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 News in brief

KUWAIT: On September 24, 1961, Kuwait Times 
published its first issue, ushering in a modern era of 
Kuwait journalism and establishing the first English-
language daily in the Arabian Gulf. Kuwait Times 
was founded by Yousuf Saleh Al-Alyan, who was 
also president and founding member of the Kuwait 
Journalists Association.  

Established just after Kuwait’s independence and 
the start of the country’s development renaissance - 
coupled with a social movement, cultural diversity and 
the welcoming of Arab and foreign residents -Kuwait 
Times served as the first newspaper for non-Arabic-
speaking residents in Kuwait, bringing them the news 
of the world and presenting Kuwait’s news to the 
world. It represented the state abroad in front of the 
international community.  

Founder Yousuf Al-Alyan received the paper’s 
l icense from the Print ing and Publ icat ions 
Department, which was then managed by the late 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. The license was issued around the 
same time as the license given to late Abdulaziz 
Al-Musaeed to publish the Al-Rai Al-Aam news-
paper, which was Kuwait Times’ neighbor on 
Sahafa Street. 

Kuwait Times celebrates  
60 years of journalism

First English-language daily in the Arabian Gulf • Founded by the late Yousuf Saleh Al-Alyan in 1961

Kuwait Times founder Yousuf Al-Alyan

Abdulaziz Al-Musaeed and Yousuf S Al-Alyan pioneered journalism in modern Kuwait. 
Kuwait Times in English and Al-Rai Al-Aam in Arabic were both founded in 1961 and 
established their offices on the same street that would later become known as Shar’e 
Al-Sahafa (Journalism Street) in Industrial Shuwaikh. 

We hope our dear readers enjoy our 
special retrospective supplement on the 
history and origins of Kuwait Times in 
the following pages.  

 
See Pages 2 to 10

6bn COVID shots given  
 
PARIS: More than six billion doses of anti-
COVID vaccines have been given around the 
world. The vaccination drive has reached a 
steady rhythm taking 29 days to clock up the 
sixth billion. Nearly 40 percent (2.18 billion) of 
the six billion shots have been administered in 
China. India (826.5 million) and the US (386.8 
million) complete the trio of countries that have 
given the most jabs. — AFP 

Pollution kills 7m a year 
 
GENEVA: The World Health Organization 
strengthened its air quality guidelines yester-
day, saying air pollution was now one of the 
biggest environmental threats to human health, 
causing seven million premature deaths a year. 
Urgent action is needed to reduce exposure to 
air pollution, said the UN body, ranking its bur-
den of disease on a par with smoking and 
unhealthy eating. — AFP 

Quake triggers panic in Melbourne 
 
MELBOURNE: A rare quake rattled southeastern 
Australia yesterday, shaking buildings, knocking 
down walls and sending panicked Melbourne resi-
dents running into the streets. The shallow 5.9 mag-
nitude tremor hit east of the country’s second-largest 
city at the start of the working day and was one of 
the largest to hit the country in decades. — AFP

Post-Bouteflika leader dies  
 
ALGIERS: Veteran Algerian politician Abdelkader 
Bensalah, who served briefly as interim president after 
his mentor Abdelaziz Bouteflika was forced to resign 
in 2019, died yesterday aged 79, the president’s office 
said. His death after what friends said was a long ill-
ness came just days after that of Bouteflika, who died 
on Friday at the age of 84. — AFP 

Lebanon raises fuel prices  
 
BEIRUT: Crisis-hit Lebanon yesterday raised fuel 
prices for the second time in less than a week amid 
severe rationing spurred by the collapse of a sub-
sidy system that has depleted state coffers. The 
revised price list published by the energy ministry 
yesterday set the price of 20 liters of 95-octane 
petrol at 202,400 Lebanese pounds ($13 at the 
black market rate), up from 174,000 pounds the 
previous week. — AFP (See Page 16)

KUWAIT: KNPC’s Clean Fuels Project (CFP) is now fully operational. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: State-owned Kuwait 
National Petroleum Company (KNPC) 
has hailed the successful operation of 
its mega, eco-friendly Clean Fuels 
Project (CFP). “This is a historic mile-
stone,” KNPC CEO Waleed Al-Bader 
told KUNA on Tuesday, adding that 
the ambitious project is a source of 
pride not only for KNPC but also for 
the entire Kuwaiti oil sector. He 
expected that this cutting-edge proj-
ect will elevate Kuwait’s standing in 
the global oil industry.  

