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Man City end Chelsea hex

LONDON: Manchester City ended their Chelsea 
hoodoo yesterday, beating the European champions 
1-0 while Bruno Fernandes missed a last-gasp penal-
ty in Manchester United’s shock 1-0 defeat by Aston 
Villa. Gabriel Jesus’ second-half strike proved deci-
sive for Pep Guardiola’s men, who gained a measure 
of revenge for three consecutive defeats by Chelsea, 
including a painful loss in the Champions League 
final in Porto. 

The win lifted the defending champions to 13 
points alongside Liverpool, Chelsea and United, who 
conceded a late goal to Villa defender Kortney Hause 
before suffering the agony of the missed spot-kick. 
Elsewhere, Jamie Vardy netted twice at the right end 
against Burnley after scoring an early own goal in a 
2-2 draw for stuttering Leicester while Norwich 
slumped to their sixth consecutive league defeat. 

Guardiola said this week that his side lacked a 
“weapon” to match Chelsea’s record signing Romelu 
Lukaku or United’s Cristiano Ronaldo to decide 
games inside the box. But Jesus ultimately made the 
difference for City, who could have won more con-

vincingly but for a combination of wasteful finishing 
and some impressive last-ditch defending. 

The Brazilian forward got the break City deserved 
in the 53rd minute as his effort deflected off Jorginho 
to leave goalkeeper Edouard Mendy flat-footed. The 
visitors had chances to 
double their lead, with 
Jack Grealish drawing a 
sharp save before Jesus 
was denied a second 
by Thiago Silva’s goal-
l ine clearance while 
Thomas Tuchel’s team 
failed to muster a sin-
gle shot on target. 

“Sometimes we 
believe we need a proper 
striker to finish, but the important thing is the way we 
play,” Guardiola told the BBC. “The most important 
thing is doing it as a team and as a unit. It’s like last 
season. Sergio (Aguero, who has left the club) was 
injured all year and we won the Premier League.” 

Fernandes miss 
Villa arrived at Old Trafford with a woeful record 

of one win in their previous 45 Premier League 
games against Manchester United, including 33 
defeats. The home side, boasting a star-studded 

attack including Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Fernandes, Paul 
Pogba and Mason 
Greenwood had 28 shots in 
all but Villa missed some gilt-
edged chances of their own. 

Just when it appeared the 
game was drifting towards a 
draw, Villa’s Hause flicked a 
near-post header beyond 
David de Gea from a 
Douglas Luiz corner in the 

88th minute. Minutes later he went from hero to vil-
lain when he handled Fernandes’ cross but the United 
playmaker sent his spot-kick high over the bar — 
just the second time he has failed to score from a 
penalty in 23 attempts for the club. 

It was a second home defeat of the week for 
United and a first in the Premier League this season, 
while they also lost Harry Maguire and Luke Shaw to 
injuries in front of watching England boss Gareth 
Southgate. United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, 
whose side have lost three of their past four matches 
in all competitions  criticized the way Fernandes was 
surrounded before his penalty. 

“First of all the way they get round the penalty 
spot, get round Bruno and that, that’s not to my lik-
ing,” he said. “Bruno is usually very good in those 
positions and unfortunately he missed this one. It 
doesn’t get in Bruno’s head. He’s strong mentally and 
he’ll step forward again. The decision (on who takes 
penalties) is made before the game.” Everton beat 
Norwich 2-0 while West Ham overcame struggling 
Leeds 2-1 with a late Michail Antonio goal. Watford 
had to settle for a 1-1 draw against Newcastle after 
having a late goal ruled out for offside. Jurgen 
Klopp’s Liverpool are in action at Brentford in the 
late kick-off on Saturday, with a chance to go three 
points clear at the top of the table.  —  AFP

Man Utd pay penalty • Everton beat Norwich • West Ham overcome Leeds

LONDON: Manchester City’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus (left) celebrates scoring his team’s first goal during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Manchester City at Stamford 
Bridge in London yesterday. — AFP

Vardy saves 
Leicester against 

Burnley

LA SPEZIA: AC Milan went top of Serie A 
yesterday with a 2-1 win at Spezia in which 
Daniel Maldini followed in his father’s and 
grandfather’s footsteps by scoring his first goal 
for the club on his full Serie A debut. Stefano 
Pioli’s side are a point ahead of Napoli and 
three ahead of city rivals Inter Milan thanks to 
the victory over battling Spezia which came 
thanks to Brahim Diaz’s close-range strike with 
four minutes remaining. 

