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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A picture taken on September 20, 2021 shows high-rise buildings in Kuwait City. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh (To have your picture featured in the Kuwait
Times’ ‘Photo of the Day’ section, please send your high resolution, horizontal, unedited photos to local@kuwaittimes.com, along with the full name and Instagram
account, in addition to a description showing the picture’s location and date taken)
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BRUSSELS: A top NATO official has praised the
growing partnership between the 30-member
Alliance and Kuwait and expressed his appreciation
to Kuwait for hosting the NATO-ICI Regional
Centre. “I want to highlight the great cooperation
between Kuwait and NATO and how happy we are
that this partnership is growing every day, “Giovanni
Romani, head of the Middle East and North Africa
section within the Political Affairs and Security Policy
Division of NATO, said in an interview. He described
his recent visit to Kuwait earlier in September as
“very nice” and said he held meetings at the foreign
ministry, defense ministry and the bureau of national
security apparatus. He also visited the NATO-ICI
regional center which, he said, “is a fruit of the coop-
eration between NATO and Kuwait.”

NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) was
launched at the Alliance’s Summit in the Turkish city
in June 2004. “Cooperation between Kuwait and
NATO is going on very well. We always had excel-
lent relationship,” stressed Romani who previously
served in the Italian Navy. Kuwait’s Ambassador to
NATO, the EU and Belgium Jasem Al-Budaiwi hosted
a lunch at this residence Friday for Romani together
with Javier Colomina, NATO Deputy Assistant
Secretary General for Political Affairs and Security
Policy and NATO Secretary General’s Special

Representative for the Caucasus and Central Asia.
“We very much appreciate the kind offer of

Kuwait for this Centre which allows us to better
engage in the Gulf within the framework of the ICI
with the four countries, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and
UAE but also with the two other countries of the
GCC,” Saudi Arabia and Oman, he said. The NATO
official said that the work at the Centre had paused
due to the Coronavirus crisis but they had been
working virtually and now little-by-little they started
to work and look forward to the operational use of
the center in physical presence. “We hope to lever-
age the Centre to its full capacity and to strengthen
the cooperation with the other Gulf countries in the
ICI,” he said.

The center is the only presence NATO has in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, he noted.
He also expressed his appreciation to Kuwait for the
support that was provided during the evacuation
from Afghanistan. “We had an urgent need to get the
people out from Afghanistan and it was important for
us to have the support of the Gulf countries including
Kuwait for facilitating this operation which was com-
plex and very dangerous,” he said. It aims to con-
tribute to long-term global and regional security by
offering countries of the Gulf practical and bilateral
cooperation with NATO. Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and

UAE are members of the ICI. In January 2017, NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg inaugurated
NATO-Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Regional
Centre in Kuwait. Stoltenberg has described this
Centre as “a new home for the Alliance in the Gulf”
whose “potential is enormous”. —KUNA

NATO lauds ‘great
cooperation’ with Kuwait

ABK, Al-Mogahwi
offer free school
supplies to students 
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) held a
special event in collaboration with Al-Mogahwi in
Sharq, offering ABK customers a customized school
supply box to welcome students back to school,
after a long absence due to the pandemic. Yasmeen
Al-Salem from ABK’s Marketing Department said:
“It has been a very difficult time for children and
parents due to the pandemic. Many children have
not seen their friends for a long time and have not
had regular interaction whether it be in class, play
days or sport activities. Parents too have had to put
an enormous effort into online schooling. To con-
gratulate the children for their efforts and to cele-
brate going back to school, we decided to offer our
customers a special ‘back to school’ gift box. We
wish everyone a successful academic year.”

Fighting corruption 
in Kuwait with an 
international perspective
By Dhari Buyabes 

Kuwait Anticorruption
Authority, also
known as Nazaha, is

an agency that is mandated
by the law to prevent and
combat corruption in
Kuwait. It was established in
2016 as per the
Anticorruption Act number
2 for the year 2016. Nazaha,
which means “integrity” in
the Arabic language, was
established in response to
the requirements set by
United Nations Convention
Against Corruption (UNCAC).

The UNCAC is considered the “only legally bind-
ing universal anti-corruption instrument,” as Article 6
of this convention stipulates that: “Each state party
shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles
of its legal system, ensure the existence of a body or
bodies, as appropriate, that prevent corruption.” The
UNCAC, which Nazaha aims to implement, promotes
the fight against corruption in several fields such as
prevention, law enforcement, international coopera-
tion, and asset recovery.

With the UNCAC in mind, the law has identified
several goals for Nazaha to achieve. The agency aims
to establish the principle of transparency and integri-
ty in the economic and administrative transactions to
ensure the good governance of the state’s funds,
resources and property and their optimal use.
Nazaha also strives to protect state bodies from
bribery, trading in influence and abuse of power for
personal benefits and prevent mediation and nepo-
tism. It further encourages and activates the role of
institutions and organizations of the civil society in
the fight against corruption and educates members
of the society of its risks and expands the awareness
of the means and methods of prevention.

Furthermore, Nazaha has a specialized mandate
and undertakes unique measures in order to fulfill the
said goals. The agency receives and studies reports,
complaints and information submitted to it regarding
the crimes of corruption and when ascertained that
they constitute a suspected crime, they are referred
for prosecution. Nazaha also receives statements of
financial disclosure; these are documents in which
state officials disclose their assets, properties, mov-
ables, and other financial information. These state-
ments must be periodically updated by these offi-
cials. The statements are then subject to inspection
and examination by Nazaha, which refers cases of
illicit enrichment for prosecution.

