
MADRID: Barcelona’s under-pressure coach Ronald
Koeman delivered a bizarre press conference yester-
day as he read a pre-prepared statement before leav-
ing without answering questions. Koeman’s position is
fragile, after Barca followed up a 3-0 defeat by
Bayern Munich in the Champions League last week
with a 1-1 draw at home to Granada in La Liga, with
the team’s tactics and style coming under scrutiny.

In his press conference, Koeman sat down and was
introduced by the club’s press officer, who said the
Dutchman wanted to read a short statement. Reading
from a piece of paper, Koeman said: “Hello everyone.
The club with me as coach is in a situation of rebuild-
ing. “The financial situation of the club is connected to
the sporting activities and vice-versa. This means we
as a team have to rebuild the team without being able
to make any big financial investments. This needs time.
The young talent today could be the next big world
stars in just a few years. To rebuild this team, young
players will be given opportunities like Xavi and
Iniesta had in their day. But we must ask for patience.

“Achieving a high ranking in La Liga is a great
success. In the Champions League we can’t hope for
miracles. The defeat by Bayern Munich last week has
to be analyzed with that perspective. The process
we’re in now with the staff and the team deserves
unconditional support, in words and actions. I know
the press recognizes this process.

“It’s not the first time in Barcelona’s history this has
happened. We count on your support in these difficult
times. As staff and players, we are very happy with
the great support of the fans, like we had in the match
against Granada. Visca Barca, thanks to everyone.”

Several names, including Xavi Hernandez, Roberto
Martinez and Antonio Conte, have been mentioned as
possible successors to 58-year-old Koeman, whose
relationship with club president Joan Laporta has
been strained in recent weeks.

After the defeat at home to Bayern, Laporta post-
ed a video addressed to Barcelona supporters in
which he said: “I am as disappointed and upset as all

of you are... Do not doubt we will resolve this situa-
tion.” Koeman was asked about the club’s loss of
identity after the draw against Granada on Monday.
His team had delivered 54 crosses and ended the
game with central defenders Gerard Pique and
Ronald Araujo playing up front.

“If you see the list of players, what do you do?
Play tiki-taki? Tiki-taki when there are no spaces?”
said Koeman. “We did what we had to do. We tried to
win another way. We don’t have players one-on-one
or with speed. We’re talking... I’m not going to say

more because it seems I have to argue about every-
thing.” Barcelona head to Cadiz tonight in La Liga,
having won two and drawn two of their opening four
league games.

Atletico on top
Elsewhere, Luis Suarez scored twice, including an

injury-time winner, as Atletico Madrid came from
behind to beat 10-man Getafe 2-1 and move top of La
Liga on Tuesday. Hosts Getafe took the lead through
Stefan Mitrovic on the stroke of half-time, but the
game changed when Carles Alena was sent off in the
74th minute. “In the first half, we had a lack of move-
ment, of dynamism, and the match was flat until the
opponents’ goal,” said Atletico coach Diego Simeone.
“In the second period, the match had more rhythm,
more intensity, we had more efficiency in attack.”

A goalless draw with fellow unbeaten side Athletic

Bilbao at the weekend saw them drop two points
behind Real in the early table and Simeone’s men
were far from convincing again for long stages. A limp
first-half display from the visitors ended in poor fash-
ion as Getafe defender Mitrovic headed home.

Antoine Griezmann and Suarez, who saw a header
strike the crossbar, both went close to an equalizer
before former Barcelona midfielder Alena gave
Atletico a helping hand. Alena, who had already been
booked, was given a straight red card following a
VAR review for a poor studs-up challenge on
Brazilian international Matheus Cunha.

Suarez made Alena pay only four minutes later,
running onto Mario Hermoso’s long pass and lashing
a left-footed shot into the roof of the net. The
Uruguayan completed the comeback just as the clock
ticked past 90 minutes, nodding in at the back post as

Getafe goalkeeper David Soria backtracked after ini-
tially attempting to collect Sime Vrsaljko’s cross.

Suarez, who was making only his third league start
in six games this term, has now scored three La Liga
goals this season. Griezmann, though, is still yet to
find the net in four appearances since rejoining the
club from Barcelona. “He is in the process of adapting
to this new Atletico, which is no longer the Atletico he
had known,” said Simeone of the Frenchman. “I’m
sure he will shine like before, I have no doubts.”

Elsewhere on Tuesday, Bilbao lost 2-1 at home to
Rayo Vallecano, for whom Colombian veteran Falcao
scored his first goal in memorable style, a winner six
minutes into injury time. And Celta Vigo notched up
their first victory of the campaign by beating winless
Levante 2-0 thanks to goals from Iago Aspas and
Brais Mendez. — AFP
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Nets say 
‘positive’ contract
talks with
Harden, Irving
NEW YORK: The Brooklyn Nets have
had “positive” contract extension talks
with James Harden and Kyrie Irving as the
team aims to build a championship-win-
ning roster, general manager Sean Marks
said Tuesday. Harden and Irving are
reportedly close to agreeing terms on new
long-term deals which could see both
players remain in Brooklyn for three and
four more seasons respectively.

