
NEW DELHI: Gunmen dressed as lawyers shot dead
a notorious Indian gangster inside a Delhi courtroom
on Friday before police killed the two assailants.
Jitendra Gogi, a mobster detained last year, was
standing before a judge when two men suddenly
opened fire, police said. Witnesses said about a dozen
shots were fired during the battle in the courtroom.
Gogi was hit up to five times before the fake lawyers
were killed by police. 

The gunmen were from a rival gang, police told
reporters. At least one of the two attackers was also
on the Delhi police’s wanted list. The gunfight erupt-
ed just after Gogi entered the court for a hearing on
murder and other charges. He had been linked to at
least 19 murder cases. Mobile phone videos of the
shooting showed lawyers and litigants running for
their lives in the corridor outside the courtroom as
gunshots rang out.

Suits and guns
The gunmen wore grey suits and were posing as

lawyers before they pulled out guns, police said. “Two
criminals opened fire at gangster Jitendra Mann Gogi
when he was taken to the court for a hearing. In retalia-
tion, police shot dead both the attackers,” said Delhi
police commissioner Rakesh Asthana. Questions were
immediately raised about security at the Rohini court
complex, which often deals with hearings of high-pro-
file criminals. Since his capture, Gogi’s protection had
been placed in the hands of a police intelligence unit.

But some reports said metal detectors at the court
entrances were not working and other security rules
were not applied. Delhi Bar Association president
Sanjeev Nasiar said the deaths were “shocking” and
told AFP that lawyers in all Delhi district courts would
go on strike in protest at what he called “a high-level
security lapse”. “How can something like this happen
inside the court? The police holds regular security
review meetings with us and outsiders still managed to
enter the premises with weapons,” he added.

Delhi police said only that an investigation would be
held into the court’s security. Gogi, who was about 30,

had been linked to brutal gang battles, murders, rob-
beries and extortion in Delhi and states across northern
India. His victims included a folk singer who had wit-
nessed a murder and a teacher, as well as rival gang
members. He was first arrested in 2016 but escaped
from police custody, and had evaded capture until last
year.

Media reports said he had been in a murderous turf
war with other gangs. Police said he had a particular
rivalry with a gang leader known as Tillu for control of
regions in northern India. Tillu is also in custody but it
was members of his gang who were killed in the court,
media reports said. The reports said about two dozen
people had died in clashes between followers of the
rival gangsters over the past decade. Delhi police said
Gogi and Tillu had first fought each other when they
were students, reportedly around a student body elec-
tion during which two people were shot, and that their
enmity had escalated since.

Indian state hit by protests 
In another development, thousands staged protests

in India’s Assam state on Friday, a day after two people
were killed when hundreds clashed with police over the
state government’s eviction of Muslim families from
their homes. Assam’s government has faced widespread
condemnation over the tactics used to eject the fami-
lies, with critics pointing to them as the latest example
of discrimination against Muslims under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP). Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi called the
police use of guns against protesters “state-sponsored
fire”. Police said they were attacked with machetes and
bamboo sticks. Assam’s chief minister Himanta Biswas
Sarma, a BJP member, said the police were only doing
their duty, but halted the evictions on Friday.
Authorities had imposed an indefinite ban on gather-
ings in the northeastern state after a social media video
from Thursday’s protests showed police with batons
raining down blows on a man.

But on Friday Gandhi’s Congress party organized a
rally in Darrang, where the evictions took place, while
thousands more took part in another demonstration
outside the Darrang district headquarters. Other rallies
were organized by student groups, with some burning
an effigy of the chief minister. In New Delhi, a dozen
students were detained by police as they too protested
against the incident.

The viral video from Thursday showed police in riot
gear beating a protestor who had fallen to the ground
seconds after gunshots were heard. A photographer,
hired by district officials to film the evictions, jumped
on the man and was seen punching the body multiple
times. The photographer has since been arrested,
according to police. Leaders of India’s 170 million
Muslims say they have been unfairly targeted since
Modi’s party came to power in 2014. They say a con-
troversial nationality law that sparked riots in Delhi in
2020, and hate crimes including lynchings, have all
increased fear in their community.— AFP 
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Car bomb kills 8 in Somalia 

MOGADISHU: A car bomb exploded at a
checkpoint near Somalia’s presidential palace
yesterday, killing eight people, police said, as the
Al-Shabaab jihadist group claimed responsibility
for the attack. “We have confirmed that eight
people most of them civilians died and seven oth-
ers wounded in the car bomb blast”, district
police chief Mucawiye Ahmed Mudey told
reporters. The bombing took place within a kilo-
meter of Villa Somalia, the presidential palace. A
witness said the car bomb was detonated when
police stopped the driver for a security check.
“They normally stop to check and clear vehicles
before they can pass by the checkpoint. This car
was stopped by the security guards and it went
off while there were several other cars and peo-
ple passing by the nearby road. I saw wounded
and dead people being carried,” said witness
Mohamed Hassan. — AFP 

