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Members of the South Korean boy band BTS arrive at the UN General Assembly 76th ses-
sion General Debate at United Nations Headquarters, in New York. — AFP photos

Members of the South Korean boy band BTS wear facemasks before they take turns speak-
ing at the SDG Moment event.

Jimin listens as JHope of the South Korean boy band BTS
speaks at the SDG Moment event.

It wasn’t exactly the screaming audience
BTS is accustomed to but the Korean
pop sensations had another sort of world

stage Monday as they addressed the
United Nations. The seven-member boy
band, clad in subdued dark suits, said they
hoped to rally young people to look at how
to work toward the Sustainable
Development Goals-UN benchmarks on
which the world has fallen increasingly
behind. With Covid restrictions in force,
BTS spoke before a largely empty

General Assembly call, with delegates in
the front rows listening in silence other
than occasionally snapping a picture by
phone.

After their remarks, the pop stars put on
a pre-recorded video of their track
“Permission to Dance” as they showed
their moves throughout the General
Assembly and on the world body’s lawn
facing the East River. BTS members told
the UN session that they were “heartbro-
ken” to cancel their latest tour because of

the pandemic and that they had asked
other young people to share perspectives
on being the “Covid lost generation,” with
life disrupted since early 2020.

“There were times during the past two
years when I too felt bewildered and trou-
bled but still we hear people cry out, ‘let’s
live on, let’s make the best of this
moment,’” singer Jin said as he recounted
responses from young people. “We can’t
stand still in taking on new challenges
when we’re in the ideal time of our lives.”

The pop stars said that they had been
vaccinated against Covid and also noted
that young people were “searching for
answers” on how to fight climate change.

BTS was introduced by South Korean
President Moon Jae-in who has given the
pop stars diplomatic passports, the latest
effort by Seoul to seize on the global popu-
larity of K-pop. The Sustainable
Development Goals include eradicating
extreme poverty around the world by 2030.
But the United Nations says the Covid cri-

sis has set the effort back by years, with
well more than 100 million people thrown
back into poverty and hunger-in addition to
the more than 4.5 million people who have
died. “It would be easy to lose hope. But
we are not hopeless or helpless,”
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told
the session. “We have a path to recovery if
we choose to take it.”— AFP

Harvey Weinstein
denies sex
crime charges 
in Los Angeles

Disgraced Hollywood mogul Harvey
Weinstein denied a raft of charges
when he appeared in a Los Angeles

court on Monday. The former movie power
player pleaded not guilty to counts involv-
ing alleged abuse of five women.
Weinstein, the producer of smash hits
including “Pulp Fiction” and “Shakespeare
in Love”, is already serving a lengthy jail
term in New York for rape. The Los
Angeles charges include sexual battery by
restraint, forcible rape and forcible oral
copulation against women in Beverly Hills
between 2004 and 2010. The 69-year-old
faces an additional 140 years behind bars
if convicted on all counts.

Widespread sexual abuse and harass-
ment allegations against Weinstein
exploded in 2017, triggering the global
#MeToo movement. In total, nearly 90
women including Angelina Jolie, Gwyneth
Paltrow and Salma Hayek have accused
Weinstein of harassment or assault.
Weinstein has said all his sexual encoun-
ters were consensual Weinstein, who is
in custody, is due back in court on
October 25. — AFP

Following five weeks of graphic testi-
mony including searing personal
accounts of sexual, physical and

emotional abuse, prosecutors seeking to
convict R Kelly of racketeering and sex
trafficking rested their case Monday. The
singer who reigned over the 1990s and
early 2000s has for decades faced accu-
sations of sexual misconduct but was only
tried once on child pornography charges,
proceedings that saw him acquitted.

In a court in Brooklyn, New York, feder-
al attorneys called 45 witnesses, including
11 accusers-nine women and two men-in
their bid to cast Kelly as the ringleader of a
criminal organization that enabled his pre-
dation of women and children for nearly 30
years. Six of those called to the stand said
they were underage when Kelly initiated
sexual encounters with them. The charges
center around six women: Jerhonda,
Stephanie, Faith,  Sonja and a woman
who testified under a pseudonym, along
with Aaliyah, the R&B singer who died in a
plane crash in 2001 but who Kelly illegally
married when she was 15. More than a
month of testimony included harrowing
descriptions of women saying they were
raped, beaten, drugged, imprisoned and
sometimes denied food or access to bath-
rooms.

