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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s labor market lost 199,000 
non-Kuwaiti workers during 12 months from 
March 2020 to March 2021, according to a local 
report. The employees were engaged in over 15 
different activities. A labor market report indicated 
the real estate sector lost the most workers with 
53,000, followed by the wholesale, retail and car 
repair sectors, which lost around 37,000 workers. 

With the continued suspension of bringing in 
labor from abroad due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, there was no increase in labor numbers 
during the said period except for the electricity, 
gas, steam and air conditioning sector, which saw 
an increase of 369 workers. The report showed a 
notable decrease in the number of workers in the 
construction sector (more than 30,000), besides 
manufacturing industries, from which 32,000 
workers left, Al-Qabas Arabic daily reported. 

Meanwhile, the labor exodus was limited in the 
fields of information, communications, finance, 
insurance, education, art, entertainment, human 
health and social activities. The labor market wit-
nessed an active movement in the transfer of work-
ers within the private sector, with nearly 107,000 
transfers. The number of work permits that were 
renewed totaled 402,000 in the first half of this 
year, while the number of employees in the private 
sector remained at around 1.5 million workers. 

The Public Authority of Manpower unveiled the 
mechanism of issuing work permits for those who 
entered the country on commercial visas, saying if 
employers register entry visas for work permits on 
the e-forms site, they must make sure to attach a 
copy of the visa and police clearance certificate 
authenticated by official departments. PAM said 
the next procedures will then be completed at the 
labor departments. 

Meanwhile, a labor market information system 
report showed that Indians form the largest num-
ber of those who left the marketplace in the first 

quarter of this year, as the total number of workers 
dropped by 67,809, 17,398 of whom were domes-
tic helpers. The report showed 21,431 Indians left 

the private sector, followed by 11,135 Egyptians 
and 6,136 Bangladeshis. 

As for the family sector (domestic helpers, etc), 

Indians also left in large numbers (10,169), fol-
lowed by Filipinos with 2,543 workers. The num-
ber of domestic helpers reached 651,265, a drop 
of 17,398 from the total registered at the end of 
last year.  

Nearly 200K foreign workers left 
Kuwait’s labor market in one year

Fifteen activities affected; real estate, retail sectors hit hardest

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows a worker at a construction site in Kuwait. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

VIENNA: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Austria and its 
permanent representative to international organiza-
tions in Vienna Sadiq Marafi affirmed on Friday the 
success of the 65th session of the General Conference 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
chaired by Kuwait. In a statement to the press, the 
ambassador said that the conference constituted a 
good opportunity to exchange views and evaluate 
progress made towards strengthening and developing 
national nuclear security and safety. He also went on 
praising the efforts played by the IAEA Director-
General, Rafael Grossi, the agency’s staff and members. 
The ambassador affirmed Kuwait’s continued coopera-
tion with the agency, stressing at the same time the 

state’s keenness to support the IAEA’s activities, pro-
grams and initiatives.  

Meanwhile, Grossi lauded Kuwait’s presidency of 
the 65th general conference of the agency over the 
past few days. In statements to the press after the con-
clusion of the conference on Friday, Rafael Grossi said 
Kuwait was “brilliant as usual” in its presidency of the 
event. Kuwait’s representative has successfully moder-
ated the different sessions of the conference, he noted. 

Grossi hailed the outcome of the 65th general con-
ference. “It has met the aspired goals through the fruit-
ful cooperation between the presidency, member 
states and the general secretariat,” he said, adding that 
the conferees have passed all the draft resolutions pro-
posed during the gathering. He thanked Marafi for his 
“outstanding moderation of the conference’s sessions.” 
This is the first time Kuwait presides over the IAEA 
General Conference since joining the international 
agency five decades ago. This conference is the high-
est policy-making body in IAEA, held annually with 
the participation of member states to consider the 
agency’s work.

VIENNA:  Kuwait ’s  Environment Publ ic 
Authority Director-General, Sheikh Abdullah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah stressed yesterday the 
importance of protecting nature and preserv-
ing the environment. In a statement to the 
press on the sidelines of his participation at 
the World of Hunting and Nature Exhibition, 
which kicked off yesterday in Hungary, Sheikh 
Al-Ahmad said that ecological attention has 
become one of the most important priorities in 
the government plans. He also stressed that 

