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Kuntz feels at
home as he signs
Turkey deal
ISTANBUL: Stefan Kuntz feels like he is “coming
home” after signing a three-year contract as
Turkey’s national coach with the aim to guide them
to their first World Cup finals in 20 years. The 58-
year-old former German international striker scored
nine goals playing for Istanbul-based side Besiktas
in 1995/96.

Kuntz, who has established his coaching reputa-
tion on the back of coaching Germany to two
European Under-21 titles (2017/21), looked back on
those days with longing while formally signing his
contract to replace Senol Gunes as Turkey’s new
head coach. “It’s like coming home. It was an unbe-
lievable one year in Besiktas,” Kuntz told reporters
at the signing ceremony in Istanbul. “My wife even
still tells me we made a mistake, that we left Turkey
too early.”

No financial terms of the deal were disclosed.
The football federation decided to part ways with
Gunes after Turkey got thumped by the
Netherlands 6-1 in a 2022 World Cup qualifier earli-
er this month — one of the worst losses in their his-
tory. Turkey are sitting third behind the Netherlands
and Norway in World Cup qualifying Group F. This
leaves them in danger of failing to qualify for a fifth

successive World Cup finals.
Their last appearance in 2002 saw them stun pun-

dits by storming into the semi-finals and ultimately
finish in third place. “Hopefully, we can play once
again in a World Cup finals after 20 years.” said
Turkish Football Federation president Nihat Ozdemir.

The football-mad nation held out high hopes for
the 69-year-old Gunes — who guided Turkey to
the 2002 World Cup semi-finals — when he took
charge of the team again in 2019. Turkey appeared
to have a good mix of veterans and young talent
that performed admirably in qualifiers for the pan-

demic-delayed Euro 2020.
But they lost all three matches in the tournament

while conceding eight goals and scoring just once.
They followed that up with a lackluster draw against
Montenegro and a 3-0 victory against lowly
Gibraltar before being humiliated by the Dutch.

Kuntz said his immediate task was getting the
team ready for their crunch match against Norway
on October 8 in Istanbul. “I am full of positive ener-
gy because I know the potential of Turkish players,”
he said. “We are full of self-confidence that we will
celebrate future successes.” —AFP

CAF Champions League
drama as South African,
Eswatini clubs survive
JOHANNESBURG: AmaZulu of South Africa
staged a great comeback and Royal Leopard of
Eswatini pulled off a shock overall victory in CAF
Champions League preliminary round second
legs this weekend. Staring at elimination after a
surprise 1-0 first-leg loss at home to Nyasa Big
Bullets of Malawi last weekend, Durban-based
AmaZulu rediscovered their scoring touch to win
3-1 away and march on.

A 3-2 aggregate victory earned the
Champions League debutants a challenging
round-of-32 clash in October against TP
Mazembe, the Democratic Republic of Congo
outfit who have won the competition five times.

AmaZulu coach Benni McCarthy, a 2004
UEFA Champions League winner as a player with
Jose Mourinho-managed Porto, took his squad to
Malawi against a gloomy backdrop. The shock
2021 South African Premiership runners-up to
Mamelodi Sundowns, after years of battling rele-
gation, had scored just once in five outings in all
competitions since the new season began.

McCarthy had also come under fire for calling
Malawi a “jungle” and saying he had “never heard
of Bullets”, despite the club making six previous
appearances in the elite African competition.
While McCarthy kept a low profile from the
moment he set foot in the central African country,
his team did the talking on the pitch in Lilongwe.
Recalled Bongi Ntuli converted a fourth-minute
penalty and scored again after 11 minutes to give
AmaZulu a two-goal lead on the day and an
aggregate advantage.

Rattled Bullets scored three minutes into the
second half through Henry Kabichi only for
Siphelele Mthembu to restore the two-goal sec-
ond-leg lead of the South African side soon after
and seal survival.

Meanwhile, Leopard fell 2-1 away to 2016
semi-finalists Zesco United of Zambia in Ndola,
but secured a place in the second and final quali-
fying round on away goals having won 1-0 at
home. Zesco scored first, through Zimbabwean
Tafadzwa Rusike on 30 minutes, only to be
rocked by an Andy Magagula equaliser just five
minutes later. —AFP

PARIS: FIFA has invited football’s national federa-
tions to an online summit on September 30 to dis-
cuss the international calendar, in its push to hold
the World Cup every two years instead of four.
World football’s governing body wants to launch a
“new consultation phase” for the international
women’s and men’s calendar, set to expire at the end
of 2023 and 2024 respectively.

