
PARIS: Lionel Messi had a lively home debut for
Paris Saint-Germain but it was his compatriot Mauro
Icardi who scored a dramatic stoppage-time winner
as the Ligue 1 leaders edged Lyon 2-1 on Sunday.
Messi outshone his team-mates in PSG’s all-star
attack for much of the game at the Parc des Princes
but he had been — slightly controversially — taken
off by the time substitute Icardi headed in a cross
from the left to secure the win.

The excellent Lucas Paqueta gave Lyon the lead in
the 54th minute, before Neymar won and then convert-
ed from the spot midway through the second half of an
absorbing contest at the Parc des Princes. “We
deserved our victory, even if it was in the last second,”
insisted PSG coach Mauricio Pochettino.

However, the fact this was a contest might surprise
many who expect PSG to run away with the Ligue 1 title
this season and perhaps even go all the way in the
Champions League. Nevertheless, they were disap-
pointing in drawing 1-1 with Club Brugge in Belgium in
midweek in Messi’s first start for the club and they were
given a run for their money by Peter Bosz’s Lyon.

Yet Icardi — in many ways the forgotten man of the
PSG attack — allowed his side to make it six wins from
six in Ligue 1 this season and they are now five points

clear at the top from Marseille. That gap will surely
widen as the weeks go by. Lyon, for all their good inten-
tions here, are already 10 points behind the leaders in
ninth place. “It was a cruel defeat,” said coach Peter
Bosz. “We made a real match of it and showed we were
not afraid of losing.”

Not Messi’s night
Three games into his Paris career Messi is still look-

ing for his first goal, but he was unfortunate not to find
the net in the first half when everything PSG did went
through the six-time Ballon d’Or winner. Neymar, Kylian
Mbappe and Angel di Maria were all on the field too but
— unfortunately for such a superstar attack — there is
only one ball and it seemed to be drawn to Messi’s feet.

He was set up by Mbappe for a shot that was saved
by Anthony Lopes in the 17th minute. Then he combined
with Neymar for another effort that was turned behind,
and soon after the Argentine cracked a free-kick from
almost 30 meters off the junction of bar and post.

It was Lyon who went ahead in the 54th minute with
a goal they had occasionally been threatening as Karl
Toko-Ekambi delivered a low ball from the left and
Paqueta swept a first-time shot low into the net at
Gianluigi Donnarumma’s near post.

Neymar spot on
PSG were back level in the 66th minute as Neymar

went down in the box under a challenge from Malo
Gusto. It could as easily have been a free-kick the other
way, but a penalty was given and the Brazilian sent the
goalkeeper the wrong way.

Messi remains short of full fitness and as he faded
from the game he was taken off and replaced by Achraf
Hakimi 14 minutes from time. He appeared to reject
Pochettino’s hand as he walked past, but without him

PSG got the winner as Mbappe’s superb cross from the
left was headed in by Icardi. “We are here to make
decisions. Sometimes people will be happy with them,
sometimes they won’t be,” Pochettino said of the substi-
tution.

PSG are back in league action at Metz tomorrow and
host Montpellier next weekend before entertaining
Manchester City in the Champions League on
September 28. Marseille continued their unbeaten start

as Bamba Dieng and Amine Harit netted in a 2-0 win
over Rennes at the Velodrome.

Dieng, the 21-year-old forward from Senegal, has
now scored three goals in the last two games for
Marseille, who are emerging as the most likely team to
give PSG a run for their money this season. Elsewhere,
Wissam Ben Yedder’s spot-kick secured Monaco a 2-2
draw in the Cote d’Azur derby at Nice, who saw Amine
Gouiri miss a late penalty. — AFP
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Icardi grabs late winner for PSG vs
Lyon as Messi makes home bow

Messi still 
looking for 

first goal

Messi dominates before ‘controversial’ substitution 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s forward Lionel Messi (left) leaves the pitch after chatting with PSG’s head coach
Mauricio Pochettino during their team’s French L1 football match against Lyon at The Parc des Princes Stadium in
Paris on Sunday. — AFP

News in brief
Wolfsburg held at home

BERLIN: Wolfsburg lost their 100 percent record
Sunday, missing the chance to regain top spot in the
Bundesliga as their 1-1 home draw against Eintracht
Frankfurt meant defending champions Bayern Munich
finish the weekend first in the table on goal difference.
After winning their four previous league games,
Wolfsburg’s draw leaves them level on 13 points, but
second on goal difference behind Bayern, who
thrashed Bochum 7-0 on Saturday. — AFP

