
LONDON: Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp on
Friday demanded “some kind of solution” to prevent
another club-v-country row over COVID quaran-
tine rules for World Cup qualifiers. Eight Brazilian
Premier League players — including Liverpool
goalkeeper Alisson Becker and midfielder Fabinho
— were called-up by Brazil coach Tite for the next
round of 2022 qualifiers in October.

Premier League clubs refused to release players
earlier this month for matches in countries on the
British government’s ‘red’ list because of the 10-day
quarantine rule facing returning travelers. In
response, the Brazilian Football Confederation
(CBF) and three other national associations asked
FIFA to bar the players from club duty for five days
before withdrawing their request a day before the
next round of Premier League fixtures.

“There must be a solution because we cannot
just leave it like this and say it’s not a problem. Yes,
it is a problem,” said Klopp. “I know the relevant
people are working on this, but there’s nothing
decided yet, at least as far as I’m concerned. We
have a problem when the Brazilians are allowed, or
when they go, to the next internationals.

“We have a 12:30 kick-off at Watford (October
16). The game in Brazil is on Friday night (October
15), so obviously nobody has thought about that
yet. I just don’t know how you can do these kind of
things where nobody reacts on the schedule. We
have two problems. One is the schedule, it was

always a problem.
“TV and other guys, the Premier League, say,

‘OK, that’s how it is, they have to play, let’s have a
look how they can sort that’. Another thing, it’s not
good for the players or the clubs as well and I
hope the government comes up with some kind of
solution.”

FIFA president Gianni Infantino and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson discussed the possibility of
quarantine exemptions for Premier League players
last week. Manchester City’s Ederson and Gabriel

Jesus, Fred of Manchester United, Chelsea defender
Thiago Silva and Leeds striker Raphinha were also
recalled by Brazil on Friday.

Emerson Royal, who joined Tottenham from
Barcelona on the last day of the summer transfer
window, is also in the squad. Brazil have won all
eight of their qualifiers and play Venezuela on

October 7 in Caracas, Colombia in Barranquilla
three days later and Uruguay on the October 14
at Manaus.

The three September World Cup games included

Brazil’s meeting with Argentina in Sao Paulo which
was aborted minutes after kick-off over alleged
COVID-19 quarantine breaches by Argentina’s
English-based players. — AFP
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LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s German manager Jurgen Klopp looks on during the English Premier League football match
between Liverpool and Crystal Palace at Anfield in Liverpool, north west England on September 18, 2021. — AFP

FIFA, UK discuss
quarantine

exemptions

Klopp wants ‘solution’ as World
Cup quarantine row returns
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TOWNSVILLE: A rel ieved New
Zealand cl inched the Rugby
Championship crown yesterday by
downing South Africa in a bruising and
intense clash between the world’s top
two teams, as a resurgent Australia
stretched their win streak to three.

All Blacks coach Ian Foster recalled
big guns Beauden Barrett and Brodie
Retallick for the historic 100th Test
against the Springboks after an experi-
mental side easily beat Argentina last
week. And they led from the front in the
19-17 victory, rubbing salt into South
African wounds after snatching their
number one world ranking last week.

But it was a messy affair which ulti-
mately came down to Jordie Barrett’s
boot, with the fullback landing a diffi-
cult penalty with two minutes left in the
first of a double header at Townsville,
in northern Queensland. In the later
match, the Wallabies ground down
Argentina 27-8, consigning the strug-
gling Pumas to a fifth straight defeat as
Dave Rennie’s men won three on the

trot for the first time since 2017.
“We knew this game was going to

come down to the wire and it was tit
for tat there, we just stuck at it,” said
All Blacks skipper Ardie Savea after
their 10th straight victory. “We backed
ourselves and just glad to come away
with the win, relieved actually.”

“They put us under a lot of pres-
sure with the box kicks and their
chase line and we had to adapt,” he
added. “It was a bit messy, but that’s
Test match footy.”

New Zealand’s win ensured they
once again won the southern hemi-
sphere title, with world champions
South Africa having needed a bonus-
point victory to keep their slim champi-
onship hopes alive. After five games,
the All Blacks have an uncatchable 24
points with a game to play.

Australia, who beat South Africa
twice before dismantling Argentina,
move up to second on 13 points, two
clear of the Springboks, with the Pumas
flailing at the bottom. New Zealand and

South Africa scored a try apiece within
the opening five minutes when Will
Jordan then Sbu Nkosi crossed to set
the game al ight. But while the All
Blacks went to the break 13-11 in front,
they lacked their usual composure as
the Springboks successfully shut down
their fluent style.