Over 12 years since his father and club leg-
end Paolo last played for the seven-time 
European champions, Maldini junior headed 
Milan into the lead at Spezia two minutes after 
half-time. Former Italy defender Paolo, who 
won almost every honor in the game during his 
25 years as a Milan player and is now the 
club’s technical director, celebrated in the 
stands as his son was surrounded by team-
mates following the powerful header from 
Pierre Kalulu’s cross. 

“The most important thing about Daniel is 
that he’s talented. He’s got technical ability, he 
can see the play, he’s calm,” said Pioli to 
DAZN. “We wanted him to attack the area and 
he did that, scoring a good goal, I think he can 
only grow and that he’s got the quality to be a 
player that gives us some joy in the future.” 

 
Diaz decisive again 

Maldini’s fairytale debut looked to have 

been spoiled in the 80th minute when Daniele 
Verde’s shot took a wicked deflection off 
Sandro Tonali and left Milan goalkeeper Mike 
Maignan with no chance. However Spaniard 
Diaz was decisive again after scoring the cru-
cial first goal against Venezia midweek, col-
lecting Alexis Saelemaekers’ pull back and 
pushing home his fourth goal in all competi-
tions this season. 

Defeat was harsh on Spezia, who could also 
have scored on the hour mark when Giulio 
Maggiore somehow shot over from inches out 
and pushed Milan all the way. Thiago Motta’s 
side deserved more than zero points from pos-
itive performances in their last two matches 
against Juventus and Milan. 

“It’s always a difficult match here, they play 
good football. They played well but we fought 
together... I’m happy for everyone because it’s 
difficult to win here,” said Diaz to DAZN. The 
19-year-old Maldini’s grandfather Cesare 
Maldini, also a defender, won four league titles 
and the 1963 European Cup for the Rossoneri, 
scoring three times for the club. 

Paolo Maldini played more than 900 times 
for Milan, scoring 33 times and winning seven 
league titles and five European 
Cups/Champions Leagues. Daniel made his 
senior Milan debut as a late substitute during a 
1-1 draw with Verona in February last year, and 
has played in a clutch of matches from the 
bench since. — AFP 

Maldini scores 
fairytale first 
goal for Milan

LA SPEZIA: AC Milan’s Italian forward Daniel Maldini celebrates after opening the scor-
ing during the Italian Serie A football match between Spezia and AC Milan yesterday at 
the Alberto-Picco stadium in La Spezia. — AFP

SOCHI: McLaren’s Lando Norris took 
his maiden Formula One pole in a 
shock outcome to yesterday’s qualify-
ing for the Russian Grand Prix. Norris 
is joined on the front row by the 
Ferrari of Carlos Sainz with Lewis 
Hamilton starting on the second row in 
his latest attempt at reaching 100 wins. 
Hamilton was looking good for pole 
after topping the timesheets in Q1 and 
Q2, but he then suffered late drama 
with three minutes left of Q3 when he 
hit the pit wall requiring a hastily fitted 
new front wing to his damaged 
Mercedes. A spin on his re-emergence 
out onto the circuit on slick tyres left 
the door open for 21-year-old Norris 
to steal the show at Sochi with a flying 
last lap of 1min 41.993sec. “Oh boy. It 
feels amazing. Manic session,” Norris 
beamed. 

“We made the decision to go slicks, 
you never think you will get pole until 
you get it,” he added. The refreshingly 
different complexion of the top of the 
grid was completed by George Russell 
of Williams. He posted the third quick-
est time to start alongside seven-time 
world champion Hamilton, his team-
mate when he relaces Valtteri Bottas at 
Mercedes next season. “It is crazy. 
Second time in the top three in three 
or four events, the team have done an 

amazing job,” said the 22-year-old 
referring to a brilliant qualifying ses-
sion at Spa to gain his first podium in 
the rain-ruined Belgian Grand Prix. 

Max Verstappen, who leads 
Hamilton by five points ahead of this 
15th round of the season, starts from 
the back of the grid due to an engine 
change penalty on his Red Bull. “As I 
will be starting from the back of the 
grid anyway, we decided to take no 
risks and to skip quali,” the Dutch 
driver tweeted. “Quite an interesting 
quali result! It’s full focus on the race, 
in which I’ll try to fight my way for-
ward and hopefully have some fun.” 

Hamilton meanwhile will be count-
ing on exploiting Verstappen’s penalty 
to the fullest at the circuit on the 
shores of the Black Sea where he has 
already won four times with Mercedes 
undefeated since it first appeared on 
the calendar in 2014. Stuck on 99 since 
Silverstone on July 18 the Mercedes 
world champion will hope his car’s 
race pace will see him finally become 
F1’s first century man. Qualifying got 
underway as scheduled after a dramat-
ic improvement in conditions following 
torrential rain which washed out the 
morning’s third and final practice. The 
deluge left the circuit in the Olympic 
Park under water.  — AFP 
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