
KABUL:  Fears were mounting in Afghanistan yes-
terday as the Taleban tightened their grip on
women’s rights, slashing access to work and deny-
ing girls the right to secondary school education.
After pledging a softer version of their brutal and
repressive regime of the 1990s, the Islamic funda-
mentalists have been stripping away at freedoms
one month after seizing power. “I may as well be
dead,” said one woman, who was sacked from her
senior role at the foreign ministry. “I was in charge
of a whole department and there were many
women working with me... now we have all lost
our jobs,” she told AFP, insisting she not be identi-
fied for fear of reprisals.

The acting mayor of the capital Kabul has said
any municipal jobs currently held by women
would be filled by men.
While the country’s new
rulers have not issued a
formal policy outright
banning women from
working, directives by
individual officials have
amounted to their exclu-
sion from the workplace.
That came after the edu-
cation ministry ordered
male teachers and stu-
dents back to secondary
school at the weekend, but made no mention of
the country’s millions of women educators and
girl pupils.

The al l-male government on Friday also
appeared to shut down the former administration’s
ministry of women’s affairs and replaced it with
one that earned notoriety during their first stint in
power for enforcing religious doctrine. Many
Afghan women fear they will never find meaning-
ful  employment. Yesterday, World Health
Organization chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
landed in Kabul ahead of talks with the Taleban
leadership, as the country’s already impoverished
health system struggles to function following the
suspension of aid.

‘When will that be?’
Although still marginalized, Afghan women have

fought for and gained basic rights in the past 20
years, becoming lawmakers, judges, pilots and police
officers, though mostly limited to large cities.
Hundreds of thousands have entered the workforce-a
necessity in some cases as many women were wid-
owed or now support invalid husbands as a result of
two decades of conflict. But since returning to power
on August 15, the Taleban have shown no inclination
to honor those rights.

When pressed, Taleban officials say women have
been told to stay at home for their own security but
will be allowed to work once proper segregation can
be implemented. “When will that be?” a woman
teacher said yesterday. “This happened last time. They

kept saying they would
allow us to return to work,
but it never happened.”
Women in the capital
remain deeply suspicious.
“The Taleban told us not to
come to work and to wait
for their second announce-
ment. But it seems like they
don’t want women to work
again,” a lawyer in the capi-
tal’s high court told AFP.

A colleague fears that
because of her past role prosecuting Taleban fighters,
she will not be allowed to work again, but has noticed
some changes in the regime. “They are not like before
but we don’t know if it will last. Before we had to be
accompanied by a man, today we can come alone,”
she added. During the Taleban’s first rule from 1996 to
2001, women were largely excluded from public life
including being banned from leaving their homes
unless accompanied by a male relative.

In Kabul on Friday, a sign for the Ministry for the
Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice was erect-
ed at the building housing the old government’s
Ministry for Women’s Affairs building in the capital.
Vice ministry enforcers were notorious for punishing
anyone deemed not to be following the Taleban’s strict

interpretation of Islam. Businesswoman Khaledi said
her shop in Kabul selling Western style clothes was
swiftly closed down after the Taleban took control.
“They told us that women should not work as shop-
keepers or run businesses,” the 34-year-old said.

‘Deeply worried’ 
Women have been at the forefront of a number of

small, isolated protests, but the Taleban stamped down
on dissent, dispersing crowds with gun fire and issuing
new rules for demonstrations. No official from the new
regime responded yesterday to requests for comment.
In Herat, an education official insisted the issue of girls
and women teachers returning to secondary school

was a question of time, not policy. “It is not exactly
clear when that will happen: tomorrow, next week,
next month, we don’t know,” Shahabudin Saqib said.

“It’s not my decision because we have had a big
revolution in Afghanistan.” Ten-year-old Marwa yes-
terday attended her classes at school, but her sister,
six years older, was forced to stay home. “I want the
new government to reopen her school again. This is
my request to the Taleban,” she said. The United
Nations said it was “deeply worried” for the future of
girls’ schooling in Afghanistan. “It is critical that all
girls, including older girls, are able to resume their
education without any further delays,” the UN’s chil-
dren’s agency UNICEF said. —AFP

Taleban tighten grip on women’s rights

Afghan women outraged by 
Taleban’s work restrictions 

KABUL:  A Taleban fighter watches as Afghan women hold placards during a demonstration demanding better
rights for women in front of the former Ministry of Women Affairs in Kabul. —AFP

Haitians angry after 
US deports them to 
Port-au-Prince
PORT-AU-PRINCE: Migrant families sent back to
Haiti by the United States after attempting to enter
the country from Mexico are angry at their treat-
ment and fearful of returning back home to a life
punctuated by gang violence. The deportation of
Haitian migrants had been temporarily suspended
by Washington after a devastating earthquake hit
the Caribbean nation last month. But in recent days,
more than 15,000 Haitians crossed into the country
from Mexico and found themselves stranded for
days in Texas under a bridge spanning the Rio
Grande river, blocked from moving onwards.