participation in these international events aims 
to enhance cooperation with the various lead-
ing countries. Furthermore, he praised the 
efforts made by the Hungarian government to 
achieve sustainable development and preserve 
the natural  ecosystem. The Environment 
Public Authority is participating in Kuwait’s 
pavilion, which contains brochures and publi-
cations on all that Kuwait has contributed to 
preserving the environment, as well as an 
explanation of the law of hunting and environ-
mental protection. The expo will be held for 
two weeks, and it is one of the largest interna-
tional exhibitions in the world, sponsored by 
Hungarian Deputy Prime Minister Gault Simian, 
with the participation of 98 countries and 
1,500 organizations, six conferences, and more 
than 500 events aimed at promoting the con-
cept of sustainable use of nature. — KUNA 
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1. Real estate - 53,000  
2. Wholesale and retail - 37,000  
3. Construction - 30,000  
4. Manufacturing industries - 27,000  
5. Transport and warehousing - 12,000 
6. Farming and fishing - 10,500  
7. Lodging and food - 8,500  
8. Water and sewerage - 8,000  
9. Mining and quarrying - 5,000  
10. Education - 2,000 
 
Breakdown of foreign workers who left the private 
sector: 
India - 21,341 
Egypt - 11,135 
Bangladesh - 6,136 
Nepal - 4,185 
Philippines - 1,953 
Pakistan - 1,250 
Syria - 253 
Jordan - 236 
Iran - 210 
Rest of nationalities - 4,268

Total number of foreign workers 
who left Kuwait per sector:
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These measures, he added, would honor aspira-

tions of regional countries to enjoy security and sta-
bility, which would achieve prosperity and develop-
ment of the people. Kuwait, HH the Prime Minister 
said, was looking forward for see regional and inter-
national efforts to bring about success to an interna-
tional conference on clearing the Middle East from 
nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction, 

due in the UN in New York in November.  
Kuwait also said on Friday it hopes the United 

Nations climate change conference, COP26, sched-
uled to be held in Glasgow in November, leads to a 
constructive review of progress and deficiencies in 
relation to environmental responsibility-sharing. 
Climate change has severely affected achievements 
made on the global scale to reach sustainable devel-
opment goals, Sheikh Sabah said in his speech.  

The effects of climate change have been evident 
in noticeable temperature rises, increasing intensity 
of storms and floods and decreasing green spaces 
due to the widespread recurrence of forest fires 
around the world, he added. Neglecting the matter 
“will have severe environmental repercussions”, he 
warned.  — KUNA 

PM: Kuwait has 
given $327m...
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Meanwhile, the two detained Canadians arrived 

back in Calgary, western Canada yesterday , and 
were shown on TV being greeted and hugged by 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. The “two 
Michaels” - as they have been dubbed by interna-
tional media - were detained just days after Meng 
on what Ottawa has contended were “trumped up” 
espionage charges. In turn, Beijing called Meng’s 
case “a purely political incident”. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said “the 
US Government stands with the international com-
munity in welcoming the decision” to release the 
men. Speaking to reporters before heading to China, 
Meng said: “Over the past three years, my life has 
been turned upside down. It was a disruptive time 
for me as a mother, wife and a company executive.” 
China’s foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said yesterday that the detention of Meng 
was an “incident of political persecution against a 
Chinese citizen”. 

The resolution of the case removes a deep thorn 
in the relationship between Beijing, Washington and 
Ottawa, with China accusing the US of a political 
attack on one of its technology titans. Beijing also 
accused Ottawa of doing Washington’s bidding by 
arresting and holding Meng, known inside Huawei as 
the “princess” of the company and its possible 
future leader. 

Washington had accused her of wire fraud and 
deceiving HSBC bank, saying she tried to hide viola-
tions of US sanctions on Iran by Huawei affiliate 
Skycom. But on Friday, US prosecutors settled for 
Meng agreeing to a statement of facts in the case. In 
exchange, they agreed to defer the charges until 
2022, and then drop them if Meng abides by the 
terms of the agreement. 

In China, news of Meng’s agreement was being 
scrubbed from the Internet. State news agency 
Xinhua said she was returning to China “through 
unremitting efforts of the Chinese government”, 
while the editor of state-run Global Times said she 
had been “finally released on a not guilty plea”. A 
red banner hanging at Shenzhen airport arrivals hall 
read “Welcome home Meng Wanzhou” and a crowd 
of several hundred supporters gathered waving 
Chinese flags and banners. 

Some chanted “Go Huawei!” and sang the nation-
al anthem. “I think China is going to... turn Meng 
Wanzhou’s release into a big victory, a diplomatic 
victory,” said Jean-Pierre Cabestan, Professor of 
Political Science at Hong Kong Baptist University. He 
said the government would build a propaganda 
campaign to “ignore the accusations against her and 
give the illusion that she was wrongly accused of 
crimes she never committed.” 

