
NEW YORK: A country of fertile, densely populated deltas, 
low-lying Bangladesh is among the most vulnerable nations in 
the world to climate change. But the urgency of the situation is 
not being matched by actions of countries responsible for emis-
sions, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said. 

“They don’t act. They can talk but they don’t act,” she told AFP 
on a visit to New York for the United Nations General Assembly. 
“The rich countries, the developed countries, this is their respon-
sibility. They should come forward. But we are not getting that 
much response from them. That is the tragedy,” she said. 

“I know the rich countries, they want to become more rich 
and rich. They don’t bother for others.” Bangladesh has pro-
duced a miniscule amount of the greenhouse gas emissions that 
have already contributed to the warming of the planet by an 
average of nearly 1.2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

The Paris accord called for $100 billion a year by 2020 from 
wealthy nations to help developing nations cope with climate 
change. That year, $83.3 billion was committed, including 
through private sources, according to Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development figures. 

One key issue facing the next UN climate summit, to take 
place in Egypt in November, is whether wealthy nations also 
need to pay for losses and damages from climate change-not 
just to pay for adaptation and mitigation. 

“We want that fund to be raised. Unfortunately we didn’t get 
a good response from the developed countries,” Hasina said. 
“Because they are the responsible ones for these damages, 
they should come forward,” the 74-year-old added. Wealthy 
nations have agreed only to discuss the loss and damage issue 
through 2024. 

This year’s General Assembly featured repeated calls for cli-
mate justice. The leader of tiny Vanuatu urged an international 
treaty against fossil fuels while the prime minister of Pakistan 
warned that floods that have swamped one-third of his country 
could happen elsewhere. 

 
Questions on Rohingya  

Climate is not the only issue on which Bangladesh sees inac-
tion from the West. Some 750,000 Rohingya fled to Bangladesh 
in 2017 after a scorched-earth campaign against the minority 
group by troops in neighboring Myanmar, a campaign that the 
United States has described as genocide. 

While the world has saluted Bangladesh for taking in the ref-
ugees-along with 100,000 who fled earlier violence-attention 
has shifted since the COVID-19 pandemic and now Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. 

“As long as they are in our country, we feel that it is our 
duty,” she said. But for Bangladeshi hosts, patience is running 
thin, she said. Michelle Bachelet, then the UN human rights chief, 
said on a visit in August that there was growing anti-Rohingya 
sentiment in Bangladesh. 

“Local people also suffer a lot,” Hasina said. “I can’t say that 
they’re angry, but they feel uncomfortable.” “All the burden is 
coming upon us. This is a problem.” The Rohingya refugees, who 
are mostly Muslim, live largely in ramshackle camps with tarpau-
lins, sheet metal and bamboo. 

Bachelet on her visit said there was no prospect of sending 
them back to Buddhist-majority, military-run Myanmar, where 
the Rohingya are not considered citizens. But in her interview, 
Hasina signaled that there were few options other than for the 

Rohingya to reside in camps. “It is not possible for us to give 
them an open space because they have their own country. They 
want to go back there. So that is the main priority for every-
body,” Hasina said. “If anybody wants to take them, they can 
take them,” she added. “Why should I object?” — AFP 
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UNITED NATIONS: Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
addresses the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly at 
UN headquarters in New York City. —AFP 

MIMATA, Japan: A worker clears debris and mud at the site of a landslide caused by typhoon in Mimata, 
Miyazaki prefecture. —AFP

Bangladesh PM denounces ‘tragedy’  
of rich nations on climate change 

‘I know the rich countries, they want to become more rich and rich’ 

One killed as 
typhoon Talas 
nears Japan 

 
TOKYO: Typhoon Talas approached eastern 
Japan Saturday, bringing heavy rains and killing 
one person a week after another major storm 
battered the country. Japan is currently in its 
typhoon season, and faces around 20 such 
storms a year, routinely with heavy rains that 
cause flash floods or landslides. 

The latest, Talas, was churning near the 
northeast of the country, 100 kilometres (62 
miles) off the coast of Omaezaki at 6 am (2100 
GMT Friday), according to the Japan 
Meteorological Agency. 

It was packing maximum gusts of 90 km 
per hour, the JMA said. The agency has issued 
warnings about high waves, heavy rains, land-
slides and floods in central, eastern and north-
ern Japan, including Tokyo. A man in his 40s 
died after his house was hit by a landslide in 
Kakegawa, Shizuoka prefecture, local media 
reported. 