Pele getting better

SAO PAULO: Brazilian football legend Pele said
Sunday he is “punching the air” to celebrate “every
better day” after the 80-year-old suffered his latest
health scare. “As you can see, I’m punching the air in
celebration of every better day,” Pele wrote on
Instagram beside a photograph of him sitting in a
hospital chair, watched over by two medical staff.
The three-time World Cup winner was Friday briefly
transferred back to an intensive care unit at the
Albert Einstein Hospital in Sao Paulo, where he
underwent surgery earlier this month, after suffering
breathing difficulties. “A good mood is the best med-
icine and I have plenty of that. It couldn’t be differ-
ent,” he added Sunday. His condition had been
described as stable. — AFP

Gulf Cup pushed to 2023

KUWAIT: The 25th Arabian Gulf Cup in Basra, Iraq
has been postponed until January 2023, the Arab Gulf
Cup Football Federation announced yesterday, citing
a packed schedule ahead for participating teams. The
tournament will be relocated to Kuwait if officials in
Basra failed to prove that the city is prepared to host
the event by June 30, 2022, the Federation added. The
tournament was originally scheduled to take place
between December 24, 2021 and January 7, 2022.

Tough loss for Kuwait

AMMAN: Kuwait’s women handball team fell short
against Japan on Sunday in the Jordan-hosted
Asian qualifiers ahead of the World Cup in Spain
next year. Japan, one of the favorites to win the
world cup, dominated the contest with a final score
line of 52-5. The Kuwaiti team needs more matches
against experienced sides like Japan, the squad’s
coach told the press, adding that his team was feel-
ing exhausted, having had four matches in the span
of five days. Kuwait, Palestine, Japan, Iran, Jordan
and Syria comprise one of the toughest groups in
the contest. — KUNA

Kuwaiti racer third

CAGLIARI: Kuwaiti racer Rashid Al-Dawwas
snatched third place at the GP3 category as part of
the first round of the 2021 Aquabike World
Championship that came to a close Sunday evening at
Italy’s Sardinia Island. Speaking to the press, Dawwas
said he was close to win the first position, however
some sudden malfunctions happened, hoping for
achieving further progresses in the next rounds to
raise his country’s status. He expressed his delight for
the achievement in this round of the championship,
which features several outstanding athletes all over
the world. He noted that he would take part in the
aquabike world tournament to be hosted by the US
State of Arizona next month. — KUNA

Benzema strikes
again as Real
stun Valencia 
MADRID: Real Madrid moved to the top of La Liga
on Sunday after scoring twice in two minutes to pull
off an incredible late comeback against Valencia.
Valencia looked set for victory at Mestalla when Hugo
Duro scored against his former club in the second half
but the in-form Vinicius Junior equalised in the 86th
minute before Karim Benzema headed home in the
88th for a 2-1 away win.

Real Madrid remain unbeaten this term, having now
won five and drawn one of their first six matches in all
competitions under returning coach Carlo Ancelotti.
“We didn’t win through quality, we won through spir-
it,” said Ancelotti. “I have a young team and I cannot
say we are playing spectacular football - we have to
improve our defensive game, be more aggressive - but
I think with this spirit we will fix it.”

Valencia, who stay third, have also enjoyed a strong
start under new coach Jose Bordalas but leave hugely
disappointed not to have taken three points from this
game, let alone one. Madrid sit two ahead of Atletico
Madrid after Atletico were held to a goalless draw by
Athletic Bilbao on Saturday.

Benzema already has six goals this season but the
real bonus for Ancelotti has been the form of Vinicius,
who has five goals himself, already more than the 21-
year-old managed in the whole of the last campaign.
“They were both fantastic,” Ancelotti said.

Both teams were hampered by early injuries as
Real Madrid’s Dani Carvajal had to be replaced by
Lucas Vazquez while Valencia lost both Carlos Soler
and Thierry Correia, with Yunus Musah and Toni Lato
coming on. Valencia were faster and more aggressive
and they had the better chances too, Gabriel Paulista
going closest in the first half with a header from a
free-kick.

Duro should have scored seconds after half-time
when he ran in behind but Thibaut Courtois saved
again and then Duro was thwarted by the Belgian for a
second time after a mistake from Casemiro in midfield.
Finally the pressure paid, as Vazquez turned away from
a deep cross from the right and the ball skidded off his
back to the foot of Duro at the back post.

Duro still a lot to do with the bouncing ball but
hooked a superb shot past Courtois into the far corner.
Summer signing Eduardo Camavinga replaced
Casemiro and Rodrygo came on for Modric, with the

Brazilian almost levelling for Madrid when he met
Vazquez’s cross at the front post.

