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PM: Kuwait has given $327m  
to COVID vaccine initiatives

Kuwait urges Iran to adopt ‘serious measures’ to build regional confidence
NEW YORK: Kuwait has provided assistance 
worth $327.4 million to initiatives worldwide aiming 
to ensure an equal distribution of COVID-19 vac-
cines, particularly to impoverished nations, HH the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
representative said on Friday. Speaking at a United 
Nations General Assembly session, HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah called to ensure “a fair and safe global dis-
tribution of vaccines to all countries to reach a 
comprehensive immunization level”. 

Recently, Kuwait contributed $40 million to 
Covax, a worldwide vaccine distribution initiative 
co-led by the World Health Organization, and the 
GAVI vaccine alliance, which aims to expand vac-
cine accessibility and improve governments’ 
health systems, administered by civil society and 
global organizations. Domestically, the country 
has also ensured a fair distribution of globally-
approved vaccines amongst its communities of 
nationals and residents, with a high coverage rate 
of 72 percent of the population. 

On the repercussions of the deadly coronavirus 
pandemic, which has so far claimed the lives of over 
4.7 million victims and caused widescale damage to 
economies and livelihoods and food scarcity, 
Sheikh Sabah said “the extent of the scars will 
remain present for a long time in the conscience of 

the world”.  The prime minister paid special hom-
age to frontliners and health workers, “who from 
us, deserve a standing ovation and our apprecia-
tion”. However, he said an eventual global recov-
ery will require “steps to invest in data and infor-
mation infrastructure”. “This will contribute to 
improvements in the decision-making process in 
order to protect societies from similar future 
crises,” he added.  

On a positive note, Sheikh Sabah said that in 
spite of these negative aftereffects, the pandemic 
has been a “major catalyst for change and rebuild-
ing for the better on the political, economic and 
social levels”. This was demonstrated in the rapid 
response and cooperation, through domestic and 
international scientific research, that resulted in the 
production of multiple vaccines, he explained.  

Kuwait also called on Iran anew to adopt “seri-
ous measures” towards building confidence in the 
region based on respect of sovereignty and non-
interference in affairs of countries. Iran should also 
work towards reducing tension in the Gulf region, 
and preserving safety, freedom and security of 
maritime navigation from any threats to ultimately 
contribute to building relations based on mutual 
cooperation and respect, Sheikh Sabah told the 
UNGA session. 
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NEW YORK: HH the Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah addresses the 
General Debate of the 76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly at UN headquarters on 
Friday. — AFP 

Kuwait to give booster doses  
 
KUWAIT: The health authorities will soon 
start sending appointments to people to receive 
booster shots of the COVID-19 vaccine, the 
health ministry announced yesterday. The third 
dose will for the time being be given to people 
over 60 years of age, healthcare workers and 
the immunocompromised, provided that they 
received their second dose at least six months 
earlier. Those eligible will receive their appoint-
ments through text messages automatically 
without the need for registration.

Abbas gives Zionists ultimatum 
 
NEW YORK: Palestinian leader Mahmoud 
Abbas gave the Zionist entity one year to with-
draw from occupied territory Friday or he said 
he would no long recognize the Zionist state 
based on pre-1967 borders. “We must state that 
(the Zionist entity), the occupying power, has 
one year to withdraw from the Palestinian terri-
tory it occupied in 1967, including East 
Jerusalem,” he said in a virtual address to the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

2-year-old Texas boy kills self  
 
WASHINGTON: A two-year-old died in Texas 
after shooting himself with a gun he found in a 
family member’s backpack, officials said, the lat-
est in a string of similar accidents by US chil-
dren which have become tragically ordinary. 
The boy in the city of Waco sustained a gun-
shot wound to his head and was taken to a hos-
pital where he later died, according to a state-
ment by local police released Thursday. — AFP

Iran hails teen hero  
 
TEHRAN: Iran paid tribute yesterday to a 
teenager who died of severe burns after hav-
ing rescued two women neighbors trapped in 
a fire in their apartment building. Fifteen-
year-old Ali Landi died of his injuries on 
Friday, two weeks after he helped the women 
escape their burning home and tried to throw 
a gas cylinder out of the window to stop the 
fire spreading. — AFP

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: No transfer of a vehicle’s ownership can 
now be done without financial evidence of payment 
(an authorized check, a receipt of payment, bank 

transfer, or contract of sale through a dealership). 
Many people were confused after Assistant 
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Maj Gen Jamal 
Al-Sayegh issued this decision last week. According 
to him, this decision will limit money laundering 
through the sale of luxury vehicles by paying cash. 

