
MUSE: Delivering vaccines to Myanmar’s junta,
but also to rebel groups that are the generals’
sworn enemies, China is playing both sides to fight
the coronavirus and strengthen its hand in the
messy politics of its southern neighbor. Beijing has
already handed over nearly 13 million doses to the
generals, who ousted Aung San Suu Kyi in
February and plunged Myanmar and its healthcare
system into chaos. 

The junta has appeared powerless to halt the
spread of the virus, spooking authorities on the oth-
er side of its porous, 2,000-kilometre frontier with
China, where officials are waging a “zero case” war
on COVID-19. So Beijing has quietly shipped thou-
sands of vaccines, medical workers, and construc-
tion materials for quarantine centers, multiple rebel
groups told AFP.

Chinese Red Cross staff “come to help us some-
times... to help us prevent the COVID pandemic,”
said Colonel Naw Bu, spokesman for the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA). “But they did not come
to stay here,” added the colonel, whose group -
numbering thousands - controls territory in
Myanmar’s northern jade-rich hills. “They just came
for a while and went back.” The KIA is one of
Myanmar’s more than 20 ethnic rebel groups -
many of whom control swathes of remote border
territory - who have fought each other and the mili-
tary over the drugs trade, natural resources and
autonomy.

But they are all vulnerable to COVID. As a third
wave ripped through lowland Myanmar in July, the
KIA inoculated 10,000 people in their Laiza head-

quarters with Chinese jabs, Naw Bu said. Health
workers had also crossed over from China to deliver
masks and hand sanitizer, he added. It is a scene
familiar along the porous border. The Shan State
Progress Party rebel group has vaccinated 1,000
people in areas under its control with Chinese vac-
cines, a spokesperson said.

It had ordered a total of half a million, he
added. “Good neighbor” China had also prom-
ised to supply doses to the Ta’ang National

Liberation Army, based in nearby territory,
spokesman Brigadier General Tar Phone Kyaw
said. Meanwhile, in the border town of Muse,
men work on a new quarantine centre that will
house up to 1,000 beds for traders keen to
resume business with the country’s  giant ,
COVID-wary neighbor. The workers are
Myanmar nationals, but the building materials
were al l  provided by authorit ies in China’s
Yunnan province, AFP found.

Rebel buffer 
The aid is receiving none of the fanfare of

Beijing’s diplomacy elsewhere in Asia and across
Africa. “China will as always, according to their
needs, provide necessary assistance and support to
the Myanmar people in their fight against the epi-
demic,” a Chinese foreign affairs spokesman said
when asked if Beijing was helping insurgent groups
fight COVID-19.

But Enze Han, a University of Hong Kong associ-
ate professor in public administration, said it “makes

sense” for authorities across the border to help. “If
China wants to protect itself from COVID... it needs
to create a buffer zone,” he said. And ethnic Chinese
groups, using Chinese SIM cards and currency, live
along the border in areas “basically grafted onto the
lower belly of China,” explained David Mathieson,
an analyst formerly based in Myanmar. If major
clashes between rebels and the military broke out -
as it did in 2017, sending thousands fleeing into
China - it would be a “worst-case scenario” for
Beijing, he said. — AFP 

China playing 
both sides to 
fight COVID

Thursday, September 23, 2021

15
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

Beijing sends nearly 13 million doses to the generals

Shots in the dark: China sends 
COVID aid to Myanmar rebels

South Africa’s lone 
criminal profiler 
battles crime wave
PRETORIA: The woman’s breasts had been cut
off, but her genitals were untouched. An unusual
choice for a killer. Even stranger, no blood had
spilled at the crime scene. The body must have been
moved. It may have been the work of a murderer-
but not a mutilator, says Elmarie Myburgh, the only
criminal profiler in South Africa’s police force. It’s a
tough job anywhere in the world, but especially in
this country of almost 60 million people, where
someone is killed every 25 minutes and 115 rapes
are reported every day. 

“There are just so many cases,” says Myburgh,
who has investigated 70 murders and 90 rapes-
many by repeat offenders-over her 25 years in the
role. “Compared to other countries, like let’s say
Norway or Sweden, we have more murders in
Pretoria on a Saturday than they have over the
whole year.” On top of which, South Africa’s police
struggle with a reputation for inefficiency and cor-
ruption, while years of underfunding and budget
cuts have seen their ranks decimated.

