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SPRINGS: Zimbabwean domestic migrant 
worker Precious clocked in late for work, 
launched into her duties for a white South 
African family as if nothing happened, yet hours 
earlier she had been arrested for being in the 
country without papers. South Africa-the con-
tinent’s most industrialized country-is buckling 
under a wave of illegal migration triggered by 
economic woes in its neighbors. Many come 
from Malawi, Lesotho, but the majority are 
from Zimbabwe. 

Lately police have scaled up crime-busting 
stop-and-search operations, including weeding 
out undocumented migrants. One such early 
morning blitz was launched this week in 
Springs, a district at the eastern end of the 
largest city of Johannesburg. 

Several dozen police officers mounted a 
check point on a narrow road, stopped cars 
and buses, meticulously searching boots and 
ordering occupants out, demanding identifica-
tion documents. 

Grabbed by the waist or arm, one-by-one 
they were led to the side of the road to a queue 
stretching out in front of immigration officers. 
“These are weekly operations,” provincial 
police chief Elias Mawela, told AFP. “When it’s 
confirmed they are illegal in the country they’ll 
be taken in and later on they’ll be taken to 
court... and back to their countries of origin”. 

But in some raids, police officers solicit 
bribes to release the migrants. 

The day Precious was arrested at a minibus 

taxi rank in downtown Johannesburg, she was 
one of 30 people bundled into a police van. She 
was asked to pay 1,000 rands on the spot-
equivalent to her weekly wages-or risk being 
taken to the police station for eventual depor-
tation. Precious immediately texted her 
employer warning she would be late and franti-
cally called friends and associates to raise the 
bribe money. 

 
‘Scared’  

“I was scared,” said the single mother of 
two. “It’s not good being a foreigner these 
days,” said Precious, 36, folding a pair a velvet 
pants she was ironing. 

Official data lists an estimated 3.8 million 
migrants in South Africa, a figure considered a 
gross understatement. Foreigners, especially 
those from the rest of Africa, are targets of 
xenophobic resentment and accused of taking 
jobs in a country where at least one in every 
three people is unemployed. 

Zimbabwe has a long history of immigration 
into South Africa, dating back to the 19th cen-
tury when the gold rush saw mining companies 
hiring labor across the borders. In 2009 
Pretoria granted four-year work visas to 
around 250,000 Zimbabweans fleeing eco-
nomic and political turmoil at home. The per-
mits have since then been repeatedly renewed, 
but authorities have vowed they will not be 
extended beyond June 2023. 

But many more Zimbabweans have con-

tinued to pour into South Africa illegally 
through porous borders in search of greener 
pastures. 

The huge influx of foreigners has irked 
many South Africans who accuse them of 
taking their jobs and placing undue pressure 

on public facilities. Recently an anti-immigra-
tion group of activists picketed outside a 
public hospital west of Pretoria-blocking 
patients they suspected were foreigners, 
accusing them of putting the public health 
sector under strain. —AFP 

Fear grips undocumented domestic 
foreign workers in South Africa

Huge influx of foreigners irk many South Africans

SPRINGS, South Africa: South African Home Affairs Immigration Officers check records of passport numbers of 
female migrant workers, during an operation run with the Home Affairs Immigration officers, in Springs on 
September 22, 2022. —AFP

White House slams 
World Bank chief  
in climate row 

 
WASHINGTON: The White House on Friday 
rebuked the head of the World Bank David 
Malpass, who is battling charges of climate 
denial for dodging questions on the role of 
man-made emissions in global warming. Under 
mounting fire, Malpass has rejected sugges-
tions he might quit over the uproar-and has 
moved to clarify his position several times in 
recent days. 

“Look, it’s clear that greenhouse gas emis-
sions from human activity are adding to, are 
causing climate change,” he told Politico Friday, 
affirming that none of the bank’s member coun-
tries had asked him to leave and that he was 
“not resigning.” “The task for us, for the world, is 
to pull together the projects and the funding that 
actually has an impact,” he said. Malpass is a vet-
eran of Republican US administrations and was 
tapped to lead the bank in 2019 by then-pres-
ident Donald Trump, who famously and 
repeatedly denied the science behind climate 
change. 

