
The Harkis: ‘Betrayed’ 
soldiers from France’s 
Algeria war
PARIS: As French President Emmanuel Macron for-
mally apologizes to the Harkis yesterday, we look at
the grim fate of the Muslim Algerians who fought
on the side of France during their homeland’s war of
independence. Up to 200,000 Harkis - the name
comes the Arabic word for “movement” given to the
mobile units in which they served - fought for the
French colonial power during the 1954-62 war with
Algeria’s National Liberation Front (FLN).

After a peace accord granting Algerian inde-
pendence was signed on March 18, 1962, only
around 42,000 Harkis were allowed to go to
France, some bringing their wives and children. The
French government initially refused to recognize
their right to stay and many were held for years in
squalid internment camps. In all up to 90,000 men,
women and children fled. The rest remained in
Algeria, where many were massacred. Harki
activists in France who tried to prosecute Algeria in
2001 for crimes against humanity claimed 150,000
were killed.

Despised as traitors in Algeria, in France the
Harkis were an inconvenient reminder of a painful
defeat. The seven-year war of independence in
Algeria saw nationalists rise up against and eventu-
ally defeat their French colonial rulers. There were
atrocities on both sides and the conflict left some
half a million dead. Some 400,000 Harkis and their
descendants live in France today. They have fought
a decades-long struggle, including hunger strikes
and demonstrations, for official recognition of what
happened to those left behind in Algeria. Their inte-
gration into France has been difficult as they are
considered immigrants but are rejected by other
immigrants. Former Algerian president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika compared them with Nazi collaborators
during a visit to Paris in 2000. While criticizing the
conditions under which they were housed in France,
he ruled out their return to Algeria. —ÅFP
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PARIS: Bornia Tarall (center right) is awarded with
the ‘Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Merite’ by
French President Emmanuel Macron during a cere-
mony in memory of the Harkis - Algerians who
helped the French Army in the Algerian War of
Independence, at the Elysee Palace yesterday. —AFP

Shock at Russia university campus 
Gunman kills six people in Perm State University
MOSCOW: A gunman killed six people on a universi-
ty campus in Russia yesterday before being detained,
investigators said, leaving students and teachers
shaken and terrified. It was the second mass shooting
in Russia this year to target students and came amid
calls for stricter controls on access to firearms. Video
on social media showed students throwing belongings
from the windows of university buildings in the city of
Perm, around 1,300 kilometers east of Moscow,
before jumping to flee the shooter.

Witnesses described scenes of panic at Perm
State University, saying the city of around one mil-
lion people was left in shock by the tragedy. State
media broadcast amateur footage reportedly taken
during the attack showing an individual dressed in
black tactical clothing, including a helmet, carrying a
weapon and walking through the campus. The gun-
man, identified as a student at the university, carried
out the shooting with a hunting rifle he purchased
this year, according to Russia’s Investigative
Committee.

Ivan Pechishchev, a lecturer at the university, said
that when he saw students jumping out of windows
he thought there had been a fire. “They were all in
shock, there was screaming, with everyone panicking
and scared. I said ‘What’s going on?’” and someone
said there was a shooting, the 39-year-old told AFP.
Pechishchev said he hid with students in an auditori-
um for more than an hour before they were told they
could leave the building. “The city is shocked and
anxious. I walked home because it was impossible to
get a taxi,” Pechishchev said.

Gunman resisted arrest 
The Investigative Committee, which probes major

crimes in Russia, said 28 people were being treated
after the attack. “Some of them have been hospital-
ized with injuries of varying severity,” it said in a
statement. Investigators said he resisted arrest and
was wounded before being taken to a medical facility.

Junior police lieutenant Konstantin Kalinin said he
had to shoot the attacker after the man trained a rifle
on him. “After that I gave him first aid,” the policeman
said in remarks released by the interior ministry. The
health ministry said 19 among the wounded were
being treated for gunshots. President Vladimir Putin

had been notified of the shooting, the Kremlin said,
and ministers had been ordered to travel to Perm to
coordinate assistance for the victims. “The president
expresses sincere condolences to those who have lost
family and loved ones,” said Putin’s spokesman
Dmitry Peskov.

‘Abnormalities’ 
School shootings are relatively unusual in Russia

due to tight security at education facilities and
because it is difficult to buy firearms. But yesterday’s
attack was the second this year, after a 19-year-old
opened fire in his old school in the central city of
Kazan in May, killing nine people. Investigators said
gunman suffered from a brain disorder, but he was
deemed fit to receive a license for the semi-automatic
shotgun he used in the attack.

On the day of that attack Putin called for a review
of gun control laws. The age to acquire hunting rifles
was increased from 18 to 21 and medical checks were
strengthened. Peskov said yesterday that despite the
tightened legislation “unfortunately, this tragedy has
happened, and it has to be analyzed”. “It looks like we
are talking about abnormalities in a young man who
committed these killings,” Peskov said. Authorities
have blamed foreign influence for previous school
shootings, saying young Russians have been exposed
online and on television to similar attacks in the
United States and elsewhere.