Washington began sending back members of
this group on Sunday, with three flights full of
Haitian nationals landing in the capital Port-au-
Prince after taking off from Texas hours earlier.
“(US President Joe) Biden knows well what is hap-
pening, but he doesn’t care,” said one woman, tears
streaming down her face as she described her time
at a US migrant detention facility in Texas. “He
treated us and our children, worse than animals,”

she said.
Fellow returnee Garry Momplaisir, who spent

five days at the same facility, said that those held
there had been forced to sleep on a concrete floor
under thin plastic tarps. “We weren’t able to show-
er. There were toilets, but no space to bathe our-
selves,” the 26-year-old added, who was deported
with his wife and their five-year-old daughter. As
they waited for Haitian authorities to complete their
re-entry paperwork, many of the returned migrants
took the opportunity to give their children a basic
wash.

‘No one can explain the horror’ 
According to flight manifests seen by AFP, near-

ly half of the 327 Haitians deported by the United
States on Sunday are under five years old and were
born abroad. Before arriving at the US-Mexico
border, several of the Haitians had emigrated to
Chile and Brazil in 2016 and 2017.

“In Santiago, I had a small business, my husband
worked. We were able to save money — that’s what
allowed us to make the whole trip to the United
States,” said a 28-year-old woman, who identified
herself only as Jeanne. She, her husband and their
three-year-old son Mael, who has a Chilean pass-
port, spent two months and $9,000 traveling
through South and Central America and Mexico on
their way to the United States along a route that

human rights groups consider among the most
dangerous in the world.

“It’s an inexplicable thing. No one can really
explain the horror,” Jeanne said. “If I had known
what I was going to live through, I would have nev-
er made the trip,” she said, tearing up. The family
thought they would benefit from the extension of
the Temporary Protected Status policy in the
United States, which allowed Haitians to temporari-
ly stay in the country regardless of their immigra-
tion status. —AFP

PORT-AU-PRINCE: National migration authorities and
expelled migrants walk off a plane on September 19,
2021 at the airport in Port au Prince. —AFP

‘Hotel Rwanda’ hero 
convicted on terror 
charges
KIGALI: Paul Rusesabagina, the “Hotel Rwanda”
hero who became a fierce government critic, was
found guilty yesterday on terror charges after what
his supporters say was a politically motivated show
trial. He was convicted of backing a rebel group
blamed for deadly gun, grenade and arson attacks
in Rwanda in 2018 and 2019. 

“He founded a terrorist organization that
attacked Rwanda, he financially contributed to ter-
rorist activities,” Justice Beatrice Mukamurenzi said
at the end of a seven-month trial. Rwandan prose-
cutors have sought a life sentence for Rusesabagina,
the 67-year-old former hotelier credited with sav-
ing hundreds of lives during the 1994 genocide, and
whose actions inspired the Hollywood film.

Neither he nor his lawyers were in court for
the verdict, although the 20 other defendants in

the case attended. Rusesabagina, who used his
fame to denounce Rwandan leader Paul Kagame
as a dictator, was arrested in August 2020 when
a plane he believed was bound for Burundi land-
ed instead in the Rwandan capital Kigali. His
family say Rusesabagina was kidnapped and had
rejected the nine charges against him as pay-
back by a vengeful government for his outspo-
ken views.

Earlier this month, Kagame had dismissed criti-
cism of the case, saying Rusesabagina was in the
dock not because of his fame but over the lives lost
“because of his actions”. The trial began in February
but the Belgian citizen and US green card holder
boycotted it starting in March, accusing the court of
“unfairness and a lack of independence”. The
United States - which awarded Rusesabagina its
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005 - along with
the European Parliament and Belgium were among
those to raise concerns about his transfer to
Rwanda and the fairness of his trial.

Conflicting testimony 
Rusesabagina was the former manager of the

Hotel des Mille Collines in Kigali, where he shel-

tered hundreds of guests during the genocide that
left 800,000 people dead, mostly ethnic Tutsis. A
decade later the American actor Don Cheadle
played Rusesabagina, a moderate Hutu, in the
Oscar-nominated blockbuster that brought his story
to an international audience.  —AFP

KIGALI: In this file photo, ‘Hotel Rwanda’ hero Paul
Rusesabagina (right) is handcuffed by a police officer
after his pre-trial court session at the Kicukiro
Primary court in Kigali, Rwanda. —AFP
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US’ alliance could 
trigger ‘nuke arms 
race’: North Korea 
SEOUL: North Korea’s foreign ministry yesterday said
a new US alliance in the Indo-Pacific and Washington’s
recent submarine contract with Australia could trigger
a “nuclear arms race” in the region. Last week the US
announced a new three-way security pact with
Australia and Britain, as part of a strategic partnership
under which American nuclear submarines will be sup-
plied to Canberra.