Climate activists have previously called for 
Malpass to be removed for what they say is an 
inadequate approach to the climate crisis-but 
the chorus grew suddenly louder after his 
appearance at a New York Times-organized 
conference this week. Asked on stage to 
respond to a claim by former US vice president 
Al Gore that he was a climate denier, Malpass 
declined multiple times to say whether he 
believed man-made emissions were warming 
the planet-responding, “I’m not a scientist.” 

“We condemn the words of the president,” 
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told a 
White House briefing in response to the inci-
dent. “We expect the World Bank to be a global 
leader” on the climate crisis response, she said, 
adding that the US Treasury Department “has 
and will continue to make that expectation clear 
to the World Bank leadership.” 

Malpass has been seeking to course-correct 
since the row erupted earlier this week, and in 
an interview with CNN on Thursday he clearly 
acknowledged that climate-warming emissions 
were “coming from manmade sources, includ-
ing fossil fuels, methane, agricultural uses and 
industrial uses.” 

“I’m not a denier,” he told the network, say-
ing his message had been “tangled” and he was 
“not always good at conveying” what he 
means. But the uproar shows little sign of dying 
down, with the Union of Concerned Scientists 
the latest group to call for him to be “replaced 
immediately.” 

Pressed on whether President Joe Biden still 
has confidence in Malpass and media reports 
that some US officials are seeking his removal, 
Jean-Pierre said: “Removing him requires a 
majority of shareholders, so that’s something to 
keep in mind.” 

“The US believes the World Bank must be a 
full partner in delivering on the aggressive cli-
mate agenda, poverty reduction and sustain-

ability development. Again, Treasury will hold 
Malpass accountable to this position and sup-
port the many staff working to fight climate 
change.” 

 
‘I am worried’  

Malpass’s initial nomination faced intense 
criticism but since taking the role he has been a 
staunch supporter of aid and debt relief for the 
poorest nations, in addition to consistently not-
ing the dangers from climate change. In a 
speech in June where he warned about the 
overlapping crises facing the global community 
amid soaring inflation and debt distress, he 
emphasized the need to “effectively address cli-
mate change.” 

“It requires massive investments in cleaner 
energy, energy efficiency, and electricity grids 
and transmission. Gas flaring, methane leakage, 
and the operation of antiquated coal-fired 
power plants, with severe health and environ-
mental impacts, continue with little abatement,” 
he said. —AFP 

Indigenous activists  
raise climate  
awareness at UNGA 

 
WASHINGTON: Uyukar Domingo Peas, an 
Ecuadorian Indigenous activist, says if there are still 
“reservoirs of natural resources” in the world, it is 
“because we have protected them for thousands of 
years.” Peas has been fighting against the destruc-
tion of forests for three decades and regrets that 
states and companies continue to destroy the 
Amazon despite the urgency of the climate crisis. 

“The Amazon must remain intact for the youth 
and the rest of humanity,” the 58-year-old from 
the Achuar nation told AFP, lamenting that gov-
ernments and corporations have not sought the 
ancestral knowledge of Indigenous peoples to 
save the planet. 

Peas was speaking at Environment Week, a 
series of independent events involving Indigenous 
peoples from around the world that is being held in 
New York on the sidelines of the United Nations 
General Assembly. An estimated 80 percent of the 
world’s tropical forests-about 800 million hectares-
are in Indigenous territories, according to organiza-
tions that defend them. 

Many Indigenous people blame capitalism for 
the destruction of their forests. 

“We want companies and banks to stop investing 
for money and invest for the common good” 
because “climate change harms every human being,” 
he said. He is calling for funds to implement the 
Amazon Sacred Headwaters Initiative, which aims to 
protect 35 million hectares in the Amazon rainforest 
of Peru and Ecuador, and is home to 30 Indigenous 
communities with around 600,000 people. 

He hopes that the nine countries that share the 
Amazon-often referred to as the lungs of the planet, 
spread over nearly 300 million hectares with three 
million inhabitants from more than 500 peoples-will 
also join this initiative. 

Peas advocates for a new “bioeconomy,” with 
new sources of energy, tourism programs and other 
initiatives to ensure that Indigenous youth do not 
migrate away from their homelands. 

“We want to take care of the jungle and live off 
the jungle,” he said. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Activists display a banner calling out World Bank President David Malpass as a “Climate Denier,” 
in front of the World Bank headquarters in Washington, DC. —AFP