Valencia were dropping deeper and deeper and in
the 86th minute they caved, Benzema showing impres-
sive composure to turn and tee up Vinicius, whose
shot nicked off Dimitri Foulquier, wrongfooting Giorgi
Mamardashvili and flying in. Madrid were not finished
yet as Valencia conceded again two minutes later.
Vinicius returned the favor by curling in a cross from
the left, as Benzema nipped between Gabriel and
Mamardashvili to head in. — AFP

AC Milan stalemate
piles on misery
for Juventus
MILAN: Juventus were left struggling in the unlikely
surroundings of Serie A’s bottom three on Sunday after
a 1-1 draw with AC Milan kept them searching for a
first league win this season. Alvaro Morata’s fourth-
minute goal gave Juve the lead but Ante Rebic headed
in a 76th-minute equalizer as Milan ended the week-
end in second place on goal difference behind city
rivals Inter who crushed Bologna 6-1 on Saturday.

Milan could have won the match in the dying
moments but Juve keeper Wojciech Szczesny pulled
off a brilliant point-blank save to deny Pierre Kalulu.
Juventus, still reeling from the departure of Cristiano
Ronaldo to Manchester United, are 18th with just two
points from four games with only Cagliari and
Salernitana propping them up. Coach Massimiliano
Allegri had harsh words for some of his stars. “You
have to be determined, to bring home the tackle, keep
focused. This is part of the general growth process of
some players,” he said. “I will admit that I made mis-
takes on the substitutions, I got it wrong. I should’ve
put more defensive players on and put the 1-0 lead
under lock and key, so I take responsibility for that.”

Milan, missing both Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Olivier
Giroud, dropped their first league points of the season.
However, they will be relieved not to have lost back-
to-back games having gone down to Liverpool in the
Champions League in midweek.

Spanish international Morata temporarily allowed
Juventus fans to forget about Ronaldo when he sped
away from Theo Hernandez before coolly slotting the
ball past Mike Maignan in goal. Milan only threatened

through three long distance attempts from Sandro
Tonali in the first half. But Croatian winger Rebic pre-
served Milan’s unbeaten league start by heading in a
Tonali corner with 14 minutes left.

“We came here to win the game,” said Milan coach
Stefano Pioli told DAZN. “Juventus did better in the
first 20 minutes, were more determined and focused,
but we continued playing and did much better towards
the end with chances to win, so it was overall a positive

performance.” Roma dropped their first points in Serie
A under Jose Mourinho as Verona came from behind to
earn new coach Igor Tudor a 3-2 victory on his debut.
Lorenzo Pellegrini’s clever backheel flick gave visitors
Roma a half-time lead in the pouring rain as they
sought a fourth successive win to start the season.

Mourinho beaten
Antonin Barak equalized for Verona shortly after

the interval and Gianluca Caprari put the hosts ahead
with a precise finish five minutes later. Ivan Ilic turned
a Pellegrini cross into his own goal to bring Roma level
before the hour, but Davide Faraoni’s brilliant volley
secured the win for Verona to halt a run of three
straight losses.

“I knew their qualities, even before the change in
coach,” Mourinho told DAZN. “They’d already posed
big problems to their opponents. And when there’s a
coaching change there’s often a reaction mentally, it
can happen.”

Roma’s city rivals Lazio needed a late goal from
Danilo Cataldi to salvage a 2-2 draw at home to
Cagliari. Ciro Immobile struck for the fifth time in four
games as Lazio went ahead just before the break.

Joao Pedro’s looping header pegged Lazio back
right at the start of the second half, with Keita Balde
then firing home against his former club to put Cagliari
on top. But the Sardinian club couldn’t hold on for vic-
tory in Walter Mazzarri’s first game in charge as
Cataldi fired into the top corner seven minutes from
time to rescue Lazio.

Venezia’s first Serie A home match since the 2001-
02 season ended in a crushing 2-1 loss to Spezia.
Simone Bastoni curled in a sensational effort as Spezia
grabbed an early lead at the Stadio Pier Luigi Penzo,
an intriguing ground set on the south-eastern tip of
Venice’s main archipelago. Pietro Ceccaroni headed
Venezia level on the hour but Mehdi Bourabia’s bril-
liant injury-time strike from distance claimed Thiago
Motta’s Spezia a first win. — AFP

TURIN: Juventus’ Swedish forward Dejan Kulusevski (left)
challenges AC Milan’s English defender Fikayo Tomori
during the Italian Serie A football match between
Juventus and AC Milan at the Juventus stadium in Turin,
on Sunday. — AFP

VALENCIA: Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema (center) vies with Valencia’s Danish midfielder Daniel Wass during
the Spanish League football match between Valencia and Real Madrid at the Mestalla stadium in Valencia on Sunday. — AFP