Clarifying the decision, the interior ministry later 
announced transfers of ownership of vehicles 
between relatives (parents, children, siblings, spous-
es) are excluded from this decision, and the transfer 
can be done without providing any proof of payment. 

An officer at the Traffic Department in Jabriya 
told Kuwait Times that they sometimes faced com-

plaints from people that a vehicle wasn’t transferred 
to their ownership after paying the money. “This 
new decision will protect against fraud. But other 
people have also complained that this is a compli-
cated process and that they are used to paying 
cash,” he said. 

If the vehicle is a gift between people who are 
not relatives, they still have to present a receipt 
voucher of any value, according to the officer. The 
receipt voucher can be found at stationery stores. 
“The decision is applied to all kinds of vehicles no 
matter their value, whether they are expensive or 
cheap,” added the officer.

New vehicle transfer  
rules against money  
laundering, fraud

SHENZEN: Huawei executive Meng 
Wanzhou returned to China yesterday 
shortly after two Canadians released 
from prison in China also arrived in 
Calgary, ending a bitter diplomatic 
row that has poisoned ties for three 
years. Meng and the two Canadians - 
former diplomat Michael Kovrig and 
businessman Michael Spavor - were 
detained in a bitter spat critics have 
called “hostage diplomacy”. 

Meng, the 49-year-old daughter of 
Ren Zhengfei, the billionaire founder 

of Chinese telecoms giant Huawei, was 
granted release in a Vancouver court 
hearing after three years of house 
arrest in Canada while fighting extra-
dition to the United States. This came 
hours after US prosecutors announced 
an agreement under which fraud 
charges against her are to be sus-
pended and eventually dropped. 

She then quickly boarded a flight to 
the southern city of Shenzhen, return-
ing to China for the first time since her 
arrest at Vancouver’s international air-
port at the behest of US authorities in 
Dec 2018. Meng received a red-carpet 
welcome as her flight landed, accord-
ing to a live feed on state broadcaster 
CCTV, with Huawei employees waiting 
on the tarmac as a staffer in full pro-
tective gear held a bouquet of flowers. 
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SHENZHEN: This screen grab made from video shows Huawei executive Meng 
Wanzhou waving as she steps out of the plane upon arrival yesterday following 
her release. — AFP 

Huawei exec  
lands in China  
after US deal 

ARBIL: Iraqis attend a conference organized by US think-tank Center for Peace 
Communications on Friday. — AFP 

ARBIL: More than 300 Iraqis, 
including tribal leaders, called for a 
normalization of ties with the Zionist 
entity at a conference in autonomous 
Kurdistan organized by a US think-
tank, drawing a chorus of condemna-
tion yesterday from Baghdad. The first 
initiative of its kind in Iraq, a historic 
foe of the Zionist entity and where its 
sworn enemy Iran has a strong influ-

ence, the conference was held Friday. 
The organizers, the New York-based 

Center for Peace Communications 
(CPC), advocates for normalizing rela-
tions between the Zionist entity and 
Arab countries, alongside working to 
establish ties between civil society 
organizations. Iraqi Kurdistan maintains 
cordial contacts with the Zionist entity, 
but the federal government in Baghdad, 
which has fought in Arab-Zionist wars, 
does not have diplomatic ties with the 
Zionist state. 

Four Arab nations - the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and 
Sudan - last year agreed to normalize 
ties with the Zionist entity in a  
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Zionist ties 
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