
PARIS: Lionel Messi will miss Paris Saint-
Germain’s game away to Metz today due to a knee 
injury which coach Mauricio Pochettino has said 
was the real reason behind his surprise decision to 
take the six-time Ballon d’Or winner off against 
Lyon at the weekend. The Argentine star underwent 
an MRI yesterday after taking a knock to his left 
knee during Sunday’s 2-1 win. Results showed signs 
of bone bruising, the club said in a statement. 

Messi was replaced by Achraf Hakimi, a full-
back, after 76 minutes against Lyon, on his first 
home appearance as a PSG player since arriving 
from Barcelona. The 34-year-old appeared to reject 
Pochettino’s hand as he walked past his coach 
towards the Paris bench but the former Tottenham 
Hotspur boss later defended his decision to take 
Messi off without mentioning the injury. 

Yesterday he admitted that Messi’s fitness was 
the reason he made the change with the scores level 
at the time. “On the touchline we are always observ-

ing the players, seeing what is happening during the 
match, and we saw that Leo was looking at his 
knee,” Pochettino told reporters. “We are pleased 
with the way he played. He played very well in the 
first half, and the only 
thing missing was a goal.” 

“He played for 76 min-
utes and with all the infor-
mation we had we decid-
ed to take him off,” added 
Pochettino, who said he 
accepted that substituting 
a player of Messi’s status 
might surprise observers. 
“Of course I understand 
the situation and I accept 
it as it is. 

 
‘Best thing for him’ 

“It is not a surprise for me, but the priority is 

always the well-being of the player and in this case 
we thought it was the best thing for him to take him 
off. All great champions always want to be on the 
pitch and that is understandable.” 

Mauro Icardi’s stop-
page-time headed goal 
secured victory for PSG 
against Lyon, leaving them 
with six wins out of six in 
Ligue 1 this season and 
already five points clear of 
second-placed Marseille, 
albeit having played a 
game more. They will be 
expected to keep their run 
going away to a Metz side 

who are winless and prop up the division, although 
Pochettino may heavily rotate his squad. 

PSG are at home to Montpellier at the weekend, 
when it remains to be seen if Messi will return. They 

then host Manchester City in the Champions 
League next Tuesday, September 28. 

“We have a squad of 35 players. They all deserve 
to play but there are not enough places,” admitted 
Pochettino. The Argentine manager has also come in 
for criticism for the way his all-star team played 
against Lyon and in last week’s 1-1 draw at Club 
Brugge in the Champions League. 

Those were the first two matches in which Messi, 
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe had all played togeth-
er, but Pochettino says he needs time to get his 
ideas across. “In general, in the past, in normal 
times, you had six or seven weeks in pre-season, 
lots of friendly matches to work on things. Now we 
need to try things as we go along, during games. It 
is not a situation we like much but we have to get 
used to it.” 

There is a full round of games in France today 
with Marseille aiming to continue their unbeaten 
start away at Angers. — AFP
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Messi ruled out of midweek action

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (left) reacts as he leaves the pitch past PSGaris Saint-Germain’s Argentinian head coach Mauricio Pochettino during the French L1 football match 
between Paris-Saint Germain and Lyon at The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris on Sunday. — AFP

Pochettino says injury scare real reason behind ‘controversial’ substitution 

MRI shows signs 
of bone bruising

LOS ANGELES: Aaron Jones scored 
four touchdowns in the Green Bay 
Packers’ 35-17 win over the Detroit 
Lions on Sunday, but all he could think 
about was a family necklace he lost in 
the endzone at Lambeau Field. 

The running back said the necklace 
was fitted with an ornament in the shape 
of a football, and inside he had placed 
the ashes of his father, who died of 
COVID-19 in April. “He was really on my 
heart,” Jones said on the field after the 
game. “I scored and it fell off in the end-
zone so I have to go look for it... We 
have to find it.” 

“He would be happy,” he added. “He 
would be like if you lose it anywhere 
then lose it in the endzone.” Alvin Jones 
Sr attended all his son’s home games, 
and would watch the Packers warm up 
from the endzone. Jones always made 
time for his dad, trotting over to where 
he was watching to share a quick heart-
felt moment before the kick-off. 

Monday’s win over the Lions was the 
first time the Packers played a regular-
season game in front of a packed 
Lambeau Field crowd since the coron-
avirus pandemic hit. Jones scored three 
of his touchdowns on passes from quar-

terback Aaron Rodgers, who rebounded 
from a subpar performance in week 
one’s embarrassing loss to New Orleans. 
Jones also rushed for a fourth score. 

The loss to the Saints snapped Green 
Bay’s string of six straight season-open-
ing victories, but the win over the Lions 
extended their home-opener win streak 
to nine. Rodgers was criticized for his 
play in the week-one loss, but was obvi-
ously pleased with his bounceback per-
formance. “I just think people just like to 
say a lot of bullsh*t. It is nice to come 
back in here after a game like that,” 
Rodgers told reporters after the game. 
Jones rushed 17 times for 67 yards and 
caught six passes for 48 yards for Green 
Bay, who seized control in the second 
half, scoring touchdowns on their first 
three possessions. 

Reigning NFL MVP Rodgers com-
pleted 22 of 27 passes for 255 yards and 
four scores. He hooked up with Robert 
Tonyan on a 22-yard scoring play in the 
third quarter that gave Green Bay a 21-
17 lead they would never relinquish. 

Rodgers and Jones teamed up for a 
four-yard touchdown pass at the 3:45 
mark of the first quarter. The duo con-
nected again with just under two min-

utes left in the second quarter on a 
one-yard score. Rogers hooked up 
with Jones with seven seconds left in 
the third quarter for an 11-yard touch-
down pass. 

Jones also scored on a one-yard run 
at 12:42 of the fourth. It was Jones’ sec-

ond career four-touchdown game and 
he became Green Bay’s first running 
back with three touchdown catches 
since 1942 when Andy Uram did it 
against the Chicago Cardinals. 

“We got the ball to our playmakers. 
Like this guy,” Rodgers said pointing to 

Jones. “He’s such a special human. He’s 
been through a lot. When you watch the 
film, it’s just different with 33 back there. 
He’s a great guy to have on your team.” 

Asked what advice his father would 
have for him now, Jones’ said: “He would 
say be humble, be proud.” — AFP

Jones scores four TDs, loses 
father’s ashes in endzone

GREEN BAY: Aaron Jones #33 of the Green Bay Packers does the Lambeau Leap to celebrate his third touchdown of the night 
against the Detroit Lions during the second half at Lambeau Field on Sunday. — AFP