One woman saying when she was a
teenager he forced her to get an abortion.
Several said Kelly gave them herpes with-
out warning them he had contracted the
sexually transmitted infection. The artist
born Robert Sylvester Kelly faces one
count of racketeering and eight violations
of the Mann Act, an anti-sex trafficking law
banning transporting people across state
lines for the purpose of sex. He denies all
charges. In addition to his Brooklyn trial,
Kelly faces prosecutions in three more
jurisdictions, including in Illinois federal
court on child pornography and obstruction
counts. In cross-examination, defense
lawyers aimed to spear witnesses’ credibil-
ity, holding that relationships were consen-
sual, even loving at times, and attempting
to paint the women as scorned lovers or
super fans who grew jealous or angry
when their relationships with Kelly ended.

On Monday Kelly’s lawyers began their
defense, calling the first two of an expected
six witnesses. The musician is not expected
to testify. The first man said he knew Kelly
on and off for some 15 years, and dis-
missed the accusations that Kelly abused
women, alluding to the musician’s “chivalry.”
An aspiring musician who was never on the
artist’s payroll, Dhanai Ramanan said he
was in Kelly’s orbit “to observe and to learn
and to become.” The second defense wit-
ness is Larry Hood, a former Chicago
police officer and childhood friend of Kelly’s
who also did security for him.—AFP

Once renowned for world-class cine-
ma, Hong Kong’s film industry was
already struggling before the latest

hurdle-Chinese mainland-style censorship
as authorities take their purge of dissent
into the cultural sphere. Filmmaker Mok
Kwan-ling’s heart sank when the email from
the government censors dropped. In June,
authorities announced all films would now
be scrutinized for “national security” breach-
es. Mok’s was the first known to have fallen
foul of these rules. For months, she had
been putting together her debut, a 27-
minute drama inspired by the many young
couples she encountered during huge
democracy protests two years ago.

It tells the story of a young woman meet-
ing her boyfriend’s parents after he is
arrested for taking part in the protests. The
boyfriend’s mother is opposed to the move-
ment, his father sympathetic. The
Cantonese title “Zap Uk” (literally “clean up
the house”) is a reference to how friends
and family would often remove any incrimi-
nating items once a loved one was arrest-
ed. But Mok said Hong Kong’s film censors
were not happy with what was submitted
and ordered her to make 14 cuts. Among
the changes they demanded was removing
a line from the father saying their son was a
first aid volunteer who was “only out there
to save the people” as well as deleting a
scene where the same character, a truck
driver, charges protesters a discounted
fare. The censors also demanded the film
be renamed and carry a warning that it
showed criminal offences. “I thought the
story was rather balanced by presenting
voices of two sides,” Mok told AFP. “It
turned out that one particular side is not
allowed to be heard.” Mok felt the cuts
would leave her film “devoid of essence
and sense” so she put it aside for now. “My
film happened to be the first but it won’t be
the last,” she warned. Hong Kong’s Film
Censorship Authority told AFP it “does not
comment on individual cases”.

Golden era dulled 
In the 1980s and 1990s, Hong Kong was

known as “The Hollywood of the Far East”,
with a cast of globally recognized stars like
Chow Yun-fat and auteurs such as Wong
Kar-wai. The golden age of Cantonese cine-
ma has long been eclipsed by the rise of
mainland Chinese and South Korean films.
But the city maintained a vibrant indie
scene, shielded by free speech protections
that allowed directors to tackle subjects that
would be untouchable on the authoritarian
mainland. Those days are now over. China
is rapidly remoulding Hong Kong in its own
image after the democracy protests, and
films are just the latest in a long list of tar-
gets. On top of the new scrutiny rules, a law
making its way through the legislature will
expand censorship to films previously given
clearance as well as tighten the punishment
for breaches.

Kiwi Chow was one of five directors who
contributed short stories for “Ten Years”.
The 2015 film painted a dystopian portrait
of what Hong Kong might look like in a
decade with Beijing stifling freedoms and
the city’s Cantonese culture. As well as
being prescient, “Ten Years” was a com-
mercial hit and won best film at the city’s
annual awards. But it is unlikely that a pro-
duction like that could now be made-or
even shown. “They are trying to clamp
down on our memory and imagination,”
Chow told AFP.

Pop star blacklisted 
Chow’s latest project “Revolution of Our

Times” is a 2.5-hour-long documentary on
the 2019 protests. Organizers secretly
added it to the Cannes Festival lineup earli-
er this summer-only once the mainland
Chinese films had been shown. But Chow
said he has given up any hope of showing
it in Hong Kong. “If it is dangerous and risky
for filmmakers to touch upon social issues...
then I could only screen it outside Hong
Kong,” Chow said.

To protect himself, he said, he has sold
the copyright and disposed of all locally
held footage. The production team, collabo-
rators and financial backers have chosen to
remain anonymous. Still, some investors
and actors have backed out of his non-polit-
ical productions and a recent screening of a
romance he made was raided by police.
Fear of angering Beijing has long fuelled
self-censorship in Hong Kong’s arts, but
mainland-style blacklisting of those who
speak out is now also happening.

