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Holders Manchester City  
hit six, thrash Wycombe 

Liverpool cruise in League Cup
LONDON: Manchester City started their bid to lift 
a fifth successive League Cup with a 6-1 rout of 
Wycombe, while Japan forward Takumi Minamino 
inspired Liverpool’s 3-0 victory at Norwich on 
Tuesday. Everton and Watford were the major 
Premier League casualties in the third round, losing 
to QPR and Stoke respectively. City will move past 
Liverpool onto a record nine League Cup triumphs 
if they take the trophy this term. 

The holders made the perfect start to that mis-
sion as Pep Guardiola was rewarded for fielding a 
strong attack featuring Kevin De Bruyne, Phil 
Foden, Raheem Sterling, Ferran Torres and Riyad 
Mahrez at the Etihad 
Stadium City, who gave 
debuts to six academy 
graduates, were stunned in 
the 22nd minute as 
Brandon Hanlan tapped in 
his first ever goal for third 
tier Wycombe. But 
Guardiola’s men equalized 
seven minutes later when 
De Bruyne sprinted onto 
Foden’s pass and slotted 
into the far corner for his 
first goal since May. 

Mahrez fired City in front with a crisp finish two 
minutes before the break after good work from 
debutant Josh Wilson-Ebrand. Foden smashed in 
City’s third seconds later, collecting a short corner 
and drilling home from 25 yards. Torres got the 
fourth after 71 minutes with a close-range finish 
and Mahrez’s tap-in and a first City goal for Cole 
Palmer capped the demolition. 

“I just have to say thank you to the academy. 
They all do an incredible job,” Guardiola said. “I 

was lucky to grow up in Barcelona. Won the 
Champions League with seven players from the 
Barca academy. That is unique. Here, you have the 
feeling that we have not just one or two potential 
players but many of them. They have something 
special.” 

Liverpool had already won 3-0 at Carrow Road 
in the Premier League earlier this season and their 
reserves managed to repeat that scoreline. Reds 
boss Jurgen Klopp made nine changes to the side 
which beat Crystal Palace on Saturday, with Kaide 
Gordon, 16, and fellow teenager Conor Bradley 
handed debuts. Minamino, making his first appear-

ance of the season after a 
thigh injury, fired them 
into a fourth minute lead 
as he drilled home from 
Divock Origi’s header. 

 
‘Really good moment’ 

Norwich squandered 
the chance to level before 
half-time when Christos 
Tzolis’ penalty was saved 
by Caoimhin Kelleher 
after Bradley fouled 

Dimitris Giannoulis. Origi doubled Liverpool’s 
advantage in the 50th minute, heading in Kostas 
Tsimikas’ cross for his first goal in 12 months. 
Minamino grabbed his second goal with 10 minutes 
left, netting in clinical fashion from close-range. 
“Footballers want to play, that’s clear. He was with 
his national team, got injured and was then not fit,” 
Klopp said of Minamino. “It was not like he didn’t 
play for 60 weeks. Taki is in a really good moment, 
training well and deserved the two goals.” 

Liverpool’s Merseyside rivals Everton crashed 

out at second tier QPR, losing 8-7 on penalties 
after a 2-2 draw. Rafael Benitez made five changes 
after Everton’s defeat at Aston Villa and Charlie 
Austin twice put QPR ahead, with Lucas Digne 
and Andros Townsend equalizing for the visitors. 
In the shoot-out, Tom Davies’ penalty was saved 
by Seny Dieng and Jimmy Dunne converted the 
winning kick. 

Watford paid the price for making 11 changes as 
the Hornets suffered a surprise 3-1 defeat by sec-

ond tier Stoke at Vicarage Road. Southampton held 
their nerve to win 4-2 on penalties at second tier 
Sheffield United after a 2-2 draw. Leeds also sur-
vived a shoot-out, beating Championship team 
Fulham 6-5 after a 0-0 draw. Burnley striker Jay 
Rodriguez bagged four goals - one more than his 
team had scored in five league games this season - 
in a 4-1 victory over Rochdale. Brentford crushed 
League Two’s bottom club Oldham 7-0 thanks to 
four goals from Marcus Forss. —  AFP 

MANCHESTER: The scoreboard shows the final 6-1 score after the English League Cup third round football match 
between Manchester City and Wycombe Wanderers at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, northwest England on 
Tuesday. — AFP
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LILLE: Local authorities announced yesterday 
several investigations had been opened after the 
pitch invasion during the Ligue 1 game between 
Lens and Lille, including for “inciting hatred” and 
“sexual exhibition”. Dozens of Lens supporters 
stormed the Stade Bollaert-Delelis pitch at half-
time on Saturday to confront the visiting Lille 
fans stationed in a corner of the ground after 
tensions flared with other spectators. 

