
MADRID: Fresh volcanic eruptions
in Spain’s Canary Islands prompted
the cancellation of flights, airport
authorities said Friday, the first since
the Cumbre Vieja volcano came to life
again. New evacuations were also
ordered as large explosions and new
openings were reported at the vol-
cano on La Palma island on Friday. A
large cloud of thick, black ash spewed
into the air, forcing several airlines to
call off flights.

La Palma had six inter-island flights
scheduled for Friday operated by
Binter, Canaryfly and Air Europa, while
the national carrier Iberia had a single
service from Madrid to the mainland.
All were scrapped. They were the first
flights to be cancelled since the vol-
cano erupted on Sunday. “It is not yet
possible to say when we can resume
flights,” Spanish carrier Binter said on
Twitter. Authorities also ordered new
evacuations, adding to the 6,100 peo-
ple already forced to leave to area this
week, including 400 tourists.

The compulsory evacuation order
was issued in parts of El Paso town on
La Palma island “given the increased
risk for the population due to the cur-
rent eruptive episode”, the regional
government said. According to the
European Union’s Copernicus Earth
Obervation Program, the lava has so
far destroyed 390 buildings and cov-
ered more than 180 hectares of land.
Video footage from the civil guard
showed a garden in the area com-
pletely covered in thick ash. Visiting
the island, Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez announced La Palma would
be declared a zone affected by a
catastrophe” which opens financial
aid to residents.

Toxic gas fears 
The speed of the lava flowing from

the mouth of the volcano has steadily
slowed in recent days, and experts are
hoping it will not reach the coast. If the
molten lava pours into the sea, experts
fear it will generate clouds of toxic gas

into the air, also affecting the marine
environment. Authorities set up a no-
go zone this week to head off curious
onlookers.  No casualties have been
reported so far but the damage to land
and property has been enormous, with
the Canaries regional head Angel
Victor Torres estimating the cost at
well over 400 million euros ($470 mil-

lion). The eruption on La Palma, home
to 85,000 people, was the first in 50
years. The last eruption on the island
came in 1971 when another part of
the same volcanic range - a vent
known as Teneguia - erupted on the
southern side of the island. Two
decades earlier, the Nambroque vent
erupted in 1949. — AFP 

LOS LLANOS DE ARIDANE: The Cumbre Vieja volcano is seen from Los Llanos de
Aridane on the Canary island of La Palma yesterday. — AFP 

OTTAWA: The Catholic Church has apologized
“unequivocally” to Canada’s indigenous peoples for
a century of abuses at church-run residential
schools set up by the government to assimilate chil-
dren into the mainstream. But indigenous leaders
are still awaiting a mea culpa from the pope himself.
“We, the Catholic Bishops of Canada, express our
profound remorse and apologize unequivocally,”
read a statement, in which they said they were “fully
committed” to reconciliation.

The move follows recent discoveries, which con-
vulsed Canada, of some 1,200 unmarked graves at
three sites where indigenous children were forced
to attend the schools. In total, some 150,000 Indian,
Metis and Inuit children were enrolled from the late
1800s to the 1990s in 139 of the residential schools
across Canada, spending months or years isolated
from the families. It also comes less than a week
before Canadians mark the first National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation on September 30.

The solemn commemoration for the thousands of
indigenous children who died or went missing from
the schools was set by Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, who said in June that Canadians
were “horrified and ashamed of how our country
behaved.” In the statement, the bishops said they
“acknowledge the suffering experienced” by
indigenous students and the “grave abuses” inflicted
upon them, including “physical, psychological, emo-
tional, spiritual, cultural, and sexual” mistreatment at
the hands of headmasters and teachers.

“Many Catholic religious communities and dio-
ceses participated in this system, which led to the
suppression of Indigenous languages, culture and
spirituality, failing to respect the rich history, tradi-
tions and wisdom of Indigenous Peoples,” they said.
“We also sorrowfully acknowledge the historical
and ongoing trauma and the legacy of suffering and
challenges faced by Indigenous Peoples that contin-
ue to this day.”

‘Cultural genocide’ 
A truth and reconciliation commission concluded

the failed government policy amounted to “cultural
genocide.” Today, the residential school experiences
are blamed for a high incidence of poverty, alco-
holism and domestic violence, as well as high sui-
cide rates, in Canada’s indigenous communities.
Searches for more possible grave sites using ground

penetrating radar continue after discoveries in
British Columbia and Saskatchewan provinces.

