember 
that kind of stuff well into your days. So I 
feel very thankful for that.” —AFP

USA grabs record-tying  
lead at Presidents Cup 

 
CHARLOTTE: Max Homa sank a dramatic 11-foot birdie putt 
at the 18th hole Friday to deliver an emotional victory that gave 
the United States a record-tying 8-2 lead at the Presidents Cup. 
The Americans won three four-ball (best-ball) matches over the 
Internationals and tied two more at Quail Hollow to equal the 
2017 team for the largest US edge after two sessions in 
Presidents Cup history. “Back’s up against the wall. Going to 
have to dig deep,” Internationals captain Trevor Immelman said. 
“But it’s going to have to start with making some putts for sure.” 

The Americans could reclaim the Cup with 7.5 points from 
Saturday’s four foursomes (alternate shot) and four fourball 
matches before Sunday’s 12 concluding singles matches. 
“There’s a whole lot of points left,” US captain Davis Love said. 
“We’re not sitting there going, ‘OK, this is great.’ “We’ve seen a 
lot of big leads lost. We’re going to try to be motivated and not 
really talk about the outcome till the end.” 

Two US duos, Patrick Cantlay and Xander Schauffele plus 
Justin Thomas and Jordan Spieth, won for the second time in as 
many days, but it was Homa that provided the heroics. Homa, 
who won his first PGA title at Quail Hollow in 2019, joined Billy 
Horschel in a 1-up victory over Canadians Corey Conners and 
Taylor Pendrith in the day’s final match. Conners made birdie 
putts of six feet at the 11th and 22 feet at the 13th to lift the 
Canadians level, but Homa sank a 13-foot birdie putt to win the 
17th and put the US 1-up. 

At the 18th, Pendrith, who missed a 10-foot par putt at 18 
to lose Thursday, sank a 13-foot birdie putt to give the 
Internationals a chance for half a point. But Homa followed 
moments later with his intense birdie putt to tie the hole and 
win the match, pumping his fist as the putt fell and bumping 
chests with teammates to celebrate. “This is insane,” Homa 
said. “It has come down to the 18th for me two days in a row. 
To have the opportunity to do it was amazing. “It’s something 
I’ll never forget.” 

The Americans, seeking a ninth consecutive victory, lead 
the all-time rivalry 11-1-1 and have never lost on home soil. 
This year’s US team boasts 10 of the world’s 16 top-ranked 
players while the Internationals were decimated by several top 
players jumping from the PGA to LIV Golf to become ineligi-
ble. The Internationals have pushed eight of 10 matches into 
the last two holes but still have been unable to deny an over-
whelming US squad. —AFP 

CHARLOTTE: Max Homa of the United States Team plays his shot from the eighth tee during Saturday 
morning foursomes on day three of the 2022 Presidents Cup at Quail Hollow Country Club on 
September 24, 2022 in Charlotte, North Carolina.  —AFP