Riot police intervened to separate the factions 

of opposing supporters as both sets of fans 
hurled seats at each other over a partition fence. 
Six people sustained minor injuries and police 
made two arrests. A 26-year-old Lille supporter 
appeared in court Monday charged with “vio-
lence against a person holding public authority”. 
The hearing was postponed until October 18 and 
the man was released under judicial supervision. 

Another inquiry is looking into “acts of incit-
ing hatred and display of racist or xenophobic 
signs”, the Bethune public prosecutor’s depart-
ment told AFP. After the match a photograph cir-
culated in the media and social networks show-
ing a man purportedly making a Nazi salute. 
Authorities are also investigating “events consid-
ered sexual exhibition” after a supporter was 
pictured, according to witnesses, exposing him-
self to a section of Lens fans, including a number 
of families.— AFP 

LENS: Riot police officers arrest a man after Lens’ supporters invade the pitch during the French L1 football 
match between RC Lens (RCL) and Lille (LOSC) at Stade Bollaert-Delelis in Lens.— AFP 
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KARACHI: Newly appointed Afghanistan cricket 
chairman Azizullah Fazli said yesterday he would 
visit neighboring Pakistan later this week to invite 
the side for a one-day series. The war-torn nation 
has steadily risen in international cricket over the 
past few years, with stars such as the world’s top 

spinner Rashid Khan, but there have been calls for a 
boycott of the men’s team after the hardline 
Taleban’s takeover last month. 

The change of government has called into ques-
tion the future of Afghanistan’s participation in Test 
matches, as under International Cricket Council reg-
ulations, nations must also have an active women’s 
team. The Taleban are yet to announce a policy on 
women playing sport, but a senior official has said it 
would be “not necessary”. Avoiding commenting on 
the latest developments, Fazli said he planned to visit 
other regional cricketing powers. 

“I am taking a tour of Pakistan from September 25 
and then will go to India, Bangladesh and the United 

Arab Emirates to meet officials of cricket boards,” he 
told AFP over the phone from Kabul. Fazli said he 
would meet new Pakistan Cricket Board chairman 
Ramiz Raja, “and offer to host Pakistan for the series 
which we were due to play in Sri Lanka in 
September”. 

The three-match one-day series between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan was cancelled over logistical prob-
lems and a COVID-19 outbreak in Sri Lanka. It was 
part of a one-day league which is a qualification 
process for the 2023 World Cup. “We are seeking to 
improve Afghanistan cricket so that will come with 
cooperation from other countries,” Fazli added. 

Raja confirmed Fazli would visit Pakistan. Fazli, in 

his second term as chairman after serving the board 
from September 2018 to July 2019, said he was com-
mitted to improving facilities in Afghanistan. 
Afghanistan are in Group 2 of the Super 12 stages of 
the Twenty20 World Cup due to start from October 
17 in the United Arab Emirates. 

Australia has threatened to cancel a Test match 
with Afghanistan in Brisbane in November unless the 
Taleban allow women to play cricket. The new rulers 
on Tuesday sacked Hamid Shinwari as Afghanistan 
Cricket Board chief executive, replacing him with 
Naseeb Zadran Khan, linked to the Haqqani network, 
which is responsible for some of the worst attacks in 
the country’s history. — AFP

Afghanistan wants 
to host Pakistan 
for cricket series
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 Refinery to 454,000 barrels per day and 346,000 

barrels per day respectively of high-quality and eco-
friendly oil byproducts.  

Otaibi told KUNA that the project’s design and 
execution have complied with the highest international 
environmental criteria. He estimated the capital cost of 
CFP at a total of KD 4.68 billion (roughly $15.5 billion). 
The Kuwaiti private sector has a 35 percent share of 
total investments in this national project, he indicated.  

Deputy CEO of Mina Abdulla Refinery Wadha Al-
Khateeb told KUNA that MAB implemented two of 

the three main parts of the CFP. Each was executed by 
a consortium of three international companies, she 
said. Khateeb added that the project will cut nitrogen 
oxides, sulfur oxides and other pollutants to the mini-
mum level. “This will boost the profitability and com-
petitiveness of Kuwaiti products as well as conserve 
the environment,” she said.  