Eight Nigerian troops killed 

KANO: At least eight Nigerian soldiers were
killed and several others were missing Friday
after being ambushed by IS-affiliated jihadists
in violence-wracked northeast Borno state, two
military sources told AFP. A military convoy
came under rocket fire by Islamic State West
Africa Province (ISWAP) militants as it made its
way between the town of Dikwa and Marte in
the Lake Chad region, the sources said. Eight
other soldiers and an anti-jihadist militiaman
were injured in the attack, a military officer said.
According to a second military source, who
asked not to be identified because they were
not authorized to speak about the incident, the
jihadists took away two military vehicles and
burnt three others. It was the second high-pro-
file attack in less than two weeks by ISWAP
jihadists who are waging a 12-year Islamist
insurgency in†Nigeriaís northeast. — AFP 

Tunisia lifts nighttime curfew 

TUNIS: Tunisian President Kais Saied on Friday
announced the lifting of a nighttime curfew in
place since March 2020 due to the coronavirus
pandemic, but imposed vaccine certificates for
public events. The curfew, currently in place
between midnight and 5:00 am, will end today,
Saied’s office said in a statement. A certificate
proving the holder is fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 will be necessary to “attend or take
part in demonstrations, public and private activi-
ties or gatherings in open and closed spaces”, it
said. After a sharp spike in COVID-19 cases in
early July with 3,000 cases and more than 100
deaths per day, the North African country of 11.7
million people has seen its caseload tumble in
recent weeks. On Wednesday the country
recorded just 556 new cases and seven deaths,
according to the health ministry. — AFP 

Monks rally against junta

YANGON: Scores of pro-democracy Buddhist
monks took to the streets of Myanmar’s second-
biggest city yesterday, rallying against the mili-
tary coup in demonstrations that coincided with
the 14th anniversary of previous clergy-led mass
protests. Myanmar has been in turmoil and its
economy paralyzed since February when the
military ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s civilian gov-
ernment, ending a ten-year experiment with
democracy. Around the country an anti-junta
resistance has taken root, prompting the military
to unleash a brutal crackdown on dissent. More
than 1,100 civilians have been killed and 8,400
arrested, according to a local monitoring group.
Historically, monks in predominantly Buddhist
Myanmar have been seen as a supreme moral
authority, organizing communities and at times
mobilizing opposition to the military regimes.
But the coup has exposed a schism in the monk-
hood, with some prominent clerics giving the
generals their blessing and others supporting
the protesters. — AFP 

Palestinian killed by troops 

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian was shot dead by
Zionist troops Friday when clashes broke out on
the sidelines of a demonstration in the occupied
West Bank, the Palestinian health ministry said.
The victim was hit in the head by live fire, the
ministry said, in the flashpoint town of Beita,
scene of regular demonstrations against settle-
ment expansion, which often degenerate into
clashes. A family member identified the dead man
as Mohammed Ali Khabisa, 27. He was taken to
hospital in the northern West Bank city of Nablus
where he died shortly afterwards, the ministry
said. Another eight Palestinians were wounded by
rubber-coated bullets, the Palestinians’ official
Wafa news agency reported. The Zionist military
said it launched an investigation into “reports that
a Palestinian was killed”. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: A policeman (left) stands guard outside the Rohini district courtroom in New Delhi after a notorious
Indian gangster was killed by gunmen dressed as lawyers in a bloody shootout in a courtroom where three peo-
ple died.— AFP 

Morocco gets 1st 
batch of Turkish 
armed drones
RABAT: Morocco took delivery earlier this month of
Turkish combat drones, the Far-Maroc unofficial website
dedicated to military news reported. The report, also
carried by several local media outlets, comes as tensions
have spiked between Morocco and neighboring Algeria
in recent weeks. The two countries are mainly at odds
over the disputed Western Sahara territory, and Algeria
severed ties with Morocco in August claiming “provoca-
tions and hostile” action by its neighbor. 

Relations took another blow this week when Algeria
on Wednesday said it has closed off its airspace to all
Moroccan civilian and military traffic. According to Far-
Maroc, the North African kingdom ordered 13 Bayraktar
TB2 drones from Turkey in April and a first batch of the
unmanned aircraft arrived this month. Rabat, said the
report, seeks to “modernize the arsenal of the Moroccan
Armed Forces (FAR) in order to prepare for any danger
and recent hostilities”, but did not elaborate on these
topics.  It did however add that Moroccan military per-
sonnel have trained in Turkey in recent weeks to work
with the drones. Media reports said Morocco signed a
$70 million contract with the private Turkish company
Baykar. The firm is run by one of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s son-in-laws and has been exporting its
Bayraktar TB2 model to Ukraine, Qatar and Azerbaijan
for some years.

