
UNITED NATIONS: Zionist entity is deliber-
ately impeding progress toward a two-state
solution and can no longer be considered a
reliable partner in the peace process,
Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas told the
United Nations on Friday.

His remarks come a day after Zionist Prime
Minister Yair Lapid said he supported a two-
state solution, but Abbas said the proof would
be immediate negotiations. Repeating griev-
ances, Abbas said the Jewish state has acted
with “total impunity” against people in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank and that
Palestinians’ trust in the prospects for peace is
“regressing.”

Zionist entity “is, through its premeditated
and deliberate policies, destroying the two-
state solution,” the Palestinian Authority (PA)
president said in a speech to the General
Assembly. “This proves unequivocally that
Zionist entity does not believe in peace,” he
added. “Therefore, we no longer have an
Zionist partner to whom we can talk.”

Lapid, in his own address, reiterated his
support for the creation of a “peaceful”
Palestinian state. Abbas called the remarks a
“positive development,” but said a true test of
credibility “is for the Zionist government to go
back to the negotiation table-immediately,
tomorrow.”

Zionist-Palestinian peace negotiations have
been stalled since 2014. The Lapid govern-
ment’s current strategy is to try to support the
Palestinian economy, but without embarking on
a peace process with Abbas. The 87-year-old
Abbas is contending with growing unrest in

parts of the West Bank that threatens to spiral
out of control, and his popularity in the territo-
ry has slumped to historic lows.

Some Palestinians accuse the PA of being
Zionist pawns and tacitly accepting the occu-
pation of the West Bank.  Abbas told the
General Assembly that Zionist entity has been
engaged in a campaign of land confiscation in
the occupied territories and was giving the
military “total freedom” to kill or otherwise use
excessive force against Palestinians.

“This is the truth: They are an apartheid
regime,” he said, using a comparison that infu-
riated Zionist entity. Abbas’s speech was “a lie-
filled rant completely detached from reality,”
said Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations,
Gilad Erdan.

“President Abbas uses the UN as a platform
to incite hatred against Zionist entity, while
glorifying the terrorists that he himself funds,”
Erdan said in a statement, after the Palestinian
leader praised jailed militants.

In demanding the international community
hold Israel accountable for “the massacres
they have committed,” Abbas accused the
United Nations and its more powerful
members, notably the United States, of “pro-
tecting Zionist entity.”

He reiterated the Palestinians’ position that
Zionist entity be brought before the
International Criminal Court so that it is forced
to “shoulder its legal, political, moral and finan-
cial responsibilities.” The United States has
been urging the PA not to pursue a case at the
ICC, arguing it is not a sovereign state and that
the court unfairly targets Zionist entity.

Zionist entity has occupied East Jerusalem
and the West Bank since 1967 and from 2007
has imposed a blockade on the Gaza Strip, a
Palestinian territory controlled by the Islamists
of Hamas. A year ago, Abbas addressed the UN
by videolink and said he was giving Zionist

entity one year to withdraw from occupied ter-
ritory or he would no long recognize the Jewish
state based on pre-1967 borders. He did not
mention the ultimatum Friday, but focused
instead on the lack of international recognition
of the Palestinian territories. — AFP
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KFAR QADDUM, Palestinian Territories: Palestinian demonstrators use slingshots during clashes with Zionist
forces following a protest against the expropriation of Palestinian land by Zionist entity in the village of Kfar
Qaddum in the occupied West Bank near the Jewish settlement of Kedumim. —AFP

Zionist entity no longer ‘partner’ for 
peace, Palestinians’ Abbas tells UN

Lapid reiterates support for creation of a ‘peaceful’ Palestinian state

Hurricane Fiona 
hits Canada after 
brushing Bermuda
MONTREAL, Canada: Hurricane Fiona made landfall in east-
ern Canada’s Nova Scotia on Saturday, the US National
Hurricane Center said, with maximum winds of 90 miles (144
kilometers) per hour and heavy rainfall.

The NHC said the storm would affect many parts of eastern
Canada as a “powerful hurricane-force cyclone”. Canada has
issued severe weather warnings for much of its eastern coast.

“Significant impacts from high winds, storm surge, and heavy
rainfall are expected,” the NHC said in an advisory.

The Canadian Hurricane Center (CHC) said high-speed winds
had been reported in Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Iles-
de-la-Madeleine and southwestern Newfoundland.