In a separate landslide in Hamamatsu, also in 
Shizuoka prefecture, three people including a 
nine-year-old boy suffered light injuries, public 
broadcaster NHK said. Police could not imme-
diately confirm the reports. 

Last weekend, four people were killed and 
151 injured after Typhoon Nanmadol slammed 
into southwestern Japan. Scientists say climate 
change is increasing the severity of storms and 
causing extreme weather such as heat waves, 
droughts and flash floods to become more 
frequent and intense. — AFP

FARC dissidents  
suspend fighting  
for ceasefire talks 

 
BOGOTA: Colombia’s largest FARC dissident 
splinter group said in a video released Friday 
they were prepared to halt attacks against secu-
rity forces to help ceasefire talks. Latin America’s 
most fearsome guerrilla group, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), signed a 
peace deal with the state in 2016 to end more 
than half a century of armed conflict. 

But some guerrillas, unable to find a niche in 
civilian life, joined dissidents linked to the illegal 
trade in drugs and mining resources. A leader of 
the so-called “FARC-EP Central Staff” dissident 
group said it would call off attacks to allow a 
bilateral ceasefire to take effect. 

All of the “units have been ordered to avoid as 
much as possible clashes with the public forces 
as long as we are not attacked,” the unnamed 
leader said in the video, appearing alongside 16 
armed fighters wearing camouflage gear. 

Colombian newspaper El Tiempo said the 
leader was Ivan Mordisco, who the previous 
government of conservative president Ivan 
Duque said was killed in a military operation. 
Since Colombia’s first ever left-wing president 
Gustavo Petro came to power in August, he has 
repeatedly called on the country’s armed groups 
to lay down their weapons and come to the 
negotiating table to bring about a “total peace.” 

The dissident leader, who said he was 
recorded Thursday, said a break in hostilities was 
the starting point “to create a favorable climate 
to begin the agreements and mechanisms for a 
bilateral ceasefire with the national government.” 

He also said he was prepared to enter “frank 
dialogue to find a way out of the social and armed 
conflict” that has lasted almost six decades. Last 
Saturday, government delegates met in the south-
ern Caqueta department to initiate peace discus-
sions with members of the “Central Staff” group 
which has around 2,000 fighters, according to the 
Indepaz research group. It is mostly active in the 
Amazon rainforest area on the border with 
Venezuela and earns revenue through drug traf-
ficking and illegal mineral extraction. Other dis-
sident FARC groups have also expressed interest 
in dialogue with the new government. — AFP 

Farrell ‘steps back’  
from Munster duty  

 
DUBLIN: Ireland international centre Chris 
Farrell has stepped away from Munster duty 
amid a legal case in France relating to an 
alleged rape, the Irish rugby team announced. 
Farrell faces a charge of “non-prevention of a 
crime” in the case which dates back to March 
2017. A statement from Munster said the 29-
year-old would not be involved with the club 
while “legal proceedings concerning his alleged 
involvement as a witness to an alleged crime in 
2017, are ongoing”. 

“Munster Rugby and Chris Farrell have 
agreed that, with immediate effect, he will be 
stepping back from his involvement with the 
Munster squad,” the statement read. “As this is 
an active legal matter before the French courts, 
we have no further comment.” 

Farrell played for French Top 14 side 
Grenoble from 2014 to 2017 and has made 15 
appearances for Ireland, and was part of the 
Six Nations’ Grand Slam team in 2018 as well 
as the World Cup squad in 2019. 

Three former Grenoble players, Irishman 
Denis Coulson, New Zealander Rory Grice and 
Frenchman Loick Jammes have denied rape 
allegations. The young woman alleged that she 
was raped after she met the players at a night-
club in Bordeaux following their defeat against 
Bordeaux-Begles in March 2017. The players 
claim that the young woman was consenting. 

Farrell and Dylan Hayes, also both playing 
with Grenoble at the time, face the lesser 
charge of “non-prevention of a crime”. On 
Thursday, the case was referred to the 
Assizes Court of Gironde, and the players 
appealed that decision to the Bordeaux Court 
of Appeal, which upheld the referral of the 
case to the criminal trial court. The players 
still have the right to appeal the decision to 
another court. —AFP 