Khateeb recalled that KNPC had recently succeed-
ed in producing low sulfur marine fuel that meets the 
strict standards of the International Maritime 
Organization. Kuwait has become one of few countries 
producing this high-quality fuel worldwide, she said. 
Deputy CEO for Mina Al-Ahmadi Refinery Shujaa Al-
Ajmi told KUNA that the CFP will help materialize a 
number of KNPC’s strategic objectives such as upping 
Kuwait’s refining capacity to 1.6 million barrels per day 
by 2025 and boosting investment company revenues, 
environmental performance and safety and operational 
reliability. — KUNA 

KNPC’s Clean  
Fuels Project...
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brutal rule of Afghanistan between 1996 and 

2001. On Tuesday, the Taleban vowed girls would 
be allowed to return to school although they have 
so far been effectively excluded, with a spokesman 
saying “more time is needed”. While Haydarpour 
dreams of one day working for tech giant 
Microsoft, she is adamant that she wants “to go 
back and serve my people”. In the robotics labora-
tory at Texas A&M, one of several US universities 
with an outpost in Qatar, Haydarpour hunched over 
a laptop decorated with colorful badges while her 
teammates assembled components. 

The girls evacuated to Qatar were placed in one 
of three institutions depending on their needs with 
full scholarships granted by Doha. Some of their 
teammates remain in Afghanistan while others are in 
Mexico and the UAE. But the nine girls in Qatar all 
get together after school to work on their entries for 
the First Global Challenge robotics competition. 

Asked how their second day of school had gone, 
following their arduous departure from Afghanistan 
on a Qatari military plane and 10 days quarantine 
amid the coronavirus pandemic, the girls chimed 
back “all good” in chorus. Eight of the girls had a 
spirited exchange about a faulty component on a 
circuit board they were building to use on a 
CubeSat weather station. 

“For one week we couldn’t fix it - so we changed 

the wire,” said Haydarpour, holding up a printed 
circuit board trailing cables onto a lab bench dot-
ted with toolboxes. Beside her, another member of 
the team assembled the plastic housing for the 
weather station while periodically checking her 
phone. On the other side of the table, half of the 
girls worked to build a robot capable of scooping 
up plastic balls and firing them away. 

“It’s for the shooter for the balls,” said 18-year-
old Somaya Faroqi, the team leader, as she and her 
teammate Florans conferred on how to fix a motor. 
She had earlier told AFP that she was “so sad 
because we lost our family, our (robotics) coaches, 
our life” by abruptly leaving Afghanistan.  

Roya Mahboob, founder of an Afghan software 
company, helped form the team which went on to 
develop a low-cost ventilator last year at the height 
of the pandemic. The girls made headlines in 2017 
after being denied visas to take part in a robotics 
competition in Washington - before then-president 
Donald Trump intervened and they were allowed to 
travel. The same year the girls won a prestigious 
robotics award. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken dropped 
in on the girls during a visit to Qatar earlier this 
month. “I was honored to meet several remarkable 
women & girls of the Afghan Robotics Team. Their 
journeys & STEM aspirations are inspiring,” he 
tweeted. Benjamin Cieslinski, a laboratory manager 
at the university, called the girls’ skills “a really high 
level” despite their ordeal. But Haydarpour still 
worries about the future and education of girls in 
her country. “What will happen in Afghanistan?” 
she asks. “It’s too hard to see your country in that 
situation.” — AFP  

Afghan robotics  
team design...

Continued from Page 1 
 
International experts sent to China by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) in January concluded that it 
was most likely that the SARS-CoV-2 virus jumped from 
bats to humans via an intermediate animal. A competing 
hypothesis that the virus leaked from a lab like the spe-
cialized virology laboratory in Wuhan was deemed 
“extremely unlikely”, although it has yet to be ruled out. 

Martin Hibbert, Professor of Emerging Infectious 
Disease at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine - who was not involved in the Laos research - 
said the most closely related virus was found to be able 
to infect human cells “as easily” as SARS-CoV-2 and 
therefore might be capable of infecting humans. But he 

stressed that the virus is “not an ancestor of the pandem-
ic strain”. “This work confirms the expected diverse 
nature of bat infecting coronaviruses and increases the 
evidence that natural spill-over events from bats to 
humans can occur,” said Hibbert. 

The authors of the Laos study, which has been posted 
on the site Research Square, said their results suggest 
the pandemic coronavirus potentially evolved through 
mixing between different viruses and species of bats. 
James Wood, Head of Department of Veterinary 
Medicine at University of Cambridge - who was also not 
involved in the research - said it suggests “recombina-
tion between different viruses was likely involved, rather 
than there being a simple evolution of a single lineage 
over a long period”. 

In a comment to the Science Media Centre he said 
this not only underscores the likely role played by bats 
and perhaps other animals living closely together, but 
also shows the “risks inherent in living wildlife trade”, 
where markets can help drive cross-species zoonotic 
transmission. — AFP 

Bats with  
COVID-like...


