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L o c a l

Established 1961 

O n September 24, 1961, Kuwait 
Times  pub l i shed  i t s  f i r s t 
issue, ushering in a modern 

era of Kuwait journalism and estab-
l ishing the f irst  Engl ish-language 
dai ly  in  the Arabian Gul f . Kuwait 
Times was founded by Yousuf Saleh 
Al-Alyan, who was also president 
and founding member of the Kuwait 
Journalists Association.  

Establ ished just  af ter  Kuwait ’s 
independence and the start of the 
country’s development renaissance - 
coupled with a social movement, cul-
tural diversity and the welcoming of 
Arab and foreign residents - Kuwait 
Times served as the first newspaper 
for non-Arabic-speaking residents in 
Kuwait, bringing them the news of 
the world and presenting Kuwait’s 
news to the world. It represented the 
state abroad in front of the interna-
tional community. Its premises was 
and remain in Industrial Shuwaikh on 
Sahafa Street.  

Founder Yousuf Al-Alyan received 
the paper’s license from the Printing 
and Publications Department, which 
was then managed by the late Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber  Al-Sabah . The l icense  was 
issued around the same time as the 
license given to late Abdulaziz Al-
Musaeed to publish the Al-Rai Al-
Aam newspaper, which was Kuwait 
Times’ neighbor on Sahafa Street. 

 
A visionary in journalism 

The late Yousuf Saleh Al-Alyan 
(may Allah bless his soul), was one of 
the pioneers of journalism in Kuwait 
and the Arabian Gulf. He served as 
Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait Times from 
i ts  establ ishment  in  1961 unt i l  he 
passed away in December 2007. He 

was  born  and  a t tended h i s  h igh 
school in Kuwait, then went to Britain 
and joined the prestigious University 
of London, where he obtained his 
BSc  in  Economics  and  Po l i t i ca l 
Science in 1953. Al-Alyan was fond 
o f  knowledge  and  exp lor ing  the 
wor ld . H i s  educat iona l  t r ip  to 
Eng land  and  v i s i t s  to  European 
countries were attributed to his con-
tacts with various people and cul-
tures  and h is  wish to  understand 
their languages, which was the rea-
son behind his fluency in several for-
eign languages. He spoke French, 
German , I ta l i an , Fars i  and  H ind i , 
besides Arabic and English. 

He was selected as honorary pres-
ident of Kuwait Journalists Association 
in appreciation of his role in serving 
journalism, replacing the late dean 
Abdulaziz Al-Musaeed. He was one of 
the founders of KJA in 1964 as well as 
Editor-in-Chief of Al-Fajr Al-Jadeed. 
Al- Alyan served as KJA President 

from 1978 until 1985 and from 1990 
until 1992. Al-Alyan was awarded many 
honors and medals including the Ordre 
du Merite from the French president in 
2004 and the medal of the Order of 
Francisco de Miranda from the 
Venezuelan president, in addition to 
other awards and honors.  

The paper witnessed and partici-
pated  in  document ing  the  most 
notable events in Kuwait’s modern 
history, starting with the establish-
ment of democracy, the first parlia-
mentary elections, ratifying the con-
stitution of the state, the establish-
ment  o f  d ip lomat ic  re la t ions , 
Kuwai t ’s  jo in ing  o f  the  Un i ted 
Nations and Arab League, and the 
establishment of the Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development. 

The paper documented the crea-
tion of ministr ies, establ ishments, 
companies , jud ic iary, Kuwai t 
Univers i ty, Kuwai t  In ternat iona l 
Airport and oil projects. The paper 

also witnessed the development of 
infrastructure, health and education 
in the 1970s, along with the construc-
tion of schools, hospitals and res-
idential cities. It was an eyewitness to 
the golden era of sports in the 1980s 
and the establ ishment of  the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion and then the US-led libera-
tion of Kuwait in 1991, reconstruction 
and integral challenges in the 1990s. 
It  continues to cover events unt i l 
today, completing its six decades of 
continuous and regular publishing 
without interruption. 

 
Diversity for a diverse readership  

In 1983, Badrya Darwish joined 
Kuwait Times and brought with her a 
worldview of diversity and excel-
lence. She helped shape and launch a 
variety of additional publications and 
supplements including the widely 
popular Al-Fajr Al-Jadeed magazine.  

Kuwait Times communicated with 

the country’s burgeoning commu-
nities by becoming the country’s only 
multilingual newspaper, publishing in 
Eng l i sh , Urdu , Malaya lam and 
Tagalog. A separate 16-page daily 
insert provided thorough coverage of 
the Indian and Pakistani communities 
in Kuwait and political and economic 
events  shap ing  South  As ia . The 
week ly  F i l ip ino  Panorama pages 
highlighted the activities and con-
tributions of the Filipino community 
in Kuwait as well as key events and 
changes in the Philippines.  

Darwish  a l so  he lped  deve lop 
Weekender, a special weekly ful l-
color insert providing information 
about  local  events , act iv i t ies  and 
entertainment news. She also devel-
oped Junior, an exclus ive pul lout 
focus ing  on  Kuwai t ’s  youth  and 
offering educational content, youth 
news and coverage and information 
o f  schoo l-based  act iv i t ies  and 
events.

Kuwait Times - the vision  
of a pioneer in journalism

Kuwait Times founder Yousuf Al-Alyan with HH Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

HH Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah with Saud Al-Abdelrazzaq, Yousuf Al-Alyan and Baqir Khuraibet.

HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Yousuf Al-Alyan on board an aircraft during their return 
from Doha Khaleeji.

HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem with Yousuf Al-Alyan, Kuwait Times Editor-In-Chief.

Dr Ziad Al-Alyan with his father Yousuf Al-Alyan. Dr Ziad Al-Alyan, Yousuf Al-Awadhi, Yousuf Al-Alyan and Jassem Al-Khorafi.




