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EU actively involved in efforts 
to advance peace in Middle East

KUWAIT: The European Union’s Ambassador to 
Kuwait and Qatar Cristian Tudor spoke in an 
interview with Kuwait Times on an array of topics 
highlighting the EU’s role in promoting peace 
around the world, with a special focus on the 
Middle East. The following are excerpts from the 
interview, which was conducted on the occasion 
of the ‘International Day of Peace’. 
 
Question: Why is the EU referred to as the 
most important peace project in the world?  

Tudor: The preservation of peace is the very 
reason the European Union was born in 1950, 
after the devastation of two world wars. Since 
then, the EU has maintained peace for over 70 
years. This brought prosperity, stability and better 
living standards for EU citizens.  

The EU has played an important role in trans-
forming Europe from a continent of war to a 
continent of peace and prosperity. The ability of 
the EU to bring peace and stability make the EU 
an attractive project for more European coun-
tries to join. What started as a project of six 
countries is  now a union of 27 EU member 
states. The EU was awarded the ‘Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2012’ in recognition of the EU’s efforts 
to advance the causes of peace, reconciliation, 
democracy, and human r ights -  not only in 

Europe, but also across the globe.  
 
Question: How is the EU promoting peace in 
the world?  

Tudor: The EU is a global player, working with 
the international community to promote global 
peace and security, and defend fundamental rights 

and international law. Our commitment to peace is 
also reflected in our active role in promoting multi-
lateralism and rules-based order at the world level, 
for instance in the framework of the UN system. 
The EU has been and will continue to be the best 
ally of multilateralism and its institutions, because 
the world we live in is interconnected and we need 
to shape global responses to global challenges. 

The EU aims to integrate the pursuit of peace 

in its external actions in areas such as trade, 
development, enlargement and neighborhood 
policies, its common foreign and security policy, 
and political and diplomatic relations with third 
countries and multilateral institutions. The EU has 
established a reputation as a soft power organiza-
tion guided by a normative vision and as an effec-
tive actor for peace and democracy. 

The EU is a unique actor in integrating civilian 
and military means to advance peace worldwide. 
The EU have various initiatives in the security 
field in the MENA and Gulf region in particular. 
The EU currently has 17 civilian and military mis-
sions and operations in countries outside the EU, 
including those in the Middle East.  
 
Question: What is the EU doing to promote 
peace in the region?  

Tudor: The EU is actively involved in efforts to 
advance peace and stability in the Middle East by 
using a variety of civilian and military instruments. 
When it comes to civilian means the EU and its 
member states are for instance leading donors of 
international aid to the Palestinians and those 
affected by the conflict in Syria.  

Another example of the EU efforts to promote 
peace in the region is the European Union Naval 
Force Mediterranean operation. This is EU 

Common Security 
and Defense Policy 
Operation in the 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
focused on the 
implementation of 
the United Nation 
arms embargo on 
Libya.  

EU contributes 
also to stability of 
Iraq, where it has 
an EU Advisory 
Mission that 
advises the Iraqi 
authorities on their 
implementation of civilian security sector reform. 

The EU has a Special Representative for the 
Middle East Peace Process whose mandate is to 
provide an active contribution to the final settle-
ment of the Middle East conflict. 

The EU and Kuwait share a common interest in 
bringing more stability to the region through 
peaceful means. The EU has been fully supporting 
Kuwait’s mediation efforts with regard to the Gulf 
rift that brought the dispute to the end. Peace 
should be not taken for granted and we all should 
work towards this common goal.
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Marzouq assured prices of tickets to the new 

facilities will be affordable for everyone. “We are 
not only focusing on making profits, but we also aim 
to provide the people of Kuwait with new modern 
leisure and entertainment activities. We have 
already started executing some of the projects that 
will be completed a few months from now,” he 
pointed out.   

The new projects will positively contribute to 
Kuwait’s socioeconomic development through 

human capital development, job creation and grow-
ing tourism demand. They will be developed around 
a financially sustainable business model following 
rigorous planning and financial viability studies. 

The new strategy is centered around a new peo-
ple- and customer-centric approach as the company 
seeks to strengthen collaboration and stakeholder 
engagement to foster win-win partnerships, change 
perceptions and rebuild trust. Guided by a perform-
ance-driven culture, TEC unveiled its new values of 
pride, people centricity, inclusiveness, innovation, 
creativity and respect for the local culture. 

