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BIOT: Serena Williams turns 40 today with her
long-time coach hailing her as the “greatest of all
time” and a pioneer of tennis “intimidation”. The
American superstar is frustratingly marooned on
23 Grand Slam titles, one short of the all-time
record held by Margaret Court. However, her
French coach Patrick Mouratoglou told AFP that
her legacy is secure.

“Margaret Court was playing at a time when
three-quarters didn’t even go to Australia (for the
Australian Open), where tennis was an amateur
sport, when the draws were 16 players,” said
Mouratoglou.

Court, an Australian, won 11 of her Grand Slam
titles at her home event. “I don’t mean to disre-
spect Margaret Court, but it’s another era. Yes, it
would be better if
Serena broke her
record but, i f  she
doesn’t, she will still be
the greatest player of
all time.”

Williams, whose sis-
ter Venus, a seven-time
major winner, is sti l l
playing on tour at 41,
won the last of her 23
Slams at the 2017
Australian Open. It was
achieved while she was pregnant with daughter
Olympia who was born in September that year.
With former world number one Serena now down
at 40 in the rankings, questions have been asked
over her future in the sport.

‘How much does she want it?
“She still has it. The question is how much she

wants it and what is she willing to do to get
there?,” added her coach. “Since she had her
daughter, it’s harder. She has a lot of trouble not
putting her life as a mother before her life as a
player which is completely understandable. I think
that’s the main reason she didn’t win a Grand Slam.
Her family comes first and in order to be able to do

great things in one area, that area can’t come sec-
ond. She is reflecting and we will see what comes
out of it.”

Williams has been beaten in her four Grand
Slam final appearances since her 2017 Melbourne
triumph. She has not made the championship
match at a major since Wimbledon in 2019. She
missed this year’s US Open in New York, where
she won her first Slam in 1999, with a hamstring
injury.

The last of her 73 career titles came in Auckland
in January 2020. If Williams fails to match Court’s
record, Mouratoglou says she should be appreci-
ated for the weapons she has brought to the sport
— both on and off the court over her 26-year
career.

“She changed ten-
nis,” he insisted. “She
brought an athletic
dimension that there
was not there at all, she
opened the doors, with
her sister Venus, to a
whole generation of
players because it was a
white sport. She invent-
ed tennis intimidation
because she has a pres-
ence that makes others

fear her. For a very long time, it was impressive.
“She also brought the business to women’s ten-

nis. Before her, the business was very small and
with her it became huge because she has such an
aura, she has become such a marketing object, too,
that huge contracts are possible for the players.”

Mouratoglou teamed up with Williams in 2012
and has seen her development as a player, physi-
cally and mentally. He believes her only equal on
the men’s side when it comes to sheer will to win is
Novak Djokovic, who has three fewer Slams.

“At the very beginning, she was very lacking in
confidence. She was not herself. But I knew who
she was,” Mouratoglou explained. “When she
qualified for the semi-finals at Wimbledon in 2012,

when she was seventh in the world, I’m at the
restaurant, she runs towards me with a smile,
telling me ‘it’s great, whatever happens now I’m
third in the world on Monday!’

‘It sucks’
“I told her ‘so what? I’m surprised you find that

great, explain it to me.’ She felt really bad and did-
n’t answer me. But in the evening, she texted me:
‘Sorry for what I said earlier. Number three, it
sucks, number two also.’ At that point, I reconnect-
ed her with herself.”

It was that same summer that Mouratoglou
believes Williams played the best tennis of her life.

“The Olympics in London were exceptional. She
won Wimbledon and the confidence that this vic-
tory gave her made her walk on water. She pulver-
ized everyone at the Games. In the final, it’s 6-0, 6-
1 against Sharapova! This is where she played the
best tennis of her life, she was untouchable.

“At the end of 2014 and the beginning of 2015,
she won four consecutive Grand Slams, playing
really well. In 2013, she told me that she hadn’t
won Roland Garros for 11 years and would like to
make it her goal. She didn’t lose a match on clay
that year ... She won Charleston, Madrid, Rome,
Roland Garros, Bastad. Even Rafael Nadal never
did that.” —AFP

A 23-time Grand Slam winner; 73 career titles overall

‘Greatest’ Serena, the pioneer of
‘tennis intimidation’, turns 40

PARIS: In this file photo taken on June 4, 2021, Serena Williams of the US returns the ball to Danielle Collins
of the US during their women’s singles third round tennis match on Day 6 of The Roland Garros 2021 French
Open tennis tournament in Paris. —AFP

Raducanu drops
coach who led her
to US Open triumph
LONDON: US Open winner Emma Raducanu has
decided to replace coach Andrew Richardson with
someone who has the experience to keep her at the
top level on the WTA Tour. Richardson, who
coached British youth players, worked with
Raducanu at Bromley Tennis Centre near her Kent
home and then went with the 18-year-old to New
York, where she entered her second major in the
qualifying rounds. He replaced Nigel Sears, Andy
Murray’s father-in-law, who Raducanu dropped
after reaching the round of 16 at Wimbledon in July.

