
IRPIN, Ukraine: On the half-ruined top floor 
of an apartment block in war-scarred Irpin near 
Kyiv, Mykhailo Kyrylenko looks proudly at the 
new roof taking shape. Over a hundred res-
idential blocks in Irpin-dubbed a “hero city” by 
President Volodymyr Zelensky for holding back 
Russian invaders headed towards the capital-
were badly damaged by shelling. 

Now the advance of winter presents a dif-
ferent threat, as they urgently need to complete 
the repairs before the temperatures drop. With 
state and local funds in short supply, the 
16,000 Irpin residents left homeless by the 
shelling find themselves in a race against time 
to get their homes ready. 

“We did not wait for any help,” said 
Kyrylenko, the head of his building’s residents’ 
association. “I understand that there is a war in 
the country, many people understand this.” His 
brightly coloured block with yellow-painted 
gable walls was hit by four shells during the 
first days of the invasion, which began on 
February 24. Those strikes destroyed the roof 
and burned down the top floor. 

After weeks of fighting however, Ukrainian 
forces recaptured the town, prompting the 65-
year-old Kyrylenko to mobilise the building’s 
residents. When government experts assessed 
that the top floor could be saved, he organised 
a vote, with most in favour of rebuilding. 

“People don’t have much money, but they 
agreed” to donate funds to gradually restore 
the shattered apartments, Kyrylenko, wearing 
dark-blue work overalls, told AFP. “If we were 
waiting for the state to help us, then ... we 
would definitely have to dismantle the fifth 

floor, it would collapse,” he said. 
His efforts quickly saw results. Out of 40 

apartments in the building, about a dozen 
remained continuously occupied. They were 
reconnected to the water supply, sewerage and 
electricity-although there is still no gas. 

“The most important thing is to get the roof 
on so that rainwater and snow do not get 
inside,” Kyrylenko said, looking up at new 
wooden beams almost all of which were now 
in place. 

But bare brick walls on the sides and piles of 
construction debris underfoot indicated the 
work still to do. The residents themselves and 
charitable foundations have already contrib-
uted significant sums, but Kyrylenko said at 
least two million gryvnia ($53,000) more was 
needed to winter-proof the building. 

“Eight families now live here and will con-
tinue to do so,” Kyrylenko said. On the fourth 
floor, Viktor Murygin’s appartment suffered 
minimal damage, with only faint streaks on 
light-coloured walls visible after rain. 

Despite being less affected however, 63-
year-old Murygin contributed both money and 
his labour to the reconstruction drive. It was a 
constant fight against the elements, said 
Murygin. 

“It was necessary to protect not only my 
apartment, but also the apartments below.” 
And thanks to the damp-resistant materials 
bought by charities, three apartments had so 
far been saved. 

 
Plea for help  

While residents of many other Ukrainian 

cities hit by Russian shells desperately seek 
reconstruction funds, government and local 
officials are beginning to respond. 

Prime Minister Denys Shmygal announced 
last week a government allocation of around 
3.4 billion gryvnia ($91 million) for “operational 
restoration work”. 

But much more was needed, said Irpin 

mayor Oleksandr Markushyn. 
“We appeal to the entire world community 

to help us with building materials, with funding 
for reconstruction,” Markushyn wrote on social 
media earlier this month on Irpin’s annual “City 
Day”. “This is the most difficult City Day in the 
history of Irpin. We cannot celebrate because 
the occupiers left behind ruins.” —AFP 
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IRPIN, Ukraine: Workers repair the roof of an apartment block partially destroyed by shelling in the town of 
Irpin, Kyiv region. Over a hundred residential blocks in Irpin - dubbed a “hero city” by President Volodomyr 
Zelensky for holding Russian invaders on their way to the capital - were badly damaged by shelling. —AFP

Roof is key as Ukrainians race to  
fix shelled homes ahead of winter 

16,000 Irpin residents left homeless by the shelling  

Russia proxies 
hold breakaway  
polls in Ukraine 

 
KYIV: Kremlin-held regions of eastern and southern Ukraine 
entered the second day of voting to become part of Russia on 
Saturday, in referendums dismissed as a “sham” by US President 
Joe Biden. The voting on whether Russia should annex four 
regions of Ukraine started Friday, dramatically raising the stakes 
seven months after Moscow’s troops invaded. 