The charges and Meng’s arrest were enmeshed in 
a broader campaign against Huawei. Washington 
says the firm has close links to the Chinese govern-
ment and military, accusations it denies. The compa-
ny yesterday said it will “continue to defend itself 
against the allegations” in US courts. Caught in 
between, Ottawa sought to rally allies, including 
Washington, to hike pressure on Beijing to release 
the two Canadians. — AFP 
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US-sponsored process dubbed the Abraham 

Accords. “We demand our integration into the 
Abraham Accords,” said Sahar Al-Tai, one of the 
attendees, reading a closing statement in a con-
ference room at a hotel in the Kurdish regional 
capital Arbil. 

“Just as these agreements provide for diplomatic 
relations between the signatories and (the Zionist 
entity), we also want normal relations with (the 
Zionist entity),” she said. “No force, local or foreign, 
has the right to prevent this call,” added Tai, head of 
research at the Iraqi federal government’s culture 
ministry. However, Iraq’s federal government reject-
ed the conference’s call for normalization in a state-
ment yesterday and dismissed the gathering as an 
“illegal meeting”. 

The conference “was not representative of the 
population’s (opinion) and that of residents in Iraqi 
cities, in whose name these individuals purported to 
speak,” the statement said. The office of Iraq’s 
President Barham Saleh, himself a Kurd, joined in 

the condemnation. Powerful Shiite cleric Moqtada 
Sadr urged the government to “arrest all the partici-
pants”, while Ahmed Assadi, an MP with the ex-
paramilitary group Hashed Al-Shaabi, branded them 
“traitors in the eyes of the law”. 

The culture ministry, in a statement, said its 
employee Tai who attended the Arbil forum did not 
represent the ministry, but she had taken part as “a 
member of a (civil society) organization”. The 300 
participants at the conference came from across 
Iraq, according to CPC founder Joseph Braude, a 
US citizen of Iraqi Jewish origin. They included 
Sunni and Shiite representatives from “six gover-
norates: Baghdad, Mosul, Salaheddin, Al-Anbar, 
Diyala and Babylon,” extending to tribal chiefs and 
“intellectuals and writers”, he told AFP by phone. 

Other speakers at the conference included 
Chemi Peres, the head of a Zionist foundation 
established by his father, the late president 
Shimon Peres. “Normalization with (the Zionist 
entity) is now a necessity,” said Sheikh Rissan 
Al-Halboussi, an attendee from Anbar province, 
citing the examples of Morocco and the UAE. 
Kurdish Iraqi leaders have repeatedly visited the 
Zionist entity over the decades and local politi-
cians have openly demanded Iraq normalize ties 
with the Zionist state, which itself backed a 2017 
independence referendum in the autonomous 
region. — AFP 

Iraq slams Kurd  
forum pushing...

TUNIS: More than 100 members of Tunisia’s 
Ennahdha party announced yesterday their resigna-
tion from the Islamist-inspired party over “bad choic-
es” by their chief that had deepened the country’s 
political crisis. Members of parliament, former cabinet 
ministers and party leaders are among the 113 
Ennahdha members who left, they said in a statement. 

“The current party leadership is responsible for 
(Ennahdha’s) isolation and largely for the deteriorat-
ing situation in the country,” it said. It pointedly 
blamed party leader Rached Ghannouchi for making 
“bad political choices” and striking “inappropriate 
alliances” with other movements that “undermined 
Ennahdha’s credibility”. Ghannouchi had “failed” and 
“refused all the advice” that was given to him, the 
statement added. 

In July, President Kais Saied sacked the govern-
ment, suspended parliament, removed the immunity of 
lawmakers and put himself in charge of prosecutions. 
On Wednesday, Saied announced decrees that 
strengthen the powers of his office at the expense of 
the government and parliament, saying he will rule by 
decree. Ennahdha, Saied’s archfoe with the largest 
bloc in parliament, had already condemned the presi-
dent’s July power grab as a “coup d’etat”. it said this 
week that Saied’s measures risked setting in motion 
the dismantling of the state. And on Thursday, 
Ghannouchi called for a “peaceful struggle” against a 
return to “absolute one-man rule” in Tunisia. 

Speaking in an interview with AFP, Ghannouchi 
admitted however that his party was in part responsi-
ble for Saied’s power grab. “Ennahdha is not in power 
but it backed the government, despite some criticism 
we had,” he said. 

Tunisia has seen years of political deadlock since 
its 2011 revolution that ousted autocratic president 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. Fractious coalitions and 
short-lived governments since the uprising have 
failed to resolve mounting social and economic 
crises. — AFP 
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