“After Wimbledon, I was ranked around 200 in
the world and at the time I thought Andrew would
be a great coach to trial so we went to the States
but never did I even dream of winning the US
Open,” Raducanu said at an event staged by the
British Lawn Tennis Association at the National
Tennis Centre.

“At this stage in my career, and playing the top
players in the world, I realized I really need some-

one right now that has had that WTA Tour experi-
ence at the high levels,” she said. “I’m so new to it, I
really need someone to guide me who’s already
been through that.”

She said it had been tough to axe Richardson
after they had shared the euphoria of her US tri-
umph. “Obviously having such an experience with
your team, it’s tough to have that conversation with
anyone, but I think for me it’s just really what I
need,” she said.

Raducanu’s seeming ruthlessness was backed up
by one of the most experienced coaches on the
women’s tour, Patrick Mouratoglou, who has guided
Serena Williams since 2012. Speaking to AFP on
Friday the Frenchman said: “young Emma
Raducanu...really impressed me.”

Raducanu, who only played her first WTA tour-
nament at Nottingham in June and then played two
more tour events in the run up to the US Open, said
she is weighing when to return to action. The presti-
gious Indian Wells tournament is due to begin on
October 6.

“Wherever I play next, I’m going to make sure
I’m ready. I don’t want to jump into things too ear-
ly,” she said. Raducanu’s New York success means
she is ranked 22 in the world and could still qualify
for the end-of-season WTA Finals. “I would never
even have dreamed of before because it was just so

far out of reach,” she said. “My priority is putting in
the best possible pre-season that I can so I can
start strong next year.”

Raducanu was feted in New York following her
triumph. She attended the glitzy Met Gala and
became an ambassador for New York-based luxury
jewelry brand Tiffany. “All the opportunities I’m get-
ting have been very fun, but where I really want to
be is on a tennis court.” —AFP

US jumps to quick
start over Europe on
day two of Ryder Cup
KOHLER: The United States carried momentum
into yesterday’s second day of the Ryder Cup after
seizing a 6-2 edge over Europe, its largest first-day
advantage in 46 years. After dominating Friday’s
foursomes and four-ball matches, the Americans
jumped ahead early again at Whistling straits in
morning foursomes play. “We want to continue that
momentum,” US captain Steve Stricker said yester-
day. “Our guys are fired up still.”

American Daniel Berger sank a 10-foot birdie
putt to win the first hole and a five-footer to birdie
the par-5 second, then won the third with a par as
he and four-time major winner Brooks Koepka
seized a 3-up lead over Europe’s Jon Rahm and
Sergio Garcia.

Top-ranked Rahm and Garcia, the all-time Ryder
Cup points record holder, had been the only
European duo to win a match on day one with their
foursomes triumph, the other points for the visitors
coming on tied four-ball matches.

World number two Dustin Johnson, who won

both his matches Friday, dropped his approach two
feet from the cup at the opening hole and partner
Collin Morikawa holed the birdie putt, then holed a
seven-footer to birdie the second and give that US
duo a 2-up edge over England’s Paul Casey and
Tyrrell Hatton. Johnson stretched the advantage 47-
foot chip-in to win the third hole. With Johnson and
Olympic champion Xander Sachuffele winning
twice, the Americans dominated day one like they
hadn’t since 1975.

“It’s a great start. We’re very happy,” Stricker
said. “My message to the guys (was) let’s keep our
foot down and continue to play the golf we know
we can play. That’s what we’re trying to do and not
try to get complacent with anything. We’ve had
some things that came up and bit us in the rear in
other Ryder Cups, so these guys know that and
they are focused on coming out strong again.”

Holders Europe, winners in four of the past five
Ryder Cups and nine of the past 12, were looking
for a fightback despite the early struggles.
“Obviously we need a big day,” said Europe captain
Padraig Harrington.

Harrington benched Rory McIlroy for yesterday’s
opening foursomes matches after the four-time
major winner lost twice in one day for the first time
in his Ryder Cup career. “The golf didn’t go as well
as he would have liked, but I’m not second-guessing

him for a second in terms of his leadership and what
he does for my team,” Harrington said.

