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HEFEI:  The global carbon reduction ambition 
and the transformation of the automobile 
industry have created tremendous opportuni-
ties for China-Germany cooperation in the 
new-energy vehicle (NEV) sector, industry 
experts said at the Sino-German Forum on the 
Development of the NEV Industry.  

As part of the 2022 World Manufacturing 
Convention held in Hefei, capital of east China’s 
Anhui Province, the forum was attended by 
experts and heads of NEV enterprises from the 
two countries. 

“Both China and Germany are leading car-
producing countries and have developed com-
plementary advantages in automobile technol-
ogy and the market. Cooperation in the auto-
mobile industry between the two countries has 
been carried out in multiple fields and achieved 
remarkable results,” said Xiong Meng, an offi-
cial of the China Federation of Industrial 
Economics. 

China has a booming NEV market, with both 
sales and production ranking first globally for 
seven consecutive years. The promising per-
formance of the Chinese NEV market has 
injected confidence into cooperation work. In 
August alone, China’s NEV sales volume was 
530,000 units, a year-on-year expansion of 111 
percent. This kind of sales achievement showed 
that the future market has huge potential, said 
Erwin Gabardi, CEO of Volkswagen Anhui. 

Many Sino-German cooperation projects 

covering both the upstream and the down-
stream of the NEV industrial chain are advanc-
ing at full speed. 

In June, Chinese battery cell manufacturer 
Gotion High-Tech held an opening ceremony 
for Gotion Germany at its Gottingen base in 
Germany. China’s leading automaker FAW and 
German carmaker Audi launched a project in 
the same month to produce purely electric 
vehicles in Changchun, capital of northeastern 
Jilin Province. Volkswagen Anhui will begin 
the pre-series production of its first model 
next month, with mass production scheduled 
for 2023. 

NEV cooperation is closely linked to the 
green and low-carbon vision shared by the two 
countries. 

Hildegard Muller, president of the German 
Association of the Automotive Industry, said 
profound changes are taking place in the auto-
mobile industry. The European Union aims to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, according 
to the European Green Deal, and China has 
announced that it will peak carbon dioxide 
emissions before 2030 and achieve carbon 
neutrality before 2060. These goals present 
great challenges for the automobile industry. 

“We’re committed to making carbon neu-
trality possible, but we’re only able to achieve 
the goals jointly,” Muller said. The concept of 
green manufacturing is deeply anchored in 
China’s industrial development strategy, said 

Gabardi. Volkswagen’s new MEB plant in Anhui 
will be powered by green energy and incorpo-
rate energy-saving strategies to reduce overall 
carbon emissions, he said. 

Li Ming, general manager of Anhui Jianghuai 

Automobile Group Corp, Ltd, said that the new 
trends in the automobile industry, including 
electrification, networking and intelligentiza-
tion, bring Sino-German cooperation into a 
new era. —Xinhua 

Low-carbon transition boosts  
Sino-German NEV cooperation

Many Sino-German projects of NEV industrial chain advancing at full speed

Visitors walk by a FAW-Volkswagen new energy vehicle during the 19th China (Changchun) International 
Automobile Expo in Changchun, capital of northeast China’s Jilin Province. —Xinhua

Green protest hits  
DR Congo ahead  
of climate summit 

 
KINSHASA: Climate activists protested in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo’s capital 
Kinshasa on Friday ahead of a climate sum-
mit in the city next month. Kinshasa is due 
to host the pre-COP27 talks in October, 
before the main summit begins in Egypt in 
November. 

But the pre-COP27 meeting comes after 
the DRC put 27 oil and gas blocks up for 
auction in July, ignoring warnings from envi-
ronmentalists that drilling in peatlands and 
forests could release huge volumes of car-
bon dioxide. On Friday, about 200 protesters 
marched in Kinshasa toting banners bearing 
slogans such as “No to new fossil fuels”. 

Rose Mathe, a 22-year-old climate activ-
ist, said developing the oil and gas blocks 
contradicted the government’s push to brand 
the DRC as a “solution country” for climate 
change. “The world is transitioning towards 
100-percent renewable energy,” she said, 
adding that drilling for oil is environmentally 
destructive. Roughly the size of western 
Europe, the DRC enjoys vast mineral riches, 
including huge reserves of cobalt and lithium 
that are critical for battery production. 