Bader highlighted the impressive 
economic and environmental impacts 
of the project. “It will open new mar-
kets and increase revenues of Kuwaiti 
oil products as well as create more 
job opportunities for Kuwaitis,” he 
added. On the environment benefits, 
Bader explained that the CFP will 
reduce carbon emissions and pollu-
tion by producing high-quality and 
ultra-pure products that meet the 
strictest environment standards and 
specifications worldwide, including 
those of EURO-4 and EURO-5.  

Meanwhile, KNPC’s Acting Deputy 
CEO for Projects Ghanim Al-Otaibi 
revealed that the CFP incorporated 
modernizing and raising the capacity 
of the Mina Abdulla (MAB) Refinery 
and the Mina Al-Ahmadi (MAA) 

Continued on Page 21 

KNPC’s Clean  
Fuels Project  
fully operational

DOHA: Members of an all-girl Afghan robotics team pose for a picture at the labo-
ratory of Qatar’s Texas A&M university on Sept 14, 2021. — AFP 

DOHA: The nine members of an all-
girl Afghan robotics team evacuated 
from Kabul to Qatar have built on 
their star status and captured hearts 
since fleeing their homeland. Now 
back in education and working on 
their entries for a global robotics 
competition, the girls worry about 
their immediate future but hope they 
can one day return to Afghanistan. 

Team member Ayda Haydarpour, 
17, who switched onto digital engi-

neering playing Super Mario as a 
child, said it was “too hard” to follow 
events in Afghanistan but hopes to 
return to open the first STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) school. “My grandfather 
used to ask me lots of questions about 
his tablet and phone,” she said with a 
smile. “In Afghanistan, robotics is new, 
especially for women,” said 
Haydarpour, who has three sisters 
back in Afghanistan. 

Her mother had worked as a 
teacher at a girls’ high school, but the 
facility is yet to reopen following last 
month’s fall of the government to the 
Taleban. The Taleban had banned 
women from work and education, 
confining them to homes during their  
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Afghan robotics  
team design  
future in Qatar

PARIS: Scientists have discovered another clue to 
the origins of the virus that causes COVID-19, with 
bats living in caves in Laos found to be carrying a 
similar pathogen that experts suggest could poten-
tially infect humans directly. The virus has killed mil-
lions since it emerged in China in late 2019, and 
controversy continues to swirl around where it 
came from. Some experts say it is animal-driven but 
others have pointed to the possibility the pathogen 
leaked from a lab. 

Researchers from France’s Pasteur Institute and 
the National University of Laos said their findings 
showed that viruses genetically close to the SARS-
CoV-2 virus “exist in nature” among bat species in 
the limestone caves of northern Laos, which neigh-
bors China. Of the viruses they identified among the 
hundreds of bats tested in Vientiane Province, three 
were found to closely resemble the virus that causes 
COVID-19, particularly in the mechanism for latch-
ing on to human cells. 

“The idea was to try to identify the origin of this 
pandemic,” Marc Eloit, who leads the Pasteur 
Institute’s pathogen discovery laboratory, told AFP. 
Eloit, whose team analyzed the samples collected, 
said there were still key differences between the 

viruses found and SARS-CoV-2. But he said the 
work was “a major step forward” in identifying the 
pandemic’s origin, confirming the theory that the 
coronavirus that has spread across the world could 
have started with living bats. 

The authors of the study, which has been submit-
ted to Nature for peer review, warned that their 
findings suggest the new viruses “seem to have the 
same potential for infecting humans as early strains 
of SARS-CoV-2”. “People working in caves, such as 
guano collectors, or certain ascetic religious com-
munities who spend time in or very close to caves, 
as well as tourists who visit the caves, are particu-
larly at risk of being exposed,” the authors said. 
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