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Ravens Jackson outduels Mahomes in NFL Sunday

BALTIMORE: Lamar Jackson #8 of the Baltimore Ravens runs with the ball during the fourth quarter against the Kansas City Chiefs at M&T Bank Stadium on Sunday in Baltimore, Maryland. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Lamar Jackson rushed for 107 
yards and two touchdowns as the Baltimore Ravens 
edged Patrick Mahomes’ Kansas City Chiefs 36-35 
in a clash of former league MVPs. Jackson overcame 
two first quarter interceptions with a dynamic sec-
ond half performance to get the better of Mahomes 
for the first time in four meetings since 2018. 

The Ravens also rebounded from a frustrating 
season-opening loss to the Las Vegas Raiders in 
Nevada last Monday. The 2019 MVP Jackson fum-
bled late in the game to give the Raiders the chance 
to snatch victory in overtime. 

Jackson started Sunday the way he left off in the 
opener with a pair of first half mistakes that led to 
interceptions against the Chiefs. But he recovered and 
was able to improvise with a patchwork offense that 
is still trying to cope with the loss of three running 
backs to injuries prior to the season start. “My team 
had my back the whole time,” said Jackson. “It was a 
team effort. We lost the first week on Monday night 
but everybody stayed focused. It was a hard game.” 

A late fumble by the Chiefs’ Clyde Edwards-

Helaire enabled Jackson to seal the win with a 
fourth-down quarterback sneak for a first down 
which allowed them to run out the clock. “The coach 
asked me if we should we go for it. I said we got to 
go for it. I just wanted to put points on the board,” 
Jackson said. 

Jackson also threw for 
239 yards, rallying 
Baltimore from an 11-point 
deficit. Mahomes passed 
for 343 yards and three 
touchdowns, but threw the 
first September intercep-
tion of his career. 

Elsewhere, Tom Brady 
tossed five touchdown 
passes and Mike Edwards returned two fourth quar-
ter interceptions for scores as the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers defeated the Atlanta Falcons 48-25. “I 
certainly wish I had made a few better throws,” 
Brady said. “But it’s good to get the win. 2-0. There’s 
a lot to build on.” 

The seven-time Super Bowl winner Brady com-
pleted 24 of 36 passes for 276 yards Sunday and has 
thrown for nine TDs in the first two contests. Ten dif-
ferent receivers have caught at least one pass this 
season, with Mike Evans grabbing five for 75 yards 

against the Falcons. 
Brady out-dueled 

Falcons quarterback Matt 
Ryan, who finished 35 of 
46 for 300 yards and two 
scores, but also tossed 
three interceptions in 
front of a crowd of 
63,600 at Tampa, Florida. 
Falcons receiver Calvin 
Ridley caught seven 

passes for 63 yards and a touchdown. 
Tampa Bay pulled away in the fourth quarter 

when Brady threw a 12-yard touchdown to Chris 
Godwin with just over nine minutes remaining. 
Edwards intercepted Matt Ryan less than 90 sec-
onds later and took it 31 yards into the end zone to 

make it 41-25. Edwards sealed the outcome with 
just over four minutes left with a 15-yard intercep-
tion return. 

In Pittsburgh, Derek Carr threw for 382 yards 
and two touchdowns as Las Vegas beat the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 26-17. Carr completed 28 of 37 
passes, including a pair of clutch completions in 
the fourth quarter, as the Raiders improved to 2-0 
on the season. 

In Los Angeles, kicker Greg Zuerlein drilled a 56-
yard field goal with no time remaining to lift the 
Dallas Cowboys over the Los Angeles Chargers 20-
17 at SoFi Stadium. The Cowboys running game 
racked up a total of 198 yards. Tony Pollard led with 
109 yards and a touchdown on 13 carries. 

