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NEW YORK: Unbeaten Shakur Stevenson said goodbye to 
the super featherweight division Friday with a unanimous deci-
sion victory over Robson Conceicao in New Jersey. The 25-
year-old won’t depart the division as a champion, having sur-
rendered his WBC and WBO world titles on the scale on 
Thursday when he failed to make weight for the bout in his 
home town of Newark. But he ended the week on a high, 
knocking the Brazilian down in the fourth round on the way to 
a convincing win, with two judges scoring the fight 117-109 for 
Stevenson and the third seeing it 118-108. 

“I had a long week,” said Stevenson, after improving to 
19-0 with nine knockouts. “I killed myself to make weight. All 
I wanted to do was come in and perform. I did everything I 
could to do that.” Conceicao, who won lightweight boxing 
gold at the 2016 Rio Olympics, could have captured the 

vacant titles after agreeing to go on with the fight. Instead he 
falls to 17-2 with eight knockouts, his second defeat coming 
a year after he was on the end of a controversial loss to 
Oscar Valdez. 

Stevenson dominated from the opening round before a 
crowd of 10,107, but he had a point deducted in the ninth 
when he slung Conceicao to the canvas. “I think he was 
doing a lot of holding whenever I was getting on the 
inside,” Stevenson said. “As soon as I got on the inside, he 
grabbed me. “He was real awkward, he was real tough.” 
Stevenson came in 1.6 pounds over the 130-pound limit on 
Thursday, and said on social media he couldn’t drop the 
extra weight without jeopardizing his health. Now he’s 
looking forward to moving up to the 135-pound division. 
“I’m going to keep going up,” he said.— AFP  

LOS ANGELES: St Louis slugger 
Albert Pujols became just the fourth 
Major League Baseball player to hit 
700 home runs on Friday, with two 
homers against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. The 42-year-old Dominican, 
playing in what he says is his final sea-
son, joined Barry Bonds (762 home 
runs), Hank Aaron (755) and Babe Ruth 
(714) as the only players to reach the 
milestone. Pujols and Aaron are the only 
two with at least 3,000 hits and 700 
homers. 

Pujols, who had hit his 698th 
career homer in a win over Cincinnati 
last Friday, hit No. 699 off Dodgers 
starting pitcher Andrew Heaney in 
the third inning - a 434-foot two-run 
blast to left-field that gave St. Louis a 
2-0 lead. Pujols came to the plate 
again in the next inning with two 
runners on base. With left-hander 
Heaney replaced by right-handed 
reliever Phil Bickford on the mound, 
the result was the same. Pujols 
smacked another ball into Dodger 
Stadium’s left-field bleachers to make 
it 5-0 in a game the Cardinals would 
go on to win 11-0. 

A crowd of 50,041 at Dodger 
Stadium gave him a standing ovation, 
with chants of “Albert! Albert!” ringing 
out from behind the St Louis dugout. 
After rounding the bases, Pujols 
greeted retired Dominican great Adrian 
Beltre before he was congratulated by 
his St. Louis teammates outside the 
dugout. Pujols, an 11-time All-Star who 
won World Series titles in 2006 and 
2011, said after the game that it was 
hard to grasp the magnitude of the 
milestone. “It’s very special,” he said. 

“When it’s really going to hit me (is) 
when I’m done, at the end of the season 
when I’ve retired.” 

 
‘Not focused on numbers’  

Pujols now has 21 home runs this 
season, 14 of them coming since August 
10. His 18 20-homer seasons are the 
third-most ever, behind Aaron’s 20 and 
Bonds’s 19. He joined Ted Williams as 
the only players to hit 20 homers in 
both their first and last major league 
seasons. Earlier this month, he passed 
former Yankees star Alex Rodriguez for 
fourth place on MLB’s career homers 
list with his 697th. Pujols said he does 
not discount that kind of achievement, 
but as long as he is playing he remains 
focused on chasing a third World Series 
crown. 

“Since day one when I made my 
debut I was never about the numbers, 
never about chasing numbers,” he 
said. “It was always about winning 
championships and trying to get 
better in this game. I had so many 
people that taught me the right way 
early in my career. “That’s why I really 
don’t focus on the numbers. I will, one 
day.” But plenty of others are focused 
on Pujols’s pursuit of history. The 
three-time Most Valuable Player was 
feted before Friday’s game and he 
thanked the crowd for “bringing back 
the joy” he felt when he first played 
the game. 