Earlier this month, pro-democracy pop
star Denise Ho was forced to cancel her
concert after the venue pulled out citing
“public security” concerns just days before
her performance. But Chow predicts cen-
sorship will do little to change Hong
Kongers’ desire for a greater say in how
their city is run and smacks of weakness.
“The more that is banned in the name of
national security, the less secure the state
will be,” he said. — AFP

In this file photo Singer R Kelly appears during
a hearing at the Leighton Criminal Courthouse
in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP 

A woman looks at movie advertisements at a cinema in Hong Kong.

London Fashion Week closed with a
flourish yesterday, the first major
return to live runway shows in the

British capital in 18 months following the
coronavirus pandemic. Here are five points
that stood out from the London spring/sum-
mer 2022 collections:

Back to normal... sort of 
February’s edition was held online and

a few in-person shows took place last
September, but this time, audiences were
back with a vengeance, without social
distancing requirements or mask man-
dates. Guests, however, had to show
proof of vaccination or a negative test for
COVID-19. Some designers eager to
return to the traditional format went all
out. South Korea-born designer Rejina
Pyo took over the swimming pool at
London’s Olympic Park.

Athletes opened and closed the show
with spectacular dives in a well-choreo-
graphed routine. Turkish-British designer
Erdem Moralioglu marked 15 years in the
business by taking over the majestic British
Museum for a “love letter to London’s idio-
syncratic soul”. At the heart of his collec-
tion, inspired by the poet Edith Sitwell and
the painter Ottoline Morrell, romantic black-
and-white silhouettes dominated, with
dresses in lace and florals.

Emerging talents   
Two major brands, Burberry and

Victoria Beckham, were absent, allowing
emerging talents to take centre stage.
Among several alumni of London’s presti-
gious Central Saint Martins fashion school
was Albanian designer Nensi Dojaka, 27,
in her first solo show. She showcased
glamorous creations, some transparent,
and others in graphic detail. The Fashion
East “talent incubator” was also an oppor-
tunity to discover the stars of tomorrow,
such as Chet Lo, and his giant yellow picot
shoulder bags.

Optimism and vitality 
French designer Roland Mouret said he

wanted to reflect the changes in society
since the lifting of lockdown restrictions,
celebrating “an optimism” in the season’s
silhouettes, prints and colors. “The collec-
tion is rooted in an understanding of the
new ways (women) live their lives and how

they dress, as the world is re-emerging,”
he added. For anyone wanting to party
after spending the winter months inside,
look no further than Canadian Mark Fast’s
neon, figure-hugging outfits. Apple green
and fuchsia were a stand-out choice of col-
ors for many designers.

Back to childhood 
The return to childhood inspired several

designers, such as Britain’s Molly Goddard
and Saul Nash. Nash, 28, featured young
men gravitating to a London bus stop-a
nod to his teenage years in Hackney, in the
northeast of the British capital. The sports-
wear ace reimagined that stable of school-
boy uniforms-the short-sleeve shirt-with
breathable fabric inserts and a zip.
Goddard, known for her airy tulle dresses,
reimagined the outfits she wore as a child
in adult proportions. “I was eight months
pregnant when I started designing this col-
lection and imagined the clothes my child
would wear,” she said. “I was fixated on
smocked dresses, tracksuit bottoms and
ballet pumps.”

Ecological awareness 
The fashion and textile industry is the

third most polluting sector in the world,
accounting for some five percent of global
greenhouse emissions. Prompted by envi-
ronmental movements such as Extinction
Rebellion, many designers are changing
their practices. Rather than ordering new
materials, Canadian Edeline Lee told AFP
she used fabrics from past collections as
she worked on it during lockdown. “I felt
like it would be wrong to order fabrics for
the new collection-no one was even going
out-so we decided to use all the fabric that
was leftover in the studio,” she said, “That’s
how I ended up with 53 colors.”

Osman Yousefzada used TENCEL
Luxe, a thread made from sustainably
sourced wood pulp, as an alternative to
silk. At the British Library, Phoebe English,
whose collections are made entirely in
England, also presented works made with
recovered textiles and using natural dyes.
“Now we think very differently about what
we use to make the clothes that we make.
And we do that because of the huge envi-
ronmental cost that the fashion industry
has,” she said. — AFP

In this file photo Harvey Weinstein arrives at a
Manhattan court house for the second day of
his trial in New York City. — AFP 

Film director Kiwi Chow poses for a photo in
the Kowloon district in Hong Kong. 
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