TEC currently operates the following 13 facilities: 
Kuwait Towers, Khairan Resort, Messilah Beach, 
Egaila Beach, the seafront, Shaab Sea Club, Ras Al-
Ardh Sea Club, Yacht Club, Fahaheel Sea Club, 
Green Island, Touristic Park, Swimming Pool 
Complex and Cable Park. 

TEC unveils new 
strategy to boost...
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American people and whenever possible in part-

nership with our allies,” Biden said from the UN 
rostrum where previous US presidents, notably 
including George W Bush, have pushed for military 
action. 

Opening the General Assembly, Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres warned of growing divi-
sions between the United States and China and 
urged dialogue. “I fear our world is creeping 
towards two different sets of economic, trade, 
financial and technology rules, two divergent 
approaches in the development of artificial intelli-
gence - and ultimately two different military and 
geopolitical strategies,” Guterres said. “This is a 
recipe for trouble. It would be far less predictable 
than the Cold War.” 

The UN General Assembly is meeting in person 
for the first time in two years but at limited capacity 
and with pandemic precautions. The measures 
include replacing the microphone after each speak-
er - likely welcome news for the 78-year-old Biden 
who spoke after Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, 
who defied guidance only to attend if vaccinated. 
Biden has called a virtual summit today on defeating 
the pandemic and teased that he will announce 
“additional commitments.” 

“We seek to advance the fight against COVID-19 
and hold ourselves accountable around specific tar-

gets on three key challenges: saving lives now, vac-
cinating the world, and building back better,” Biden 
said. He also said Washington would double financ-
ing on climate change - a key element in reaching 
an ambitious new accord in November at a UN 
conference in Glasgow as temperatures and severe 
weather rise dangerously. The United Nations says 
there is a $20 billion shortfall in the $100 billion 
fund that developed countries promised to mobilize 
annually from 2020-2025 for helping poorer nations 
adapt to climate change. 

Biden will end a busy diplomatic week with an 
unprecedented four-way summit at the White 
House with the leaders of Australia, India and Japan 
- the so-called “Quad” widely seen as a united front 
against China. But Biden’s efforts to shore up 
alliances have faced one sudden and strong hurdle: 
France. Paris recalled its ambassador to Washington 
in fury after Australia canceled a multibillion-dollar 
contract for French conventional submarines in 
favor of US nuclear versions as part of a new 
alliance announced with Washington and London. 

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian has 
said he will not meet one-on-one in New York with 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, and has 
described Biden’s diplomatic style as “brutality”. 
The White House appears confident it can calm the 
spat, with Biden set to speak by telephone to 
French President Emmanuel Macron, who is not 
attending UNGA due to COVID precautions. 

But German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, who 
openly rejoiced in Biden’s defeat of Donald Trump, 
voiced solidarity with France and called the subma-
rine decision “disappointing”. “I was never under 
any illusion that we wouldn’t have problems with the 
new American president,” he told reporters. — AFP 

Biden says US not  
seeking ‘Cold War’...
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Greeting constituents in the metro after elec-

tion day has become a tradition for Trudeau, 
something he did after his first victory in 2015 and 
then in 2019. “I am very happy with the way he 
managed COVID,” said Giugetta Iovino. She 
added that she is “happy to know that it is he who 
will get us out of there.” 

But Omar Bencheikh, a 24-year-old immigrant 
from Morocco, is disappointed and believes the new 
government won’t last more than two years. “For 
me, the Liberals have not succeeded in their bet 
because Canada is divided,” he said. In his victory 
speech Monday night, Trudeau promised to lead 
Canadians “into the brighter days ahead”. While 
thanking his supporters, he also vowed to work for 
all Canadians. “Because no matter how you voted ... 
I hear you, I hear you when you say we can only 
move forward if no one is left behind,” he said. 

Trudeau called the snap polls last month, hoping 
to parlay a smooth COVID-19 vaccine rollout - 
among the best in the world - into a new mandate 
to steer the nation’s pandemic exit and pass his 
agenda without opposition support. After a bumpy 
five weeks of campaigning, the one-time golden boy 
of Canadian politics was able to cling on to power - 
but emerged weakened. 