Meanwhile, tribes are trying to piece together
old documents that might help identify the
deceased in the unmarked graves and shed light

on the fate of others who never returned home.
The bishops committed to “providing documenta-
tion or records (requested by tribes) that will
assist in the memorialization of those buried in
unmarked graves.” — AFP 
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Merkel’s final push 
for party, stability 
in knife-edge polls
BERLIN: Chancellor Angela Merkel travels
yesterday to Aachen, hometown of her would-
be successor Armin Laschet, in a last-ditch
push to shore up his beleaguered campaign 24
hours before Germans vote. Laschet, 60, has
been trailing his Social Democrat challenger
Olaf Scholz in the race for the chancellery,
although final polls put the gap between them
within the margin of error, making the vote one
of the most unpredictable in recent years.

Merkel had planned to keep a low profile in
the election battle as she prepares to bow out
of politics after 16 years in power. But she has
found herself dragged into the frantic cam-
paign schedule of the unpopular chairman of
her party, Laschet. In the last week of the cam-
paign, Merkel took Laschet to her constituency
by the Baltic coast and on Friday headlined the
closing rally gathering the conservatives’ big-
wigs in Munich. Merkel tugged at the heart-
strings of Germany’s predominantly older elec-
torate on Friday, calling them to keep her con-
servatives in power for the sake of stability - a
trademark of Germany.

“To keep Germany stable, Armin Laschet
must become chancellor, and the CDU and CSU
must be the strongest force,” she said. A day
before the vote, she will accompany Laschet to
his constituency Aachen, a spa city near
Germany’s western border with Belgium and
the Netherlands, where he was born and still
lives. At the other end of the country, Scholz
will be holding “dialogues on the future” with
voters in his constituency of Potsdam - a city
on the outskirts of Berlin famous for its palaces
that once housed Prussian kings.

‘Could backfire’ 
Scholz, currently finance minister from

Merkel’s junior coalition partners SPD, has
avoided making mistakes on the campaign trail,
and largely won backing as he sold himself as
the “continuity candidate” after Merkel in place
of Laschet. Also on the campaign trail on Friday,
Scholz demanded a “fresh start for Germany”
and “a change of government” after 16 years
under Merkel. Described as capable but boring,
Scholz has consistently beat Laschet by wide
margins when it comes to popularity.

But with the clock ticking down to election
day, Laschet’s conservatives were closing the
gap, with one poll even putting them just one
percentage point behind the SPD’s 26 percent.
Laschet had gone into the race for the chan-
cellery badly bruised by a tough battle for the
conservatives’ chancellor candidate nomina-
tion. Nevertheless, his party had enjoyed a
substantial lead ahead of the SPD heading into
the summer. But Laschet was seen chuckling
behind President Frank-Walter Steinmeier as
he paid tribute to victims of deadly floods in
July, an image that would drastically turn the
mood against him and his party.

With the conservatives running scared as
polls showed the race widening for the SPD,
they have turned to their greatest asset - the
still widely popular Merkel. Yet roping in the
chancellor is not without risks, said political
analyst Oskar Niedermayer of Berlin’s Free
University. “Merkel is still the most well-liked
politician. But the joint appearances can
become a problem for Laschet because they
are then immediately being compared to each
other,” he said. “And it could therefore backfire
because people could then think that Merkel is
more suitable than Laschet.”— AFP 

Iceland votes
as hung 
parliament
predicted
REYKJAVIK: Icelanders began vot-
ing yesterday in an election that
could see its unprecedented left-
right coalition lose its majority,
despite bringing four years of stabili-
ty after a decade of crises. With the
political landscape more splintered
than ever, the process of forming a
new coalition could be more compli-
cated than in the past. Prime Minister
Katrin Jakobsdottir, whose Left-
Green Movement had never led a
government before, is seeking a sec-
ond mandate but the large number of
parties could stand in her way.
Opinion polls suggest a record nine
parties out of 10 are expected to win
seats in the Althing, Iceland’s almost
1,100-year-old parliament.

That makes it particularly tricky to
predict which parties could end up

forming a coalition. First results were
expected shortly after polling stations
close at 10:00 pm, but a clear picture
was not expected to emerge until
Sunday. Jon Sigurdsson, a 47-year-
old entrepreneur, was among the first
to cast his ballot in the capital
Reykjavik. “There are a lot of parties
threatening to raise taxes and I think
that is not the right thing to do.
Enough already!” he told AFP, refus-
ing to disclose who he voted for.