Peatlands in the Congo Basin also store 
around 30 billion tons of carbon, according 
to a 2016 Nature study. The figure is 
roughly equivalent to three years’ of global 
emissions. 

Patient Muamba, a campaigner for 
Greenpeace Africa who attended the pro-
test, told AFP petrol has no future. “We’re 
asking the government cancel these offers,” 
he said, referring to the oil and gas auction. 
The DRC’s government has argued that dril-
ling will be conducted using methods that 
minimize harm to the environment. It has 
also stressed that exploiting oil and gas will 
help diversify the mining-reliant economy. 

About three-quarters of the DRC’s popula-
tion of 90 million people lives on under $1.9 
a day, according to World Bank figures.  The 
World Bank had urged five West African 
countries to diversify their economies to 
adapt to climate change, warning they are 
extremely vulnerable to extreme weather 
patterns. A report said Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania, and Niger — all in the arid 
Sahel region —are among the least devel-
oped countries in the world and therefore 
the most vulnerable to extreme droughts, 
floods and heatwaves. 

It warned that millions were at risk or 
already experiencing food insecurity due to 
low agricultural production from extreme 
weather, rising insecurity and high food 
prices. 

The “now regular and growing climate 
shocks are causing large losses in outputs, 
reducing human capital accumulation, and 
leading to potentially devastating ecological 
and economic tipping points in the region,” 

the bank said. It said by 2050, annual GDP 
could fall by as much as 11.9 percent in 
Niger and by 6.8 percent in Burkina Faso 
under pessimistic climate scenarios. 

But the report says that the damage 
caused by climate change can be signifi-
cantly reduced. Clara de Sousa, the World 
Bank country director for Burkina Faso, 
Chad, Mali and Niger, said there are “signifi-
cant opportunities for more resilient devel-
opment in the Sahel”. —AFP 

She said the report was a roadmap to 
help Sahel countries “scale up reforms and 
investments to diversify their economies in 
more resilient and inclusive ways.” 

The report includes proposals such as 
restoring degraded land and boosting eco-
nomic opportunities for communities, as 
well as adopting technology to make the 
agriculture sector become more climate 
resilient. The five countries contribute less 
than one percent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. —AFP 

How pound  
plunge impacts  
taxpayers 

 
LONDON: The British pound had its worst day 
since the early days of the pandemic on Friday 
after Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng announced his 
mini-budget. Falling by more than 3 per cent, it 
dropped to its lowest value against the US dollar 
in 37 years. 

It adds to a months-long fall in the value of the 
pound. Over the past month, it has dropped by 7 
per cent - and the value of sterling is more than a 
fifth lower than it was a year ago. 

This will mean higher prices for Britons over 
the coming months and years. Samuel Tombs, an 
expert at Pantheon Economics, on Thursday said 
that inflation is likely to increase by about 0.5 
percentage points in 2024 because of recent falls 
in the pound. 

This means that every £1,000 that a family 
spends will be worth £5 less simply because of 
the drop in sterling, and it will leave the average 
household about £150 worse off every year. 

It also adds to runaway inflation, currently at 
about 10 per cent, and to the massive rise in 
energy bills facing households and businesses 
across the UK and Europe. Energy bills are one 
of the things that are likely to increase as the 
pound falls - the price of the gas the UK uses is 
based on the dollar, even if the gas is produced in 
the UK. Foreign holidays are also likely to be 
more expensive, especially when visiting the US 
and other countries whose currencies the pound 
has dropped against. 

Fortunately the euro is also weak at the moment, 
so holidays to the continent are unlikely to increase 
much in price because of currency changes. There 
are also benefits to a lower-valued pound, as it will 
now be cheaper for tourists to come to the UK, for 
example. It is also likely to make British companies 
more competitive when they export around the 
world: a cheaper pound makes it cheaper to buy 
British goods and services. —AFP

KINSHASA, RD Congo: Climate change activists take part in a march in Kinshasa on September 23, 2022. 
Hundreds of climate activists protested in the Democratic Republic of Congo’s capital Kinshasa on September 
23, 2022, an AFP journalist saw, ahead a climate summit due to be held in the city next month. —AFP