Moreover, Nazaha aims to enhance the legal
framework in the country in the field of anticorrup-
tion. It periodically studies legislations and legal
instruments related to the fight against corruption
and proposes the necessary amendments thereof to
keep pace with international conventions and treaties
ratified or acceded to by Kuwait.

Nazaha also gives great importance to prevention.
The agency coordinates with the media in order to
educate and raise awareness in society of the risks of
corruption, corrupt practices and effects and how to
prevent and fight them. Not only that, Nazaha was
mandated by the law to develop a comprehensive
national strategy for integrity, transparency and anti-
corruption, prepare its implementing mechanisms,
plans and programs, and follow up its implementation
with the concerned bodies.

In fact, Nazaha launched the “Kuwait Integrity
and Anticorruption Strategy 2019-2024” in cooper-
ation with the United Nations. The strategy was
developed in consultation with stakeholders from
the public sector, private sector, and non-govern-
mental organizations. Further, with 13 priorities and
47 initiatives, the strategy enhances integrity and
promotes anticorruption measures in the public and
private sectors, society, and the relevant specialized
bodies.

While Nazaha leads anticorruption efforts on the
national level, it remains keen to take part in the
global fight against corruption through cooperation
with other countries and international organiza-
tions. It actively participates at international confer-
ences and events related to anticorruption. For
instance, Nazaha participates at the Conference of
State Parties to the United Nations Convention

against Corruption, which is the largest global
meeting for anticorruption practitioners. Nazaha
also takes part at the working groups of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (the secretariat
of the UNCAC). Working groups are more special-
ized meetings within the UNCAC and discuss vital
issues in corruption prevention, asset recovery, and
international cooperation.

On the regional level, Nazaha also joins the ses-
sions of the Conference of the State Parties to the
Arab Anticorruption Convention. Similarly, Nazaha
regularly participates at the Gulf Cooperation
Council meetings for the agencies responsible for
promoting integrity and combatting corruption.

Yet, the world is constantly changing, and the cur-
rent global health situation with regards to COVID-
19 has certainly affected such international participa-
tion. In this regard, COVID-19 has presented both
opportunities and challenges to Nazaha’s work in the
international scene. At the beginning of the pandem-
ic, many meetings and events were postponed. But
given the prolonged period of lockdowns, meetings
started taking place online, some of them for the very
first time. Nazaha continued to participate at interna-
tional events virtually, even when COVID-19 restric-
tions were at the highest levels. 

The pandemic was still an opportunity to promote
international cooperation, given that it was easier
than ever to conduct meetings with Nazaha’s inter-
national partners online. 

Fortunately, with COVID-19 restrictions being
loosened in different countries, some anticorruption
conferences are being conducted in a hybrid format.
Delegates can either participate physically at the
event, or remotely from their own countries. Both
formats have their own unique advantages, and this is
something to be appreciated.

To conclude, corruption is a global phenomenon,
and tackling it requires a unique set of skills and
prompt action. Despite being relativity a new
agency, Nazaha has gone a long way in implement-
ing various measures in combatting and preventing
corruption. Whether before, during, or after the
pandemic, Nazaha will continue its efforts to face
corruption and promote integrity, transparency, and
accountability.

l Dhari Buyabes is a Specialist at the International
Cooperation Department of the Kuwait
Anticorruption Authority (Nazaha)

ICSK Junior hosts
ceremony for new
student council 
KUWAIT: September 19, 2021, was a momentous
day for ICSK Junior as it witnessed a beautiful cer-
emony for the newly elected student council who
were bestowed with responsibility signifying the
trust and faith that the school assigns in the newly
invested student council. Vice Principal Sheeja Ravi
welcomed the chief guest, principal and the audi-
ence. She gave a clear and vivid idea as to how the
election was conducted in school.

Dr Siju Thomas, Corporate Mentor, famous as
happiness coach, graced the occasion. His words of
wisdom and experience on a true leader was highly
praiseworthy. He advised the children and gave tips
on how to lead a life with purpose, having a pleas-
ant disposition. The melodious song and a beautiful
invocation dance were presented by the students
with full zest and zeal. Glimpses of the previous
year’s investiture took everyone back the memory
lane. Parents had the honor of investing the badges
for their children. 

The Principal Sherly Dennis administered the
oath of office to the student council. The president
and vice president along with the other 13 senate
members took the oath to fulfill their responsibilities
to the best of their abilities and promised to main-
tain the honor of their position. In her address, the
principal congratulated the student council and
urged the audience to be devoted leaders so that
they can become the finest human beings and reach
greater heights together as a team.

The president, in his maiden speech, thanked the
chief guest, principal, vice principal, teachers, par-
ents and students for their guidance, love and sup-
port. The idea of supporting the school and teachers
for a smooth transition from online to offline classes
was highly thoughtful of him.

The academic coordinator, Santhi Krishna,
thanked the school administration and board mem-
bers for their positive help and guidance in all situa-
tions, as well as the principal, vice principal, parents,
teachers and the students.

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Ambassador to NATO Jasem Al-
Budaiwi (center) with NATO officials Giovanni Romani
(right) and Javier Colomina. —KUNA
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