According to the company’s website, the Bayraktar
TB2 is a “medium altitude long endurance tactical
unmanned aerial vehicle capable of conducting intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnaissance and armed
attack missions” with a range of up to 27 hours.
Morocco already uses drones for intelligence and sur-
veillance operations along its borders, according to mili-
tary experts. The Western Sahara dispute pits Morocco
against the Algeria-backed Polisario Front which fought
a war of independence with Rabat from 1975 to 1991.

Morocco laid claim to the former Spanish colony with
rich phosphate resources and offshore fisheries after
Spain withdrew in 1975, and controls around 80 percent
of it. Rabat has offered autonomy there and maintains
the territory is a sovereign part of the kingdom but the
Polisario is demanding a referendum on self-determina-
tion, in line with the terms of a 1991 UN-backed cease-
fire deal. —AFP

Over 140 killed as 
fighting intensifies 
in Yemen’s Marib
DUBAI: More than 140 rebels and pro-government
troops have been killed this week as fighting intensifies
for Yemen’s strategic northern city of Marib, military
and medical sources told AFP Friday. At least 51 loyal-
ists were killed in the past four days, most of them in
clashes in the province of Shabwa and the neighboring
governorate of Marib, multiple military sources said.
They added that at least 93 Iran-backed Houthi rebels
also died in the fighting and from air strikes by the
Saudi-led military coalition backing the government.
The Houthis rarely report casualty numbers, but fig-
ures were confirmed by medical sources.

The Houthis in February escalated their efforts to
seize Marib, the government’s last northern stronghold,
and the fighting has killed hundreds on both sides.
Control of the oil-rich region would strengthen the
Houthis’ bargaining position in peace talks. According
to the military sources, who spoke on condition of

anonymity, the Houthis have made advances and
seized four districts-one in Marib and three in Shabwa.
“Three districts in Shabwa have fallen in limited clash-
es and within hours,” one official said.

Yemen’s conflict flared in 2014 when the Houthis
seized the capital Sanaa, prompting Saudi-led inter-
vention to prop up the internationally recognized gov-
ernment the following year. This month marks seven
years since the rebels took control of Sanaa, with
some analysts saying the balance has tilted in favor of
the insurgents against the coalition. Earlier this week,
Swedish diplomat Hans Grundberg, the United
Nations’ new envoy for Yemen, was in Oman, which
has played a mediating role in the Yemen conflict.

He met with Omani and Houthi officials, including
top rebel negotiator Mohammed Abdulsalam.
“Sustainable peace can only be achieved through a
peacefully negotiated settlement,” said Grundberg,
according to a statement on Tuesday. “It is imperative
that all efforts are directed towards revitalizing a polit-
ical process that can produce lasting solutions that
meet the aspirations of Yemeni women and men.”
While the UN and Washington are pushing for an end
to the war, the Houthis have demanded the re-opening
of Sanaa airport, closed under a Saudi blockade since
2016, before any ceasefire or negotiations. — AFP 

SANAA: Yemeni supporters of the Shiite Houthi movement take part in a ceremony commemorating the seventh
anniversary of the Houthi takeover of the capital Sanaa. — AFP 

France worried as 
Mali junta flirts 
with Russians
PARIS: France and its European allies are casting a
worried eye at Mali’s military junta over its plans to
hire Russian mercenaries to help fight jihadist insur-
gents. European nations in a French-led campaign to
shore up Mali have warned of far-reaching conse-
quences at a time when the junta is already under
scrutiny over its progress to restore civilian rule. Alarm
bells sounded last week after sources in the French
presidency and security services said Mali’s rulers
were close to hiring a thousand paramilitaries from the
so-called Wagner group.

The shadowy organization has long been suspected
to be the Kremlin’s paramilitary arm, and its members

have already been accused of abuses in the Central
African Republic. In a visit on Monday, French
Defence Minister Florence Parly warned it would be
impossible for the French military to “cohabit” along-
side “mercenaries” - forces with no legitimacy or
accountability. She said international partners seeking
to fight jihadism in the Sahel have “never been so
numerous.”

But “a choice (to hire Russian paramilitaries) would
be that of isolation,” she said. Parly left without gaining
any commitment from Malian counterpart Sadio
Camara. On Friday, the defense ministers from 13
European countries that are being pressed to join the
French-led campaign also cautioned the junta against
hiring the mercenaries. “We want to send a clear mes-
sage: we are not willing to accept the Wagner group
entering the Malian theatre,” Swedish Defense
Minister Peter Hultqvist said after chairing a meeting
of the European Intervention Initiative, a military
scheme aimed at undertaking missions outside of
existing structures like NATO.—AFP

LEFKONOIKO: In this file photo, the Turkish-made
Bayraktar TB2 drone is pictured at Gecitkale military
airbase near Famagusta in the self-proclaimed Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). — AFP 