Two of Myburgh’s colleagues-including the
woman who hired her-have come and gone.
Myburgh’s cramped Pretoria office overflows with
files of interrogations, ballistics, blood reports and
medical examinations. All of it is crime scene evi-
dence that the trained criminologist has used to
reconstruct the personalities of murderers to help

track down suspects. She carefully studies each
beating, and how the violence escalates to a fatal
blow, looking for hints to a killer’s relationship with
the victim.

‘Nervous’ 
Myburgh was already working for the national

police when South Africa’s first psychological inves-
tigation unit was set up after the end of apartheid in
1994. Back then, the FBI was at the forefront of crim-
inal profiling. “Now we may be quite on par with
them,” Myburgh says. She remembers her first crime
scene clearly: “A man who was literally lying on his
back, and there was a big rock on the top of his

head.” Then 27, she’d already seen her share of grue-
some photos. “But it’s a different story when you go
to the crime scene. The blood, the smell,” she says.

Soon after, the young Myburgh was called for
another murder: a woman stabbed repeatedly in her
home. “We sat in the living room speaking to the hus-
band and the front door was open so there was a draft,
and then the next moment the door closed,” she says.
“I was a bit nervous, I must say.” Neither of those cas-
es was resolved due to lack of evidence. Over the
years Myburgh has accepted that frustration is part of
the job, especially in South Africa. The system is so
overburdened that just getting telephone records or
DNA results can take months or years. — AFP 

HAMMANSKRAAL: Lieutenant Colonel Elmarie Myburgh, South Africa’s only criminal profiler, carries a man-
nequin after students’ practical exam during a Psychological Motivated Crimes course at the South African
Police Service Academy in Hammanskraal. — AFP 

News in brief

Military plane disappears 

MOSCOW: A Russian An-26 military transport
aircraft with six people on board disappeared
yesterday near the Far Eastern city of
Khabarovsk, the emergencies ministry said. The
ministry said that at 6:45 pm local time (0845
GMT) it learned that “an An-26 aircraft had dis-
appeared from radar 38 kilometers from
Khabarovsk airport”. “According to preliminary
data, there are six people on board,” the min-
istry added on its Telegram channel. The min-
istry said that a helicopter had been dispatched
to search for the aircraft. The search, however,
was complicated by the onset of darkness in
Khabarovsk and “unfavourable weather condi-
tions”, the ministry said. Once notorious for
plane accidents, Russia has improved its air
traffic safety record in recent years. — AFP 

HRW, Amnesty slam Cameroon 

YAOUNDE: Rights watchdogs Human Rights
Watch (HRW) and Amnesty International yes-
terday condemned “repression” in Cameroon
and demanded the release of 124 opposition
activists who have been held for one year.
Yesterday, security forces used tear gas and
water cannons to disperse nationwide protests
calling for the resignation of President Paul
Biya, 88, who has ruled the central African
country with an iron fist for nearly 40 years.
They made more than 500 arrests, allegedly
beating many of the protesters. Of those, 124
remain in jail, all of them members of the main
opposition Movement for the Rebirth of
Cameroon (MRC). None has been tried, their
lawyers say. — AFP 

Rare Australian earthquake 

MELBOURNE: A shallow quake rattled
southeastern Australia yesterday, sending pan-
icked residents running into the streets of the
second-largest city of Melbourne. The rare
quake hit east of the city just after 9:00am
local time and was felt hundreds of kilometers
away. The US Geological Survey put the mag-
nitude of the quake at 5.8 and said it struck at
a depth of 10 kilometers. Images shared on
social media showed rubble strewn across the
popular shopping area around Melbourne’s
Chapel Street, with bricks apparently coming
loose from buildings. Zume Phim, 33, owner of
Melbourne’s Oppen cafe, said he rushed onto
the street when the temblor hit. “The whole
building was shaking. — AFP 

Germany nominates Tedros

BERLIN: Germany is nominating Ethiopia’s
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus for a new term
as the head of the World Health Organization,
the health ministry said yesterday. With
Germany’s nomination secured, the 56-year-
old former health minister appeared to be the
only person in the race a day before the dead-
line for submissions today. Tedros was elected
as the head of WHO in 2017 and became the
first African to take the helm of the UN health
agency. He has not yet confirmed that he was a
candidate for a second five-year term, but a
number of diplomatic sources said he would
stand. Tedros enjoys relative popularity over
his role in steering the WHO’s efforts to coordi-
nate the tumultuous global pandemic response,
and even if other candidates were put forward
at the last minute, he was widely expected to
come out on top. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Former US president Donald Trump
on Tuesday filed a $100 million lawsuit against his
estranged niece Mary Trump and The New York
Times, alleging they engaged in “an insidious plot”
to obtain his tax returns for the paper’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning investigation of his finances. The law-
suit, filed in Dutchess County, New York state, says
that New York Times reporters Susanne Craig,
David Barstow and Russ Buettner conducted “an
extensive crusade to obtain Donald J. Trump’s con-
fidential tax records.”