The Liberals have won or were leading in 158 
seats, far short of the 170 needed for a majority, 
while the opposition Conservatives were heading 
for 119, according to preliminary results from 
Elections Canada, with the new parliament set to 
look little different to the outgoing one. 

At 49, Trudeau had faced tougher political bouts 
and still came out unscathed. After six years in pow-
er, however, his administration is showing signs of 
fatigue, and it was an uphill battle for him to con-
vince Canadians to stick with his Liberals after 
falling short of high expectations set in his 2015 
landslide win. 

Entering the final stretch of the contest, Liberals 
and Conservatives - the two main political parties 
that have ruled Canada since its 1867 confederation 
- were virtually tied, with about 31 percent support 
each in public opinion polls, and four smaller fac-

tions nipping at their heels. Pollster Tim Powers pre-
dicted a Liberal minority win. “But is that a win for 
him?” he said, noting that Trudeau had hoped for 
more than just a plurality of seats. 

“In the end, this election was ultimately for noth-
ing,” University of Winnipeg politics professor Felix 
Mathieu told AFP, pointing to the projected seat 
count for each party as being similar to the split in 
the last parliament, with most incumbents re-elected.  

In a concession speech, Conservative leader Erin 
O’Toole, 48, recalled Trudeau having pulled the plug 
on the last minority parliament he said was 
“unworkable”. “But tonight Canadians did not give 
Mr Trudeau the majority mandate he wanted,” he 
said. “In fact, Canadians sent him back with another 
minority at the cost of 600 million dollars (US$470 
million) and deeper divisions in our great country.” 

Meanwhile, in Vancouver New Democratic Party 
leader Jagmeet Singh congratulated Trudeau and 
vowed to keep fighting on climate change and a 
range of social issues. “I want you to know our fight 
for you will continue,” said Singh, whose party is 
looking at 25 seats. 

The campaign saw the contenders spar over cli-
mate actions, indigenous reconciliation, affordable 
housing, mandatory COVID-19 inoculations and 
vaccine passports. At rallies, Trudeau was dogged 
by what he described as “anti-vaxxer mobs”, 
including one that threw stones at him. O’Toole, 
meanwhile, was knocked for his backing of Alberta 
and two other Tory-led provinces’ loosening of 
public health restrictions too soon, with Covid out-
breaks now forcing their overwhelmed hospitals to 
fly patients across Canada for care. 

He also fumbled over gun control and was 
warned by Beijing, according to Chinese state 
media, that his proposed hard line on China - 
Canada’s second-largest trading partner, with 
whom relations have soured over its detention of 
two Canadians - would “invite counterstrikes”. 
Overall, commented Max Cameron, a politics pro-
fessor at the University of British Columbia, “this 
hasn’t been a polarizing election. There’s actually a 
lot of clustering around the middle.” 

O’Toole, a relative unknown who became Tory 
leader only last year, had tracked his party to the 
political center, forcing the Liberals to compete for 
votes on the left with the New Democrats and 
Greens, as well as the separatist Bloc Quebecois. 
The Conservatives, however, also saw their support 
clawed by former foreign minister Maxime Bernier’s 
far-right People’s Party. — AFP 
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“The army regained control over the sites that 

perpetrators sought to seize,” it said. “Searches and 
investigations are still ongoing for others involved.”  

Sudan’s army commander and head of the sov-
ereign council Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan visited the 
military camp in south Khartoum where the coup 
attempt reportedly began. “Had it succeeded, the 
attempt could have had devastating consequences 
on the unity of the army, security forces, and the 
country,” he said. State television had aired patri-
otic songs and urged people to “confront” the 
coup attempt. 

In Khartoum, traffic flowed smoothly, including 
around the army headquarters, where protesters 
staged a months-long sit-in that eventually led to 
Bashir’s overthrow in a palace coup by the army in 
2019. Anti-coup demonstrations broke out in several 
cities. At Port Sudan in the east, protesters raised 
Sudanese flags and chanted “No to military rule” and 
“No to coup”, eyewitness Mohamed Hassan said. 
Students took to the streets and shouted similar slo-
gans in the eastern city of Gedaref, another eyewit-
ness, Amal Hussein, told AFP. 