Other foursomes matches had US stars Jordan
Spieth and Justin Thomas against Norway’s Viktor
Hovland and Austrian Bernd Wiesberger as well as
Schauffele and Patrick Cantlay, a winning Friday
duo, against Englishmen Lee Westwood and
Matthew Fitzpatrick. “Hopefully we can keep the
pedal down and keep doing more of the same,” said
Cantlay, the US PGA playoff champion. —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge
plays tennis with US Open Champion Emma Raducanu
as she visits the National Tennis center in Roehampton,
southwest London on Friday. —AFP

Chennai inflict
new defeat on
Kohli’s Bangalore
SHARJAH: MS Dhoni’s Chennai Super Kings
inflicted new pain on Virat Kohli on Friday,
beating his Royal Challengers Bangalore by six
wickets in the Indian Premier League. Chennai,
bolstered by 38 from opener Ruturaj Gaikwad,
overcame Bangalore’s 156 for six with 11 balls
to spare as Dhoni won the latest battle with his
successor as India’s captain.

Kohli has been under the spotlight since
announcing this month that he would step
down as India’s T20 captain after the World
Cup and the Bangalore captaincy after this IPL
tournament. But after Bangalore lost by nine
wickets in their first match of the resumed
tournament, Kohli has now seen his side suffer
three defeats in total in their last five games.

After Friday’s start was delayed by a sand-
storm in Sharjah, Kohli, who has vowed to con-
centrate more on his batting, hit 53 in an 111-
run opening partnership with Devdutt Padikkal.
He hit a six and six fours while Padikkal went
on to make 70 off 50 balls with three sixes and
five fours.

The openers raced to 46 in five overs with
Kohli smashing his six over mid-wicket in
Shardul Thakur’s first over. He was eventually
caught by Ravindra Jadeja off Dwayne Bravo
going for another boundary in the 14th over.

Seeking to step up the tempo, AB de Villiers
made 12 off 11 balls before he was caught by
Suresh Raina off Thakur in the 17th over. With
the next ball, Thakur had Padikkal caught by
Ambati Rayudu going for a scoop shot.

Singapore batsman Tim David lasted just
three balls on his IPL debut before he was
caught by Raina off Deepak Chahar for just
one run. Glenn Maxwell went for 11 in the last
over, caught by Jadeja off Bravo, who added
Harshal Patel with the final ball, again caught
by Raina. The West Indies all-rounder finished
on three for 24. The target was never a serious
challenge for Chennai.

Gaikwad’s 38 came off just 21 balls with a
six and four fours. Kohli made a brilliant diving
catch off  Yuzvendra Chahal  to dismiss
Gaikwad. But Faf du Plessis made 31, Moeen Ali
rattled off 23, including two sixes, and Ambati
Rayudu hit 32 to put Chennai in a winning
position.

Raina and Dhoni saw Chennai to 157 for four
and took them back to the top of the eight
team table, level with Delhi Capitals on 14
points. Bangalore remain third but Kohli admit-
ted that they need to get back to winning ways
again to escape the chasing Kolkata Knight
Riders, Rajasthan Royals and Mumbai Indians.

“We have to start doing that and quickly
because this tournament goes by very quickly,”
said Kohli who bemoaned his side’s lack of
consistency and the number of boundaries
offered by his bowlers. “We did not show that
much courage with the ball,” he said. —AFP
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KOHLER: Dustin Johnson of team United States plays
his shot on the first hole during Saturday Morning
Foursome Matches of the 43rd Ryder Cup at Whistling
Straits yesterday in Kohler, Wisconsin. —AFP

Wiggins out of
home games over
vaccine stance
SAN FRANCISCO: The NBA on Friday denied a
request from Andrew Wiggins for rel igious
exemption from the COVID-19 vaccine, meaning
the Golden State Warriors swingman will be
unable to play home games for the club.

A statement said Wiggins’ refusal to take the
vaccine meant he would be in violation of San
Francisco city health department rules which
require all people attending large indoor events to
be vaccinated. Wiggins, 26, had requested an
exemption from the rule on religious grounds.
However, that plea was rejected by the NBA.

“The NBA has reviewed and denied Andrew
Wiggins’ request for religious exemption from the
San Francisco Department of Public Health’s order
requiring COVID-19 vaccination for all partici-
pants age 12 and older at large indoor events,” the
NBA said in a statement. “Wiggins will not be able

to play in Warriors home games until he fulfills the
city’s vaccination requirements.”

Wiggins is one of the highest profile NBA
players to publicly confirm he will not take the
vaccine. “To each his own, really. Whoever wants
to get it, can get it; whoever doesn’t want to get
it, don’t get it,” Wiggins said in March. “Right
now, I’m not getting it, but it’s no knock on any-
one else that’s getting it. I make my own deci-
sions. But right now, I decided not to get it.” The
Warriors first home game of the regular season
takes place against the Los Angeles Clippers on
October 21. —AFP