“We’ve had very positive conversa-
tions with both of those guys,” Marks
said. “We’re looking forward to sitting
down with them over the next two weeks
and furthering those discussions. Those
guys know exactly how we feel and I
think they’ve been vocal about wanting
to be part of this and bui lding this
together. I think we’ve got an opportuni-
ty to do something special here for the
foreseeable future.”

Irving and Harden form part of
Brooklyn’s “big three” along with Kevin
Durant, but injury problems last season
meant all three players were rarely fit to
play together at the same time. Both
Irving and Harden missed crucial playoff
games against the Milwaukee Bucks in
the Eastern Conference semi-finals last
season as the Nets were eliminated in
seven games. Marks said both Harden
and Irving were “ready to go” for the
start of the 2021-2022 season, which tips
off next month.

“From what we’ve seen they look
great,” Marks said. “Our performance
team has been with them, our coaching
staff has been with them, spending consid-
erable time with them and can attest that
they are in great spirits and are ready to
go like the rest of the team.

“It will be a work in progress as to how
we proceed with all of our guys, not just
James and Kyrie. It’s a marathon not a
sprint, and we’re trying to save those guys
from themselves half the time. But they feel
good, they look great, so that’s a positive.”

Marks said the Nets meanwhile would
start the season with “realistic” champi-
onship aspirations. “Our goal is to be the
last team standing,” he said. “There’s prob-
ably six, eight or 10 teams that have the
same goal and a realistic one. For us it’s
about owning that, and not shying away
from that. We want to do everything we
possibly can to try and accomplish that.”

The Nets have bolstered their roster
with the addition of veteran guard Patty
Mills, as well as James Johnson and Paul
Millsap. “We added 3 veterans with high
IQ and high character and that’s always a
really positive thing for a coaching staff,”
Nets coach Steve Nash said. “We’re out to
win a championship, we own that.” —AFP
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GETAFE: Atletico Madrid’s Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez celebrates his second goal during the Spanish
League football match against Getafe at the Col Alfonso Perez stadium in Getafe on Tuesday. — AFP
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Gambling group
DraftKings bids
$22.5b for Entain
LONDON: UK gambling giant Entain yesterday
said it had received a takeover bid from US rival
DraftKings worth $22.5 billion as online sports bet-
ting surges on both sides of the Atlantic. Entain said
the offer came after it had rejected a lower figure
from DraftKings, as the gambling sector looks to
consolidate.

“The board of Entain will carefully consider the
proposal and a further announcement will be made
as and when appropriate,” the statement added. The
UK firm had previously revealed the cash and shares
offer but did not disclose the price at the time.

Entain’s statement said DraftKings’ improved offer
was priced at £28 per share, giving a value of £16.5
billion ($22.5 billion, 19.2 billion euros). The rejected
offer had been priced at £25 per share and comes

after Entain in January snubbed a takeover approach
from US casino giant MGM worth £8.0 billion.

Laura Hoy, equity analyst at Hargreaves
Lansdown, said that even if the DraftKings bid was
accepted, “usual regulatory scrutiny could be fur-
ther complicated by antitrust concerns due to
BetMGM, Entain’s joint venture with US Casino
operator MGM”.

Entain owns Britain’s betting-shop chains
Ladbrokes and Coral, as well as various online gam-
bling websites focused on football and horse racing
bets. DraftKings specializes in fantasy leagues bet-
ting, notably across the major US sports of American
football, basketball, baseball and ice hockey. Entain’s
share price soared 18 percent late Tuesday on news
of the fresh takeover approach that was made shortly
before the close of London trading. It rallied a fur-
ther eight percent at the open yesterday to sit at
£24.43. London’s benchmark FTSE 100 index, on
which Entain is listed, climbed one percent overall.

Sector consolidation
The takeover announcement comes after gambling

group 888 earlier in the month agreed to buy the
non-US operations of rival William Hill in a deal
aimed at creating a leading online betting group. US
group Caesars Entertainment agreed to the sale in a
deal worth £2.2 billion. Caesars had bought all of
William Hill, which has more than 1,400 betting shops
in the UK, for around £3.0 billion last year but said
at the time that it was interested in holding onto only
the US part of the business. US gambling is taking off
after the country’s Supreme Court in 2018 lifted a
ban on sports betting in the United States. — AFP

The ban had covered almost the entire country for
25 years, with the notable exception of Las Vegas.
While the US has lifted restrictions, officials in the
world’s biggest gambling city Macau have unveiled
plans for a crackdown on the industry.

Macau’s government has proposed direct supervi-
sion over the gambling sector, slashing the value of
big operators. The move comes as the government in
mainland China embarks on a crackdown on a wide
range of industries — including tech and private
education firms — as it looks to tighten its grip on
the world’s number two economy. —AFP

BEVERLY HILLS: Saul “Canelo”
Alvarez and rival Caleb Plant came to
blows on Tuesday as a press confer-
ence to hype their November show-
down for the undisputed world super
middleweight crown erupted into vio-
lence.