“These are extremely undesirable and dangerous
acts which will upset the strategic balance in the Asia-
Pacific region and trigger off a chain of nuclear arms
race,” North Korean state media KCNA quoted a for-
eign ministry official as saying. “This shows that the US
is the chief culprit toppling the international nuclear
non-proliferation system,” they added. Nuclear-armed
North Korea fired two missiles into the sea last
Wednesday, with Seoul successfully test-firing a sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) hours later,
becoming only the seventh country in the world with
the technology.

South Korea’s test is a strategic advance for Seoul. It
has been strengthening its military capabilities to
counter the threat posed by the North, which is under
international sanctions for its nuclear weapons and bal-

listic missile programs. But in a separate statement car-
ried by KCNA yesterday, the chief of North Korea’s
defense science agency called Seoul’s newly developed
SLBM a “clumsy piece of work” lacking key technolo-
gy. “The homegrown SLBM unveiled by South Korea
will not be able to serve as an effective means of attack
at war,” he said. The spate of missile tests and bumper
defense deals in the Pacific have highlighted a regional
arms race that is intensifying as a China-US rivalry
grows. “It is quite natural that neighboring countries
including China condemned these actions as irrespon-
sible ones of destroying the peace and stability of the
region,” the North Korean foreign ministry official said.
US President Joe Biden’s new Australia-US-Britain
defense alliance is widely seen as aimed at countering
the rise of China. —AFP
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Italy inmate shoots at rivals 

ROME: An Italian prisoner shot at fellow inmates
through the bars of their cell with a weapon believed to
have been smuggled in by drone, a prison union said
yesterday. The 28-year old, who has links to the
Neapolitan mafia, fired three shots Sunday at prisoners
he had argued with, but without injuring them, Donato
Capece, head of the Sappe prison union said. The man
had got permission to leave his cell to have a shower,
and once the door was open he pulled out the gun and
pointed it at a guard, forcing him to hand over his keys
to the other cells, Capece said. Unable to open the cells
of his enemies, the inmate shot through the bars instead,
he said. The man then used an illegal mobile phone to
call his lawyer, who advised him to turn his weapon over
to the authorities in the high-security prison, some 100
kilometers south-east of the capital Rome. —AFP 

Grenade attack on Burundi bar

NAIROBI: At least two people were killed and a number
of others wounded when a grenade exploded in a bar in
Burundi’s capital Gitega on Sunday evening, a police
source said. The blast occurred a day after a series of
mortar shells were fired at the airport in the economic hub
of Bujumbura in an attack claimed by a rebel group. “A
grenade was thrown last night in a bar run by a police
officer where many officials and members of the ruling
party were gathered,” a security source told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity. A police officer said the blast killed
two people on the spot while eight people were being
treated in medical facilities in Gitega. The attack was con-
firmed to AFP by two witnesses, who said that many peo-
ple were injured. —AFP 

India seizes $20m heroin 

AHMEDABAD: Indian authorities seized over $20 million
of heroin and detained seven Iranian men in a deep-sea
drug bust off the country’s western coast, officials said
Sunday. Officials intercepted messages sent to the boat’s
crew and apprehended the vessel - travelling from Iran to
Sri Lanka - 180 nautical miles off the coast of Gujarat, the
state’s anti-terror squad chief, Himanshu Shukla, told AFP.
“It is suspected that there is about 30 kilograms or more
heroin on the boat which is worth over 1.5 billion rupees
($20 million) in the international market,” Shukla said.
Shukla added the boat, captured in a joint coast guard
and anti-terror squad operation, was expected to arrive at
a Gujarat port late Sunday. —AFP 

Climate change: Burundi flee 

NAIROBI: Natural disasters sparked by climate change
have forced more than 100,000 people to flee their
homes in Burundi in recent years, British charity Save
the Children said in a new report released yesterday. It
said climate shocks - not conflict - were now the main
cause of internal displacement in the landlocked East
African country, which has a largely rural population.
“Over 84 percent of all internally displaced people in
Burundi... have been displaced due to natural disasters
rather than conflict, mostly due to the rise of Lake
Tanganyika, Africa’s second-largest lake,” the charity
said. Children have been particularly hard-hit, it said,
adding: “An estimated 7,200 of the displaced people -
or 7 percent of the total number - are babies under the
age of one.” Older children are unable to attend school,
with many surviving on just one meal a day, the charity
said. —AFP 