Britain, Norway and the US voiced “strong sup-
port” for Sudan’s government. “The Troika... rejects 
any attempts to derail or disrupt the Sudanese peo-
ple’s efforts to establish a democratic, peaceful, and 
prosperous future,” they said in a statement. The UN 

condemned any attempt “to undermine the demo-
cratic political transition”. 

Sudan has had a long history of coups, including 
since Bashir’s ouster, but those were small scale and 
immediately foiled. Officials have often blamed them 
Bashir’s Islamist supporters of being behind them. 
Bashir, a one-time general, came to power on the 
back of an Islamist-backed military coup in 1989. 
Since his ouster, the ex-president has been jailed in 
Khartoum awaiting trial over the coup that brought 
him to power. 

He is also wanted by the International Criminal 
Court on charges of war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and genocide for his prosecution of a dead-
ly scorched-earth campaign against ethnic minority 
rebels in Darfur. During a visit to Khartoum last 
month, ICC prosecutor Karim Khan signed a cooper-
ation deal with the transitional authorities that marked 
another step towards Bashir facing trial in The Hague. 

In an address to troops yesterday, powerful para-
military commander Mohamed Hamdan Daglo said: 
“We will not allow a coup to take place. “We want 
real democratic transition through free and fair elec-
tions, not like in the past,” said the commander, 
widely known as Hemeti. Under an Aug 2019 power-
sharing deal, Sudan is ruled by a transitional govern-
ment composed of both civilian and military repre-
sentatives, and tasked with overseeing a return to 
full civilian rule. 

The deal originally provided for the formation of a 
legislative assembly during a three-year transition, 
but that period was reset when Sudan signed the 
peace deal with rebel groups last October. Sudan 
remains plagued by chronic economic problems as 
well as deep divisions among the various factions 
steering the transition. — AFP 

Sudan foils coup  
attempt linked...
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The US embassy in Cairo as well as the 

European Union’s delegation and the Arab League 
offered their condolences, along with Gulf allies 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. 

Tantawi was laid to rest later in a military funeral 
led by Sisi and attended by top military brass, min-
isters and Coptic Christian Pope Tawadros II. 
Soldiers marched carrying commemorative floral 
wreaths at the ceremony as a 21-gun salute sound-
ed and a band played nationalistic songs. Like all 
Egyptian leaders from the overthrow of the monar-
chy in 1952 to the 2012 election of Morsi, Tantawi 
came from the ranks of the military. 

Born in 1935, and of Nubian origin, Tantawi 
began his career as an infantryman in 1956. He 
served during the 1956 Suez Crisis, and in the 1967 
and 1973 Middle East wars against the Zionist enti-
ty. After taking charge of the country, his ruling 
council quickly said Egypt would stay “committed” 
to its regional and international treaties, implicitly 
confirming its landmark 1979 peace treaty with the 
Zionist entity would remain intact. 

He served as Egypt’s minister of defense and mil-

itary production for 21 years and became the army 
chief in 1995. Despite being a close associate of 
Mubarak, Tantawi relented to public pressure and 
put the ex-president on trial on charges of inciting 
the killing of hundreds of protesters during the 2011 
uprising. Tantawi was often perceived as a possible 
presidential candidate after Mubarak’s ouster, but 
his age, public opinion at the time and his reported 
ill health counted against him. 

A March 2008 US diplomatic cable published on 
activist website WikiLeaks described Tantawi as 
“charming and courtly” but also “aged and change-
resistant”. “He and Mubarak are focused on regime 
stability and maintaining the status quo through the 
end of their time,” the cable warned. The army was 
widely praised for allowing anti-Mubarak protests 
during the uprising, and the junta vowed to pave the 
way “to an elected civil authority to build a free 
democratic state”. 

But the joy of millions of demonstrators soon 
turned into anger, accusing the military of dragging 
its feet in launching democratic reforms. Morsi, less 
than two months after his election as Egypt’s leader 
in June 2012, sacked Tantawi and, fatefully, replaced 
him with then military intelligence chief, Sisi. Sisi 
went on to topple Morsi after street protests 
against the Islamist’s single year of divisive rule, and 
himself became president in 2014. After his sacking, 
Tantawi largely kept a low profile, although he was 
seen attending the inauguration of the “new Suez 
Canal” in 2015. — AFP 

Egypt ex-junta 
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