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Each morning, hundreds of 
cyclists ride through the socially 
disadvantaged neighborhood of 

Kennedy in southern Bogota. Gripping 
their handlebars, laborers, seam-
stresses and students are choosing 
pedal power over cars and buses. A 
cheap alternative to public transporta-
tion and an effective way to beat 
Bogota’s horrendous traffic jams, the 
bicycle has taken off in one of the 
world’s most congested cities. 

“It’s a practical way to get around 
for the people of Bogota, also because 
we are poor,” said Carlos Felipe 
Pardo, founder of Despacio, an NGO 
that supports alternative forms of 
mobility. Ricardo Buitrago’s bicycle 
repair business has taken off in the six 
years since he started it. Hands black-
ened with grease, he says up to 
10,000 cyclists use the bicycle lane in 
front of his workshop every day. One 
of them is Maria Ellis. She lives close 
to her office in Bogota, but it still takes 
her more than 1.5 hours to get to work. 
“By bike it takes 25 minutes, so the 
bicycle is much better,” she smiled. 

 
Traffic nightmare  
Bogota’s eight million residents 

dread every car journey. At rush hour, 
crossing the city can take up to three 
hours. In 2019, 880,000 daily journeys 
were made by bicycle in Bogota, 

according to the mayor’s office, 
amounting to close to seven percent of 
all such movement in the capital. And 
that figure jumped to 13 percent during 
the pandemic, according to Pardo. 
Bogota was one of the first cities to 
create temporary cycle lanes during 
the pandemic to aid mobility while 
respecting distancing protocols. 

It was a move that was replicated 
throughout the world, including Paris. 
Bogota has close to 600 kilometers 
(370 miles) of dedicated cycle lanes, 

the most comprehensive cycle net-
work in Latin America, and the govern-
ment is working on expanding it 
further, said mobility minister Avila 
Moreno. Not all of these are in a good 
condition. Some are only separated 
from the intense traffic by plastic bol-
lards while others have been deformed 
by tree roots. But at least they exist. 

 
Cheap but dangerous 
Unlike in many European capitals, 

where riding the bicycle is sometimes 

seen as trendy, in Colombia, which 
has a minimum wage of only $220 a 
month, it is considered a reliable and 
affordable form of transportation. 
“Many view the bicycle as a cheap 
way to avoid public transport,” said 
Moreno. Security guard Pedro 
Quimbaya, 53, says he saves 150,000 
pesos ($35) a month in bus fare. The 
flip side is that it can be dangerous. “At 
rush hour the traffic is very heavy, 
there are too many bicycles, the lanes 
aren’t very good, you have to be very 
careful,” said Ellis. 

Over the first half of 2022, 50 
cyclists were killed in traffic incidents in 
Bogota. Then there is the risk of theft. 
Quimbaya says he has been attacked 
several times and his bicycle worth 
$270, more than a month’s salary, was 
stolen by a gang. Nearly 11,000 
bicycles were stolen in 2020, accord-
ing to the mayor’s office and theft con-
tinues to rise. Pardo says the capital 
needs more infrastructure, better secu-
rity and better trained drivers. “Bogota 
has progressed on all these fronts but 
still needs to improve,” he added. 

Moreno, the recently appointed 
mobility minister, says the city has 
“huge potential.” “It’s a work in pro-
gress that other big cities like 
Copenhagen have already been 
through,” she said. “Bogota is following 
the same path.” The municipality will 
roll out 3,300 public free-to-use 
bicycles in October. Colombia has long 
been in love with the bicycle, not least 
thanks to its great cycling champions 
such as Egan Bernal, who won the 
Tour de France in 2019, and Nairo 
Quintana, a two-time Grand Tour 
winner.—AFP 

Bicycles, cyclists making their way  
through Bogota’s hellish traffic  

Harry Styles, 
stars raising  
cash for WHO 
in Ukraine 
 
 

British music stars Harry 
Styles and Ed Sheeran, 
US basketball legend 

Shaquille O’Neal and other 
celebrities will donate personal 
objects for a campaign launched 
Saturday to support healthcare in 
Ukraine. Seven months into 
Russia’s war, the WHO 
Foundation-an independent 
organization that works to raise 
funds to support the UN health 
agency’s work addressing global 
health crises-launched the 
“Human Kind” e-store, where 
fans can try to win items donated 
by their favorite celebrities. 

The funds raised will go 
towards supporting WHO’s 
actions in war-ravaged Ukraine 
and neighboring countries, the 
foundation said, adding that it 
aimed to raise $53.7 million. 
Harry Styles has donated a 
signed vinyl, while Shaquille 
O’Neal, Ukrainian footballer 
Vitaliy Mykolenko and other 
sports legends have donated 
signed shirts and jerseys. 
Wladimir Klitschko, a former 
heavyweight boxing champion 
and brother of Kyiv’s mayor, has 
donated a boxing glove. 

The star-studded line-up also 
includes British singer Ellie 
Goulding and American artist 
Shepard Fairey. British pop leg-
end Annie Lennox, who donated 
a pair of iconic sunglasses, said 
images from Ukraine, including 
of women giving birth in base-
ments, were “profoundly shock-
ing.” “I encourage everyone to do 
what they can to support the 
people of Ukraine through this 
crisis,” she said in the founda-
tion’s statement, insisting that 
“healthcare is a human right that 
all deserve access to.” 

Raffle tickets for the items 
cost between £5-10 ($5.40-
10.90) on the 
humankind.who.foundation web-
site from September 24 to 
October 24, with winners set to 
be drawn on October 31, the 
foundation said. “Seven months 
into this tragic war, people are 
ever more in need of urgent 
medical care across the country,” 
foundation chief Anil Soni said in 
the statement. “We must address 
the immediate and long-term 
health needs of those affected.” 

Since Moscow invaded its 
western neighbor on February 
24, the WHO has verified 550 
attacks on healthcare in Ukraine. 
More than 5,900 civilians have 
died, and more than 8,600 have 
been injured, while over 12 mil-
lion Ukrainian refugees are cur-
rently in Europe a result of the 
war, the WHO said. Meanwhile, 
some 17.7 million people-over a 
third of Ukraine’s population-
need humanitarian assistance. 
The WHO said it has so far 
helped deliver 1,300 metric tons 
of medical supplies to Ukraine, 
including kit for blood transfu-
sions, essential medicines, 
ambulances, oxygen, and surgi-
cal equipment.— AFP  

Heavy traffic is seen on an avenue in Bogota. From dawn, it is an uninterrupted flow: 
hundreds of cyclists circulate between the vacant lots and the blocks of flats of 
Kennedy, a town in the south of Bogota. — AFP photos 

People ride their bicycles in Bogota.  

This aerial view shows an empty highway during the car-free day in Bogota. Bogota restricted car and motorcycle traffic for one 
day to reduce pollution in the Colombian capital, one of the largest metropolises in Latin America.  

This aerial view shows heavy traffic on an avenue in Bogota. 