The same day polling got under way, UN and Ukrainian offi-
cials revealed what they said was more evidence of Russian “war 
crimes”-including executions and torture. “Russia’s referenda 
are a sham-a false pretext to try to annex parts of Ukraine by 
force in flagrant violation of international law,” Biden said. 

“We will work with our allies and partners to impose 
additional swift and severe economic costs on Russia.” It even 
prompted a reaction from Beijing, Moscow’s closest ally since 
the war began in February. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi-in comments made to his 
Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba at the UN General 
Assembly Friday-said the “sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of all countries must be respected”. 

Ukrainian forces said they were clawing back territory from 
Moscow-backed separatists in the very lands Russia wants to 
assimilate. Voting is being held in Russian-controlled areas of 
Donetsk and Lugansk in the east, and Kherson and Zaporizhzhia 
in the south. 

Authorities there are going door-to-door for four days to 
collect votes. Polling stations then open Tuesday for residents to 
cast ballots on the final day. It was also possible to vote at the 
building in Moscow that represents the Donetsk breakaway 
region. Leonid, a 59-year-old military official, told AFP he was 
“feeling happy”. “Ultimately, things are moving towards the 
restoration of the Soviet Union. The referendum is one step 
towards this.” 

 
‘No legitimacy’  

The vote was announced earlier this week after a Ukrainian 
counteroffensive seized most of the northeastern Kharkiv 
region-bringing hundreds of settlements back under Kyiv’s con-
trol after months of Russian occupation. The four regions’ 

integration into Russia would represent a major escalation of the 
conflict as Moscow would consider any military move there as 
an attack on its own territory. 

The referendums are reminiscent of the one held after Russia 
annexed Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky on Friday denounced the polls. “The world 
will react absolutely justly to the sham referenda,” he said, 
describing them as “crimes against international law and the law 
of Ukraine”. Earlier Friday, G7 nations said the polls will “never” 
be recognised and have “no legal effect or legitimacy”.  

UN investigators meanwhile on Friday accused Russia of 
committing war crimes on a “massive scale” in Ukraine-listing 
bombings, executions, torture and horrific sexual violence. 

Erik Mose of the Commission of Inquiry-an investigative 
team set up by the Security Council in March-said they had 
seen evidence of a “large number of executions” and the rape 
and torture of children. —AFP 

SHEVCHENKOVE, Ukraine: Denys (R), 13, and Sasha (L), 10, cheer to 
passing cars from their mimicked checkpoint at the curve of a road in 
Chuhuiv, Kharkiv region. Kyiv said today its forces had recaptured a 
village in the eastern Donetsk region and territory around another 
war-scarred town there, as Moscow-proxies held votes on annexation 
by Russia. —AFP

Republicans roll out  
‘Commitment to America’  
ahead of midterms 

 
WASHINGTON:  US House Republicans on Friday 
unveiled a sales pitch for governing packed with promises-
but light on specifics-on a checklist of hot-button issues 
from crime to immigration and the economy, as they seek a 
path back to power in the midterm elections. 

With just 45 days to go until the nationwide polls that 
decide who controls Congress, the “Commitment to 
America” marks the party’s first attempt to formally shape a 
concrete policy agenda beyond simply hammering 
President Joe Biden. 

“We’ve spent the last year and a half-all the Republican 
members in conference-going throughout the country lis-
tening-listening to the challenges, fighting what Democrats 
have been doing,” House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 
said at an event outside Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

“And we want to roll it out to you, to the entire country, 
to know exactly what we will do.” The agenda prioritizes 
the usual conservative staples of the economy, illegal 
immigration, the opioid crisis, combating crime and 
increased fossil fuel production-all identified weaknesses 
for Biden. 

It hits on hot-button issues that have polarized voters, 
such as transgender athletes in girls’ and women’s sports, in 
parts reflecting former president Donald Trump’s right-
wing “Make America Great Again” (MAGA) agenda. 

The Republicans are also focused on Democratic pol-
icies in schools, where bitter debates have played out on 
what many parents see as overzealous mask mandates and 
on the teaching of racism in America’s history. 

Beyond a brief pledge to “protect the lives of unborn 
children,” however, it notably steers clear of the Republican 
goal to more tightly regulate abortion, an issue McCarthy 
didn’t address in his speech. It also avoids other issues seen 
by Democrats as electoral catnip, such as protecting 
democracy in the wake of the 2021 Capitol insurrection and 
the global climate crisis. —AFP 