Unbeaten American Plant was left
with a cut under his right eye following
the fiery exchange at the Beverly Hilton
hotel in Beverly Hills. Mexican star
Alvarez, widely regarded as the best
pound-for-pound fighter in boxing,
triggered the melee after coming face-
to-face with Plant.

With both men appearing to trade
expletives, Alvarez shoved Plant force-
fully in the chest, sending the 29-year-
old from Tennessee staggering across
the stage. Plant responded with a wild
left hook — which Alvarez ducked
comfortably before landing two count-
er-punches, causing a cut under Plant’s
right eye. Security and members of
both fighter’s entourage both scram-
bled onto the stage to break up the
fight. The following press conference
also threatened to erupt after Plant

again addressed Alvarez with an
expletive-laden tirade before accusing
the Mexican of being a “drug cheat.”

Alvarez tested positive for a banned
steroid in 2018, forcing postponement
of his fight with Gennady Golovkin.
“You’re a drug cheat.. .you’re a
cheater,” Plant snapped. “Don’t make
excuses before the fight,” Alvarez
responded angrily. “Say whatever you
say. I’m gonna see you on November 6.
You’re gonna see something special,
and feel something special.” Alvarez
later said the face-off turned violent
after Plant insulted his mother. “He can
say whatever he wants to me, but not
to my mum,” Alvarez said. “He swung, I
just pushed him.” Plant meanwhile
insisted Alvarez triggered the brawl.
“All we was doing was staring at each
other. He had something to say, I had
something to say. He’s gonna beat me,
I’m gonna beat him,” he said. “And then
he did what he did.” 

Alvarez will defend his World
Boxing Association, World Boxing
Council and World Boxing
Organization crowns against Plant, the

International Boxing Federation cham-
pion. Alvarez, 56-1 with two drawn and
38 knockouts, seeks his eighth win in a
row. He beat Britain’s Callum Smith by
unanimous decision in December 2020
for the WBA and WBC crowns and
added the WBO title three months ago
by beating Britain’s Billy Joe Saunders.

Plant, 21-0 with 12 knockouts, won
the IBF crown by defeating
Venezuelan Jose Uzcategui by unani-
mous decision in January 2019. He
has defended it three times since
then, most recently beating country-
man Caleb Truax by unanimous deci-
sion in January. — AFP

BEVERLY HILLS: (From left) Canelo Alvarez speaks to Caleb Plant during a press con-
ference ahead of their super middleweight fight on November 6 at The Beverly Hilton
on Tuesday in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP

Plant, Alvarez trade punches
ahead of November showdown

Blue Jackets to pass
on unvaccinated
Rinaldo
LOS ANGELES: Forward Zac Rinaldo has been
barred from attending the Columbus Blue Jackets
training camp because of the NHL journeyman’s
refusal to get the COVID-19 vaccine. The 31-year-old
Rinaldo is the second person from the Blue Jacket’s
organization to have a falling out with the team over
getting the vaccine in the midst of a global pandemic
that has killed over four million worldwide.

Last week, Columbus parted ways with Canadian
assistant coach Sylvain Lefebvre over his refusal to be

vaccinated. “We’re going to have 67 players in our
camp and they’re all going to be vaccinated,” Columbus
president John Davidson said. “Everything we do, we
do together as a team.” Rinaldo spoke out against the
vaccine at a Canadian political rally last week, saying he
was “pro-choice.” General manager Jarmo Kekalainen
said “the ball is in his court right now” regarding
Rinaldo’s future with the team. Rinaldo has scored 18
goals and has 758 penalty minutes in 354 career NHL
games with Philadelphia, Boston, Arizona, Nashville and
Calgary. Throughout his career, Rinaldo has split his
time between the NHL and American Hockey League
and has never scored more than five goals in an NHL
season. Rinaldo will begin the season with the Blue
Jackets farm team in Cleveland. 

Kaprizov re-signs
Elsewhere, forward Kirill Kaprizov has re-signed

with the Minnesota Wild, the club announced on
Tuesday. The five-year, $45 million deal locks up the
Calder Memorial Trophy winner through at least the
2025-26 season. The 24-year-old Russian, who was the
near unanimous winner of the league’s Rookie of the
Year Award last season, led all NHL rookies in goals
and points last season with 27 goals and 51 points in 55
games. He received 99 of 100 first-place votes. 

The Wild are expected to make a run at the playoffs and
Kaprizov is a big piece of their puzzle. He played six sea-
sons in the KHL before joining the Wild and there was talk
he might return to Russia if the two sides couldn’t work out
a deal. The new contract comes just one day before the
Wild are set to opening training camp for the 2021-22 sea-
son. Kaprizov won a gold medal with the Olympics Athletes
from Russia at the 2018 Winter Olympics and is expected
to play for his country at the men’s Olympic hockey tourna-
ment in February in Beijing, China. — AFP