Rainfall of up to 4.9 inches (125 millimeters) had been
recorded in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, the CHC
said, with a “high likelihood” of storm surges affecting Nova
Scotia, the Gulf of St. Lawrence and western Newfoundland.

“It is certainly going to be a historic, extreme event for east-
ern Canada,” Bob Robichaud, a meteorologist for the CHC, told
reporters before the storm made landfall. “It’s a major hurri-
cane... All that momentum is trapped within the storm, so it’s
very difficult for something like that to actually wind down.”

In its latest bulletin, the CHC said conditions would improve
in western Nova Scotia and eastern New Brunswick on
Saturday, but would persist elsewhere. At 0900 GMT, the hurri-
cane was located in eastern Nova Scotia, about 130 miles (210
km) northeast of Halifax, and was moving north-northwest at 40
miles (65 km) per hour, the CHC said.

Authorities in Nova Scotia issued an emergency alert on
phones, saying power outages were likely and people should
stay inside with enough supplies for at least 72 hours. Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau called the storm “a bad one,” adding it
“could have significant impacts right across the region.”

In Halifax, the capital of Nova Scotia, stores sold out of
propane gas cylinders for camping stoves as residents
stocked up. “Hopefully it will slow up when it hits the cooler
water, but it doesn’t sound like it’s going to ,” Dave Buis of
the Northern Yacht Club in North Sydney, Nova Scotia, told
Canadian television.

Puerto Rico hard hit 
Bermuda, which Fiona skirted by a day earlier, had at the time

called on residents to remain inside as strong winds raked over
the British territory, but no fatalities or major damage were
reported as the storm passed roughly 100 miles to the west of
the island.

The Belco power company said 15,000 out of 36,000 house-
holds were without power on Friday evening, with electricity
being rapidly returned to many areas.

The Royal Bermuda Regiment said it was waiting for winds to
die down before clearing roads. Residents posted images of
downed power lines and some flooding on social media.

“We had some minor damage to the premises but nothing
serious,” Jason Rainer, owner of a souvenir shop in the capital
Hamilton told AFP, saying some doors and windows had been
blown out. Store owners had covered windows with sheets of
metal and wood.

The island of about 64,000 people is no stranger to hurri-
canes-but it is also tiny, just 21 square miles (54 sq km), and one
of the most remote places in the world, 640 miles from its
closest neighbor, the United States.

Bermuda, whose economy is fueled by international finance
and tourism, is wealthy compared with most Caribbean coun-
tries, and structures must be built to strict planning codes to
withstand storms. Some have done so for centuries. — AFP

CROSS BAY, Bermuda: A woman walks by a closed restaurant with boarded
up windows in Horseshoe Bay, Bermuda, as Hurricane Fiona churned
towards the Atlantic island as a powerful Category 4 storm. —AFP

Nearly 1,300 political
prisoners in Belarus: UN   
GENEVA: The United Nations warned Friday of a deteri-
orating rights situation in Belarus amid a massive crack-
down on civil society that has left nearly 1,300 people
detained on political grounds. “The climate of repression
(in Belarus) continues with a deterioration of the human
rights situation, involving serious violations of civil and
political rights, and rampant impunity,” said acting UN
rights chief Nada Al-Nashif.

In a statement to the UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva, slammed by Belarus, she said her office was seeing
“a massive crackdown” on civil society, media and others.
The UN rights office has been examining the situation in
Belarus in the run-up to and aftermath of contested 2020
elections that handed veteran strongman Alexander
Lukashenko a sixth term.

It already determined that at least 37,000 people were
detained between May 2020 and May 2021, and while many
were subsequently released, fresh arrests are continuing.
Since the rights office’s last update in March, Nashif said,
the number of people detained on what are believed to be
“politically motivated charges grew to 1,296 from 1,085.”

They included opposition candidates, political activists,
rights defenders, trade union activists, journalists and pro-
testers, often rounded up on charges related to “extremist”
activity, tax evasion and even “high treason”, she said.

Over the past two years, at least 370 organisations have
closed their doors to avoid facing possible criminal
charges, while more than 630 organisations are in the pro-
cess of dissolution by the authorities, including virtually all
rights groups in the country, she said.

Belarus’s supreme court also effectively dissolved the
country’s independent trade union movement in July, while
basically all independent media outlets have been labelled
“extremist formations” and banned, she added.

Nashif also slammed recent amendments to Belarus’s
criminal code, enabling trials in absentia and expanding the
application of the death penalty to include “attempts to
carry out acts of terrorism”-a charge already faced by
dozens of activists. — AFP