“There is a broad consensus within the game
that the international match calendar should be
reformed and improved,” FIFA said in a statement
yesterday. “Following invitations to stakeholders,
including all confederations, at the beginning of
September, discussions
are being organized in the
coming weeks. FIFA also
invited its member asso-
ciations to a first online
summit on 30 September
2021. This is one of sever-
al opportunities to estab-
lish a constructive and
open debate, at a global
and regional level, over
the coming months.”

The controversial pro-
posal for a biennial World Cup was revived in
March by former Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger,
now head of global football development at FIFA.
The idea would be to have an international tourna-

ment each year from 2025-2026, alternating World
Cups and continental tournaments like the
European Championship and Copa America.

UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin is fiercely
opposed to the proposal and threatened that
European nations would boycott a biennial World
Cup. South American confederation CONMEBOL
said the project had “no sporting justification”. FIFA
president Gianni Infantino has promised decisions
on staging a World Cup every two years would be
made by the end of the year.

Last week FIFA published an online poll that
claimed a majority of football fans support the idea

of a “more frequent” World
Cup. The results of the sur-
vey came in stark contrast
to the opposition of numer-
ous national supporters
groups worldwide.

Global players’ union
FIFPro has denounced “the
absence of a real dialogue”
on the subject, pointing out
the “natural physiological
limits” of footballers.
“Without the agreement of

the players, who bring all competitions to life on the
pitch, no such reforms will have the required legiti-
macy,” said FIFPro general secretary Jonas Baer-
Hoffmann. —AFP

European, South American federations fiercely oppose proposal

FIFA to consult football leaders
on international calendar

EAST RUTHERFORD: New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft (left) and FIFA President Gianni Infantino
talk on the field prior to the game between the New England Patriots and the New York Jets at MetLife
Stadium on Sunday in East Rutherford, New Jersey. —AFP

FIFA poll
shows fans

‘support idea’

ISTANBUL: Turkey national football team’s newly appointed German head coach Stefan Kuntz (right),
flanked by Turkish football federation president Nihat Ozdemir, signs his three-year contract during a
ceremony at Turkish Football Federation Riva Facilities in Istanbul, yesterday. —AFP

Stunning comeback
by Mauritanian
club Concorde
JOHANNESBURG: Concorde of Mauritania staged
one of the great African club competition comebacks
by walloping ASC Kara of Togo 4-0 on Sunday to
squeeze into the second CAF Confederation Cup
qualifying round.

The team from the largely desert country in the north
west of the continent entered the second leg of the pre-
liminary round tie trailing 3-0 from the first encounter in
Lome last weekend. But a stunning recovery was com-

pleted five minutes into stoppage time in Nouakchott
when Idrissa Thiam scored a fourth unanswered goal for
Concorde to pull off a dramatic 4-3 aggregate triumph.

Demini Habib had put Concorde ahead seven min-
utes into the second leg and Saidou Barry scored a sec-
ond goal for the Mauritanians nine minutes after half-
time. Bilal Maouloud netted seven minutes from time to
increase the lead to three goals and bring the clubs level
on aggregate in the African equivalent of the UEFA
Europa League.

With a penalty shootout looming, Thiam struck and
Concorde advanced to a round-of-32 date with JS
Saoura of Algeria during October. Concorde are making
a third Confederation Cup appearance and hoping to
progress beyond the first round proper for the first time.
The greatest comeback in a CAF club competition was
staged by Simba of Tanzania in 1979 when they won 5-
0 away to Mufulira Wanderers of Zambia in the African

Cup of Champions Clubs after losing 4-0 at home.
Cash-strapped Mali second-tier club Binga travelled

an estimated 1,500 kilometers (930 miles) by road to
fulfil a return match with Monrovia Club Breweries in
Liberia, and triumphed 2-0. Having built a 3-0 first-leg
lead, the lower-league outfit advanced 5-0 overall and
will face ASFA Yennenga of Burkina Faso next month.
Another second division side to progress were Bayelsa
United of Nigeria, who defeated Ashanti Golden Boys
Siguiri of Guinea 4-2 in a tie reduced to one match
because of the recent Conakry coup.

Okardi Inikurogha starred for the Nigerians, scoring
in each half, and the other Bayelsa goals came from
Favour Martins and Emo James in Yenagoa, while
Moussa Keita netted twice for the visitors. The next
opponents for Bayelsa will be CS Sfaxien, the Tunisian
club who have won the Confederation Cup a record
three times. —AFP