Pujols has hit 466 of his 700 homers 
for the Cardinals, the team that drafted 
him in 1999. He starred for 11 seasons in 
St Louis before inking a 10-year, $240 
million deal with the Los Angeles 
Angels, where he stayed until a brief 
stint with the Dodgers last season. He 
signed a one-year contract to return to 
the Cardinals for his 22nd campaign, 
and even as his pursuit of 700 has elec-
trified St. Louis fans he has insisted he 
will not extend a career that saw him hit 
his first major league home run on April 
6, 2001, at Arizona.— AFP  

Brook, Duckett 
help England 
thump Pakistan 
 
KARACHI: Middle-order batters Harry 
Brook and Ben Duckett smashed robust 
maiden half centuries in England’s thump-
ing 63-run win in the third Twenty20 inter-
national against Pakistan in Karachi on 
Friday. Brook scored a 35-ball 81 not out 
while Duckett cracked an unbeaten 42-ball 
69 to lead England to an impressive 221-3 
in their 20 overs after they were sent in to 
bat at National stadium. 

Shan Masood led Pakistan’s recovery in 
a 40-ball 65 not out but they finished well 
short on 158-8 in 20 overs to give England 
a 2-1 lead in the seven-match series. The 
match proved an anti-climax to Pakistan’s 
big ten-wicket win in the second game on 
Thursday that avenged their first game 
defeat by five wickets two days earlier, 
both in Karachi. 

Fast bowler Mark Wood - playing for 
the first time since March this year follow-
ing an elbow surgery - dismissed Babar 
Azam (eight) and Haider Ali (three) while 
Mohammad Rizwan fell for eight and 
Iftikhar Ahmed six left the home team reel-
ing at 28-4. Wood finished with 3-24 while 
spinner Adil Rashid took 2-32. Masood 
and Khushdil Shah (29) added 62 for the 
fifth wicket but the asking rate climbed as 

England’s pace-cum-spin attack continued 
to put the pressure. 

Masood’s knock had three boundaries 
and four sixes. England skipper Moeen Ali 
praised Brook and Duckett. “It’s a brilliant 
win,” said Ali. “We were ruthless with the 
bat and the way Brook and Duckett batted 
they showed they are two very good 
young players and then the bowling was 
outstanding.” Azam deplored sloppy 
bowling. “We didn’t bowl well and once we 
had 222 to chase we needed a good start 
but losing four wickets inside six overs 
wasn’t ideal,” said Azam. “We need to fix 
that in the next game.” 

Earlier, England posted the highest 
total against Pakistan by any team in all 
T20Is beating the 211-3 Sri Lanka made in 
Dubai in 2013. Debutant Will Jacks set the 
platform for England with a sparkling 20-
ball 40 with eight boundaries before 
Brook and Duckett took the attack to the 
Pakistan bowlers. Brook cracked five sixes 
and eight boundaries while Duckett hit a 
six and eight boundaries as the pair added 
139 runs off just 69 balls - a record fourth 
wicket stand for England in all T20Is. For 
Pakistan, leg-spinner Usman Qadir was the 
pick of the bowlers with 2-48 while pacer 
Shahnawaz Dahani went for 62 runs in his 
four wicket-less overs. Dahani’s figures are 
the second worst by a Pakistani bowler in 
a T20I, just short of Usman Shinwari who 
conceded 63 in his four against South 
Africa at Johannesburg in 2019. England 
are on their first tour of Pakistan since 
2005. The remaining matches are in 
Karachi (Sunday) and Lahore (September 
28, 30 and October 2).— AFP  

Stevenson schools Conceicao  
in super featherweight bout

Unbeaten Shakur says goodbye to super featherweight division

Pujols joins 
baseball’s elite 
700-homer club

LOS ANGELES: Albert Pujols #5 of the St Louis Cardinals hits his 700th 
career homerun in front of Will Smith #16 of the Los Angeles Dodgers, a 
three run homerun to take a 5-0 lead, during the fourth inning at Dodger 
Stadium on September 23, 2022. —  AFP  

KARACHI: England’s Harry Brook (right) and Ben Duckett run between the 
wicket during the third Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan 
and England at the National Cricket Stadium in Karachi on September 23, 2022. 

NEWARK: Robson Conceicao falls to the canvas against Shakur Stevenson during their WBC/WBO Jr Lightweight World 
title bout at Prudential Center on September 23, 2022 in Newark, New Jersey. — AFP  