Quarterback Dak Prescott finished 23-of-27 
passing for 237 yards, and an interception. CeeDee 
Lamb led the Cowboys with eight receptions for 81 
yards. Also, Randy Bullock kicked four field goals, 
including a 36-yarder with 4:50 remaining in over-
time, as the Tennessee Titans rallied to defeat the 
Seattle Seahawks 33-30. — AFP

Brady throws five TDs for Buccaneers; Raiders overcome Steelers to improve to 2-0 

Cowboys beat 
Chargers; Titans 
defeat Seahawks

MANILA: Manny Pacquiao is idolized by many 
in the Philippines both for his punching power 
and rise from poverty to the peak of world box-
ing. But his support of a deadly war on drugs and 
homophobic views have drawn plenty of detrac-
tors. 

Known in the Asian archipelago as “The 
National Fist”, Pacquiao has parlayed sporting 
success into the political ring, and now has his 
sights set on a high-stakes rumble for the presi-
dency. Pacquiao declared Sunday he will run for 
the top job in the 2022 elections, vowing to tackle 
poverty and corruption as he seeks to win over 
voters with his rags-to-riches story. 

“I feel what you’re all feeling, I know the suf-
fering that you have experienced, and I know that 
you are all tired,” said Pacquiao after accepting 
the nomination of a rival faction in President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s ruling party. After two terms as 
a congressman and one as a senator, Pacquiao’s 
ambition is not unrealistic in a country famed for 
its celebrity-obsessed politics. But victory is far 
from assured. 

Fans see Pacquiao, an eight-division world 
champion, as living proof that success is possible 
for anyone who works hard, no matter their ori-
gins. But critics accuse the high-school dropout 
of lacking intellect and being a frequent no-show 
in the senate, raising questions about his ability 
to run the country of 110 million people. 

Less than a year out from the elect ions, 

Pacquiao has risked political capital in a public 
stoush with Duterte, who rivals the boxer for the 
affections of many Filipinos and previously men-
tioned him as a possible successor. 

He has also stirred controversy by backing 
Duterte’s deadly drug war, which rights groups 
say has killed tens of thousands of mostly poor 
men and sparked an invest igat ion by the 
International Criminal Court. 

A fervent evangelical Christian, Pacquiao has 
publicly opposed divorce, abortion and contra-
ceptives, and has compared gay couples to ani-
mals — a slur that cost him a sponsorship deal 
with sportswear giant Nike. “His popularity as a 
boxer will not 100 percent translate to his popu-
larity as a politician,” Ted Lerner, a US-born 
sports journalist in the Philippines, told AFP. 

 
Fame, power and wealth 

Pacquiao dropped out of high school at 14, 
sold doughnuts on the roadside and became a 
grocery stacker to help his mother support two 
younger siblings. Within a few years, the diminu-
tive southpaw was a pro boxer. 

In the ring, he is a volume power puncher who 
uses lightning footwork to create angles with 
which to deliver flurries, the likes of which have 
felled Oscar de la Hoya, Ricky Hatton, Miguel 
Cotto, Erik Morales and Marco Antonio Barrera. 

But age may be catching up to him. In what 
could be his last professional fight, the 42-year-
old lost against Cuban Yordenis Ugas in Las 
Vegas last month — the eighth defeat of a glitter-
ing career spanning more than two decades. 

The sport bought him fame, power, influence 
and wealth, and with it, the vices: Booze, gam-
bling, cockfighting and romantic links to beauti-
ful film stars that at one point nearly wrecked 
his marriage. But in 2012 Pacquiao, now a father 

of five, found religion and left his playboy-
lifestyle behind. 

Pacquiao has also served as a celebrity 
endorser for products ranging from appliances to 
pizza and cars, hosted TV shows, starred in 
movies and had an improbable stint as a profes-
sional basketball player and coach. He launched a 

professional basketball league in 2017 and found-
ed his own cryptocurrency, the “PAC Token”. 

Known for his generosity and common touch, 
he has given away huge amounts of money to 
friends, supporters and the poor. He is known for 
accommodating his fans, letting them watch his 
training sessions.  — AFP 

Pacquiao: King of 
the ring rumbles for 
Philippine presidency

MANILA: This file photo taken on January 24, 2019 shows Philippine boxing icon Manny Pacquiao during 
a press conference shortly after arriving at the international airport in Manila, days after defeating US 
boxer Adrien Broner in Las Vegas. — AFP