‘Different opportunities’ 
With 33 of 63 seats, the outgoing

coalition is made up of the conserva-
tive Independence Party, the centre-
right Progressive Party and the Left-
Green Movement. Some opinion polls
suggest it will manage to secure a
very narrow majority but others say it
will fail. “Because there are so many
parties, I think there will be a lot of
different opportunities to form a gov-
ernment,” Prime Minister Jakobsdottir
told AFP in an interview this week. 

While she is broadly popular, her
party is hovering around 10-12 per-
cent in the polls and risks losing sev-
eral seats. During her four-year term,
Jakobsdottir has introduced a pro-

gressive income tax system, increased
the social housing budget and
extended parental leave for both par-
ents. She has also been hailed for her
handling of the COVID crisis, with
just 33 deaths in the country of
370,000.

But she has also had to make con-
cessions to keep the peace in her
coalition, including a promise to cre-

ate a national park in central Iceland
which is home to 32 active volcano
systems and 400 glaciers. This is only
the second time since 2008 that a
government has made it to the end of
its four-year mandate on the sprawl-
ing island. Deep public distrust of
politicians amid repeated scandals
sent Icelanders to the polls five times
from 2007 to 2017. — AFP 

REYKJAVIK: People are seen in a park in Reykjavik, the capital of the north atlantic
island of Iceland. —AFP

BRITISH COLUMBIA: Jennifer Nickel holds her daughters as they look up at the former Kamloops Indian Residential
School where flowers and cards have been left as part of a growing makeshift memorial to honor the 215 children
whose remains have been discovered buried near the facility, in Kamloops. — AFP 

Flights scrapped as volcanic
eruptions hit Canaries

Catalan ex-leader 
released from jail, 
free to leave Italy
SASSARI: Exiled former Catalan president Carles
Puigdemont, arrested in Italy at Spain’s request over
an independence referendum that Madrid ruled ille-
gal, was released from prison Friday with no appar-
ent restrictions on his liberty. Puigdemont, a member
of the European Parliament who fled Spain following
the 2017 vote, walked out of jail in the Sardinian
town of Sassari to cheers from supporters outside.

The 58-year-old separatist leader, who spent the
night behind bars after being taken into custody
Thursday, was free to leave the island but would
return for a hearing in October, his lawyer said. “We
always thought this could happen, but we also knew
how it could end,” a newly liberated Puigdemont told

the crowds. “What happens is that Spain never miss-
es an opportunity to make a fool of itself,” he said.

The court in Sassari will examine an extradition
request for Puigdemont on October 4, his lawyer
Agostinangelo Marras said. Marras insists there is
no basis for either the arrest or extradition of
Puigdemont, who has been based in Brussels in
recent years. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
said Friday he would respect the Italian system, but
added: “It’s clear that Carles Puigdemont must be
brought to justice and stand trial.”

‘Freedom’ 
The arrest drew a sharp rebuke from the Catalan

government, with regional leader Pere Aragones
demanding Puigdemont’s “immediate release” and
saying he would travel to Sardinia to “stand by” him.
It also sparked anger in Catalonia as several hun-
dred pro-independence supporters demonstrated
Friday evening outside the Italian consulate in
Barcelona, slamming Spanish “repression”.

It also comes at a sensitive time, nine days after

the left-leaning Spanish government and regional
Catalan authorities resumed negotiations to find a
solution to Spain’s worst political crisis in decades.
Ahead of Friday’s hearing, supporters gathered out-
side the court in Sassari, with one holding up a large
Catalan independence flag. And in Catalonia’s
regional capital Barcelona, hundreds of demonstra-
tors gathered outside the Italian consulate, some
holding makeshift signs reading “Freedom” in
Catalan over Puigdemont’s picture. Others shouted
“Free our president” in Italian and waved Catalan
independence flags.

The October 2017 referendum was staged by
Catalonia’s separatist regional government despite a
ban by Madrid and the process was marred by
police violence. Several weeks later, the separatists
issued a short-lived declaration of independence,
triggering a huge political crisis with Spain during
which Puigdemont and several others fled abroad.
Madrid swiftly moved to prosecute the Catalan sep-
aratist leaders that stayed behind, handing nine of
them long jail terms. — AFP 