Mixed emotions
Both sides traded penalties through

the second half until Barrett kept his cool
and landed the decisive blow in the
dying stages from 40 meters out.

“We never like to lose because we
come from a very proud country that
expects results from us as a team,” said

South Africa captain Siya Kolisi, whose
side have now lost three in a row. “But
I’m glad of the way the boys stood up
today. I can’t fault my teammates or
coaches and thought we were right in
there. Not much went wrong tonight.”

A revitalized Australia came into their
clash against Argentina with their confi-
dence high after consecutive wins over
the Springboks, and they kept the
momentum going. Reece Hodge opened
their account with a try after just four
minutes and Samu Kerevi added another
in a bone-crunching first half where
Argentina were forced to make a gruel-
ing 62 tackles.

The Wallabies wobbled early in the
second stanza and Argentina skipper
Julian Montoya powered over for a try,
before the home team regained focus
and finished strongly with Andrew
Kellaway getting their third five-pointer.

“We’re obviously happy to win. We
worked hard in the first half to put our-
selves in a strong position, then there
was probably a bit of frustration,” said
Wallabies coach Dave Rennie. “But we
worked hard and sustained a lot of pres-
sure for 20 minutes after half-time, so I
guess mixed emotions. Happy to win, but
we need to be better.” — AFP

TOWNSVILLE: New Zealand’s captain Ardie Savea celebrates winning Freedom Cup
with teammates after the rugby Championship match against South Africa in
Townsville yesterday. —AFP

All Blacks clinch Rugby
Championship as Wallabies shine

Ten-man Bayern
win at Fuerth 
BERLIN: Bayern Munich opened a three-point
lead at the top of the Bundesliga on Friday with a 3-
1 win at bottom side Greuther Fuerth despite being
a man down for most of the second-half after
Benjamin Pavard was sent off.

First-half goals by Thomas Mueller and Joshua
Kimmich put Bayern 2-0 up before Pavard was
shown a straight red card just three minutes into the
second-half.

Fuerth midfielder Sebastian Griesbeck scored an
own goal when he got his boot to the ball just ahead
of Robert Lewandowski, who fell one match short of
equaling Gerd Mueller’s record of scoring in 16
consecutive league games from 1969/70.

The loudest cheer of the night came when the
hosts grabbed a late consolation goal as replace-
ment striker Cedric Itten scored to delight the sell-
out 11,730-strong home crowd. “It was not a bril-
liant performance, but we had the game under con-
trol even when we were a man down,” Bayern goal-
scorer Kimmich told DAZN.

Fuerth count former US secretary of state Henry

Kissinger as one of their most famous fans and head
coach Stefan Leitl had called for “courage” against
Bayern, who thrashed strugglers Bochum 7-0 last
weekend.

The home defense was breached after just ten
minutes at Fuerth’s Sportpark Ronhof when Bayern
counter-attacked at speed down the left flank.

Alphonso Davies, who started on the left wing
while Kingsley Coman recovers from heart surgery,
whipped in a cross and Mueller hit the back of the
net when his shot went in off the post from the edge
of the area.

Kimmich netted the second goal with half an
hour played when the central midfielder was
allowed plenty of time to curl his shot inside the
post and just around the outstretched arm of Fuerth
goalkeeper Sascha Burchert.

Bayern spent most of the opening period camped
in the Fuerth half as Leon Goretzka, Dayot
Upamecano and Lewandowski, who clipped the
crossbar, all went close. The hosts rallied and Fuerth
came within a whisker of pulling a goal back just
before the break when midfielder Paul Seguin was
agonisingly short of beating Manuel Neuer. Pavard
was sent off after he scythed down Fuerth’s US
midfielder Julian Green, a former Bayern player.

Griesbeck’s own goal midway through the sec-

ond half sealed Bayern’s away win when he lunged
in to stop Lewandowski getting to the ball, but only
succeeded in poking the ball over his own goal-line.
Fuerth’s consolation goal came when Itten headed
in a cross three minutes from the final whistle.

Lewandowski just missed out on equaling anoth-
er Gerd Mueller record having broken the Bayern
legend’s milestone of 40 goals in a single season
when the Poland striker finished with one more in
2020/21. —AFP

FUERTH: (From left) Bayern Munich’s Marcel Sabitzer, Robert Lewandowski, Leon Goretzka and Alphonso Davies
celebrate after the third goal for their team during their German first division Bundesliga football match against
Greuther Fuerth on Friday. -—AFP


