
3 Chinese dead  
after Cambodia  
boat sinking 

 
SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia: The death 
toll from a capsized boat off Cambodia’s coast 
rose to three Chinese nationals on Saturday, 
with a further nine rescued in Vietnamese 
waters and eight still missing, Cambodian 
authorities said. 

The vessel with 41 Chinese people on 
board got into difficulties near the Cambodian 
casino hub of Sihanoukville on Thursday. It 
was carrying migrants from China who had 
been promised work. Kheang Phearom, a 
spokesman for Cambodia’s Preah Sihanouk 
provincial administration, told AFP that rescue 
teams recovered two more bodies on 
Saturday, bringing the death toll to three. Eight 
people remain missing, he said. Cambodian 
authorities had rescued 21 people on Friday. 

Meanwhile, a Vietnamese border guard on 
duty in Kien Giang province told AFP that a 

fishing vessel had rescued nine Chinese 
nationals in Vietnamese waters near Phu Quoc 
island on Friday. Chinese survivors recovering 
from the ordeal at a hospital in Sihanoukville 
Saturday said they had no idea they were 
headed for Cambodia, adding that their mobile 
phones had been confiscated.  

Zhu Pingfan, 41, from Hunan province, said 
he had been lured into undertaking the voy-
age with the promise of a wage of up to 
$2,800 for a 20-day fishing trip. He said he 
wasn’t sure he would survive after the boat 
ran into trouble. “I felt hopeless when I was in 
the sea,” he told AFP. —AFP 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia: Tourists prepare to board a boat to Koh Rong island in Sihanoukville on 
September 24, 2022. The death toll from a capsized boat off southern Cambodia’s coast rose to three 
Chinese nationals with a further nine rescued in Vietnamese waters. —AFP

EL AARIDA, Lebanon: Mourners carry the body of one of the victims of the shipwreck during his funeral in the northern Lebanese port city of Tripoli. — AFP

Established 1961 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2022

DAMASCUS: Eighty-nine bodies have been 
recovered since a boat carrying migrants 
from Lebanon sunk off Syria’s coast, Syrian 
state media said Saturday, as the Lebanese 
army said it arrested a suspected smuggler 
behind one of the deadliest recent 
shipwrecks in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Filippo Grandi, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), called 
it a “heart-wrenching tragedy”. At least 14 
people rescued were recovering in hospitals 
in Syria while six others were discharged, as 
search efforts continued, with several people 
still missing since the boat sank on Thursday. 

“There are 89 victims, while 14 people are 
receiving treatment at Al-Basel Hospital, two 
of whom are in intensive care,” Syria’s offi-
cial news agency SANA reported, quoting 
Iskandar Ammar, a hospital official. 

Lebanon’s army said i t  arrested a 
Lebanese man who “admitted to organising 
the recent smuggl ing operat ion from 
Lebanon to Italy by sea”. Lebanon, a coun-
try which hosts more than a million refu-
gees from Syria’s civil war, has since 2019 
been mired in a financial crisis branded by 
the World Bank as one of the worst in mod-
ern times. 

It has become a launchpad for illegal 
migration, with its own citizens joining 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees clamouring 
to leave. As many as 150 people were on 
board the small boat that sank off the Syrian 
port of Tartus, some 50 kilometres (30 miles) 
north of Tripoli in Lebanon, from where the 
migrants set sail. 

Those on board were mostly Lebanese 
and Syrians and Palestinians, and included 

both children and the elderly, the UN said. 
Families in Lebanon were to hold a sec-
ond day of funerals Saturday after they 
were handed bodies of relatives on Friday 
night through the Arida border crossing 
with Syria. 

Since 2020, Lebanon has seen a spike in 
the number of migrants using its shores to 
attempt the perilous crossing in jam-packed 
boats to reach Europe. The UN children’s 
agency, UNICEF, said they had initial reports 
that 10 children were “among those who lost 
their lives” in the latest disaster. 

“People are taking this perilous decisions, 
risking their lives in search of dignity.” 
Lazzarini said more must be done “to offer a 
better future and address a sense of hope-
lessness in Lebanon and across the region, 
including among Palestine refugees”. — AFP 

89 dead in Lebanon migrant shipwreck  
‘People are taking this perilous decisions, risking their lives in search of dignity’ 

Blinken urges calm  
over Taiwan in  
talks with China 

 
NEW YORK, United States: US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken called Friday for calm over 
Taiwan as he met his Chinese counterpart, as 
soaring tensions showed signs of easing a notch. 
Blinken met for 90 minutes with Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi in New York on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General Assembly, in talks 
a US official described as “extremely candid” 
and focused largely on Taiwan. 

Blinken “stressed that preserving peace and 
stability across the Taiwan Strait is critical to 
regional and global security and prosperity,” a 
State Department statement said. He “discussed 
the need to maintain open lines of communica-
tion and responsibly manage the US-PRC rela-
tionship, especially during times of tension,” it 
added, using the acronym for the People’s 
Republic of China. 

A State Department official described the 
exchange on Taiwan as “direct and honest.” The 
official said Blinken also renewed US warnings 
not to support Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
amid guarded US hopes that Beijing is taking a 
distance from Moscow, nominally its ally. 

Wang met in New York with Ukraine’s for-
eign minister for the first time since the war and, 
in a Security Council session Thursday, empha-
sized the need for a ceasefire rather than sup-
port for Russia. Blinken, who went ahead with 
the talks despite the death of his father the pre-
vious day, met Wang for the first time since a 
sit-down in July in Bali, where both sides 
appeared optimistic for more stability. 

One month later, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi visited Taiwan, infuriating Beijing, which 
staged exercises seen as a trial run for an inva-
sion of the self-governing democracy, which it 
claims as its territory. — AFP 