In November 2019, a 19-year-old student in the far
eastern town of Blagoveshchensk opened fire at his
college, killing one classmate and injuring three other
people before shooting and killing himself. In October
2018, another teenage gunman killed 20 people at a
Kerch technical college in Crimea, the peninsula Russia
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. He was shown in camera
footage wearing a similar T-shirt to Eric Harris, one of
the killers in the 1999 Columbine High School shooting
in the United States, which left 13 people dead. —AFP

PERM, Russia: This handout picture shows investigators working outside the building of the university of Perm following a shooting. —AFP

‘Apathy, despair’ 
as Iraq looks to 
October vote
BAGHDAD: War-scarred Iraq will hold a parliamen-
tary election next month but Sajad, a 23-year-old
man sitting with his friends in a Baghdad cafe, does-
n’t really care. “I see the politicians’ posters in the
street, but I don’t know the names or the programs,”
says the man with a shaved head and tattooed fore-
arms. “I think they all have the same program: ‘We
will do this, we will do that.’ It’s all promises,” he
scoffs, a sentiment shared by his friends.

Iraq is emerging from almost two decades of
war and insurgency since the 2003 US-led inva-
sion toppled dictator Saddam Hussein and prom-
ised to bring freedom and democracy. Although
parliamentary polls are to be held on October 10,
there is little popular hope for major change
through the ballot box, and widespread disillu-
sionment about a political caste widely seen as
inept and corrupt. Sajad, who works in a media
production company, says he has no plans to vote.

Many people feel the same, and there are fears
voter turnout could drop below the official rate of
44.5 percent from the most recent legislative elec-
tion in 2018. In Iraq’s public squares and along
main avenues there are banners of candidates, and
rallies, often attended by local notables and tribal
chiefs, have sought to mobilize support. But over-
all, there has been little buzz as most Iraqis worry
more about a painful economic crisis deepened by
low oil prices and the COVID pandemic.

‘Why should I vote?’ 
The polls were initially scheduled for 2022 but

moved forward to June this year by Prime Minister
Mustafa Al-Kadhemi, then postponed to October.
The early polls were a concession to a protest
movement that broke out in the autumn of 2019,
venting anger against corruption, soaring youth

unemployment and crumbling public services.
Nearly 25 million Iraqis are eligible to vote, to

elect 329 lawmakers from a field of more than
3,200 candidates in 83 constituencies. A 25 per-
cent quota has been reserved for women in the
Council of Representatives, the unicameral assem-
bly located inside Baghdad’s high-security Green
Zone. A new electoral law expands the number of
constituencies and scraps list-based voting in
favor of votes for individual candidates.

But candidates can still run on behalf of a party
or coalition, meaning the traditional blocs and
patronage networks will likely remain powerful.
Mohammed, an economics graduate who works in
a shop selling olive-, almond and other types of
oi ls , says he feels “the election won’t bring
change”. At age 30, he keeps postponing the idea
of marriage because of the searing economic dif-
ficulties. “Basic services are not provided to me.
Why should I go to vote?” he said, as the country
suffers daily power cuts.

“The last time roads were paved in my neigh-
borhood was before 2003,” added Mohammed,
who like many Iraqis prefers not to give his full
name when discussing politics. In his Baghdad
constituency, he said he knows two of the five
candidates, but hasn’t bothered to check their
electoral platforms. “The political factions have
been the same since 2003; the only thing that
changes are the faces,” he said. He denounced
Iraq’s entrenched clientelism, saying “the only
people who vote are those who’ve been promised
a job, or people who vote for someone close to
them or from their tribe”.

‘Proliferation of weapons’ 
It is difficult to predict a winner in the race,

where powerful blocs include the pro-Iran Shiite
camp around the Hashed al-Shaabi paramilitary
network and the Sadrist camp of popular Shiite
leader Moqtada Sadr. Political scientist Marsin
Alshamary said the election will be held in a cli-
mate of “apathy and despair, especially among
young people”. “Most people think that these
elections wil l  achieve nothing,” added the

researcher from the US-based Belfer Center for
Science and International Affairs.

Voter turnout “has been declining over previ-
ous elections cycles,” she said. “In 2018 it was
very bad. There is a very strong likelihood that
this election will be worse.” The gloom has deep-
ened after the protest movement that started in
October 2019 ended with little change and many
dashed expectations. Many activists were mur-
dered, kidnapped or intimidated. No one has
claimed responsibility for the violence and no one
has been held accountable.

The activists blame the “militias” in a country
where Iranian-funded armed groups have steadily
gained influence. Another Iraqi who said he won’t
cast his ballot is 28-year-old Ali, who argues that
he does not want to be complicit in the “crime”
the election represents for him. “There will be no
transparent elections,” the young man said. “The
money of politicians dominates, there is a prolifer-
ation of weapons in al l  the constituencies.
Whoever has the weapons will win.” —AFP
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BAGHDAD: A campaign poster is seen in the Iraqi capi-
tal Baghdad, ahead of the upcoming parliamentary
elections. —AFP