“The defendants engaged in an insidious plot to
obtain confidential and highly-sensitive records
which they exploited for their own benefit and uti-
lized as a means of falsely legitimizing their publi-
cized works,” the lawsuit says, alleging they were
“motivated by a personal vendetta.” The New York
Times and the three journalists won the Pulitzer in
2019 for their investigation of the Trump family’s
finances, which the Pulitzer Prize Board said
“debunked his claims of self-made wealth and

revealed a business empire riddled with tax
dodges.”

The newspaper’s story alleged that Trump had
received more than $400 million in today’s terms
from his father’s real estate empire, much of it
through fraudulent tax schemes. Mary was the
daughter of the eldest Trump brother Fred Trump
Jr, who died in 1981 from complications due to
alcoholism. In her no-holds-barred 2020 memoir,
“Too Much and Never Enough: How My Family
Created the World’s Most Dangerous Man,” she
revealed that she was the primary source for the
New York Times investigation.

‘Loser’ 
Trump’s 27-page lawsuit asserts that the New

York Times reporters “relentlessly sought out his
niece, Mary L. Trump, and convinced her to smug-
gle the records out of her attorney’s office and turn
them over to The Times.” Times reporter Craig
tweeted yesterday: “I knocked on Mary Trump’s
door. She opened it. I think they call that journal-
ism.” The lawsuit alleges that, by providing informa-
tion, Mary Trump was in violation of a non-disclo-
sure agreement signed in 2001 after a settlement
over the estate of Donald Trump’s father, Fred
Trump Sr. The former president is seeking $100
million in compensation and damages, as well as all
the proceeds from his niece’s book. 

In a statement quoted by NBC, Mary Trump
called her uncle “a loser.” “It’s desperation. The
walls are closing in and he is throwing anything
against the wall that he thinks will stick,” she said.
“As is always the case with Donald, he’ll try and
change the subject.” Trump is under investigation in
New York for tax fraud and other alleged wrongdo-
ings relating to the financial activities of his Trump
Organization. — AFP 

MUSE: In this file photo, motorists pass the China-Myanmar border gate in Muse in Shan state, as the Chinese
city of Ruili near the border with Myanmar imposed a lockdown and started mass testing after three COVID-19
coronavirus cases were reported. — AFP 
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South Africa 
corruption informers
face threats
JOHANNESBURG: A South African corruption
watchdog yesterday warned that whistleblowers
face hostility and threats on their lives, a month
after the murder of a health official who exposed
coronavirus-linked graft shook the country. The
safety of whistleblowers hit the limelight when
provincial government official Babita Deokaran, 53,
was gunned down in Johannesburg on August 23
after dropping off her child at school.

Deokaran was a key witness in an investigation on
suspicious personal protective equipment tenders in
the Gauteng province-which includes Johannesburg
city-as part of a flurry of COVID-related scandals
that sparked public outrage last year. “Those brave
enough to expose corruption continue to face threats
to their lives from people acting with impunity, and
the environment is even more hostile to whistleblow-
ers,” Corruption Watch said in a report exposing
“continued rot” in South Africa.

Nine suspects have been arrested in connection
with the case, of whom at least six are facing trial
on murder charges. President Cyril Ramaphosa,
elected on a promise to root out graft, last month
described Deokaran’s death as a “stark reminder of
the high stakes” of this quest. The motive for
Deokaran’s murder has not yet been determined.

The provincial premier, David Makhura, said the
information Deokaran shared had led to dismissals
and claims to recover funds from businesses and
government officials.

The government this week launched a unit to
protect whistleblowers in public service. Corruption
Watch stressed that guaranteeing their safety was
“a matter of urgency” to avoid discouraging people
from testifying. The group said nearly 2,000
whistleblowers had helped show that corruption
continued “unabated” during the first half of 2021 in
both public and private sectors. Most of the revela-
tions of extortion and abuse of authority concerned
the police. Corrupt procurement and mismanage-
ment were also reported in coronavirus response
schemes, public funding for schools and housing,
and food aid.  —AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Army General Mark Milley (left) chats
with US President Donald Trump after he delivered the
State of the Union address at the US Capitol in
Washington, DC.  —AFP 


