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Amir praises accomplishments of 
Kuwaiti Paralympic athletes, inventor

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
at Seif Palace yesterday Minister of 
Information and Culture and Minister of State 
for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi and 
honorary chairperson of Kuwait Disabled 
Sport Club Sheikha Sheikha Abdullah Al-
Khalifa Al-Sabah. They were accompanied by 
Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi who won the 100m 
wheelchair silver medal race and Faisal 
Mubarak Sorour who won the bronze in the 
Shop Put, at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics. 

His Highness the Amir praised the achieve-
ments of Mutairi and Sorour who defied all 
obstacles to win the medals. Following the 
audience, Sheikha Sheikha said His Highness 
the Amir congratulated the athletes for their 
victories. She said Kuwait was represented 
by three athletes at the Paralympics, two of 
them won medals, considering this an “out-
standing achievement” which would have 
never happened without government and 
public support. Mutairi said they were hon-

ored to meet His Highness the Amir who con-
gratulated “us for this accomplishment.” 
Sorour said His Highness the Amir honored 
them with this meeting and he was asking 
about their needs. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir also 
received Minister Mutairi, accompanied by 
Engineer Jenan Essam Al-Shehab who won 
the gold medal at the World Genius 
Convention (WGC) held in Japan in 2021, as 
well as winning the gold medal at the 2021 DA 
VINCI International Innovation and Invention 
Expo. His Highness the Amir praised her 
achievements and wished her success. After 
the audience, Shehab said she was honored 
to meet His Highness the Amir and this recep-
tion would motivate her to seek further 
accomplishments. “His words touched my 
heart ... and Inshallah the best is yet to come,” 
said Shehab who has so far won six interna-
tional gold medals. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah also received at Seif Palace yesterday 
Paralympic athletes Mutairi and Sorour, in the 
presence of Minister Mutairi, Sheikha 
Sheikha, Director General of Public Authority 
for Youth and Sports Hamoud Fulaiteh Al-
Shammari and Chairman of the Kuwaiti 
Paralympic Committee, Naser Al-Ajami. His 
Highness the Crown Prince praised the two 
athletes’ achievements, as well as their perse-
verance to overcome who defied all difficul-
ties to reach the podium during the interna-
tional event, wishing them further progress 
and success.  

Furthermore, His Highness Sheikh Mishal 
received minister Mutairi and Engineer 
Shehab, as His Highness the Crown Prince 
expressed admiration for her achievements 
and wished her further success. The meeting 
was attended by Director of His Highness the 
Crown Prince’s office Jamal Al-Theyab, and 
His Highness’s office undersecretary of for-
eign affairs Mazin Al-Essa attended both 
meetings. — KUNA

Crown Prince touts Kuwaitis’ sports achievements

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Paralympic athletes Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi and Faisal Mubarak Sorour, with senior officials in attendance. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Engineer Jenan Essam Al-
Shehab, in the presence of Information Minister Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Engineer Jenan Essam Al-Shehab, in the presence of Information 
Minister Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Paralympic athletes 
Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi and Faisal Mubarak Sorour, with senior officials in attendance.
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The law calls to reduce the number of expats 

over the next five years and wants the government 
to set the mechanisms to do that. 

Based on the latest population figures, around 
300,000 residents have left the country during the 

coronavirus pandemic. Kuwait’s population now 
stands at 4.6 million, 1.5 million of whom are citizens 
and 3.1 million expats, down from 3.4 million before 
the pandemic. 

MP Ali Al-Qattan yesterday sent a series of 
questions to Finance Minister Khalifa Hamada 
about the geographic and investment distribution of 
Kuwaiti assets overseas managed by Kuwait 
Investment Authority, estimated at around $700 bil-
lion. The lawmaker also inquired about the return on 
investments in international stock markets every 
year for the past decade.

Cabinet approves 
decree to...
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authorities with contact tracing information. “This 

new international travel system follows the science to 
keep Americans’ international air travel safe,” Zients 
said. 

Britain and Germany quickly welcomed the lifting 
of the near total ban. The German ambassador to the 
United States called it “great news”. “Hugely impor-
tant to promote people-to-people contacts and 
transatlantic business,” Ambassador Emily Haber 
tweeted. The announcement was also hailed by air-
lines, which have taken a huge hit during the pan-
demic shutdown. 

The trade group Airlines For Europe predicted “a 
much-needed boost to trans-Atlantic traffic & 
tourism and will reunite families and friends”. And 
Doug Parker, CEO of American Airlines, said “we 
welcome the Biden administration’s science-based 
approach to begin lifting the restrictions.” While it 

had been widely expected that Biden would reopen 
borders to the European Union and Britain, the 
announcement covers the globe. “This applies to all 
international travel,” Zients said. 

Currently only US citizens, residents and foreign-
ers with special visas are allowed to enter the United 
States from most European countries. The restriction 
has deeply irked EU and British authorities. Yesterday, 
the European Union recommended that member 
states reimpose restrictions on American travelers 
who had earlier been free to enter if vaccinated. 

Biden’s move comes on the eve of his speech to 
the annual UN General Assembly in New York, 
where the pandemic is due to be the headline issue. It 
also comes as Washington and Paris spar bitterly 
over Australia’s sudden announcement that it will 
acquire US-built nuclear submarines as part of a new 
defense alliance, ditching a previous French contract 
for conventionally powered submarines. 

France has recalled its ambassador from 
Washington and accused the Biden administration 
of stabbing it in the back. However, US officials 
denied that the White House’s travel decision was 
an attempt to smooth ruffled French feathers. “This 
is really driven by the science,” a State Department 
official said. — AFP 

US to end travel ban 
on all passengers...
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Despite being an integral part of the state - it 

holds seats in parliament and backs several cabinet 
ministers - Hezbollah has bemoaned the state’s fail-
ure and vowed to step in with its own solution. The 
party, which is designated by the US as a terrorist 
group and is the only militia to have kept its arsenal 
after Lebanon’s 1975-1990 war, arranged for 
dozens of trucks carrying Iranian fuel to enter 
Lebanon via Syria last week. 

The delivery was not officially approved by the 
government and the trucks entered via an illegal 
crossing for a transaction that violates US and other 
sanctions. The move, although a first, falls in line 
with the Iran-backed party’s long-standing autono-
my from a weak centralized state that has stood idly 
on the sidelines as the group deployed in Syria in 
2013 and repeatedly engaged in military confronta-
tions with southern Zionist neighbor. 

“Hezbollah’s latest move weakens the state and per-
ceptions of the state,” political activist and energy 
expert Laury Haytayan told AFP. “It’s very clear that the 
state is unable to stop Hezbollah. The state is watching 
and it’s paralyzed and it can’t take any action.” 

A total of 80 trucks carrying four million liters 

(one million gallons) of Iranian fuel oil entered 
Lebanon on Thursday, days after a first Iranian ship 
reached the Syrian port of Baniyas. Three more 
Iranian ships are expected to deliver fuel oil and 
petrol in the coming weeks, according to Hezbollah 
chief Hassan Nasrallah. The shipments were pur-
chased by Lebanese businessmen, according to 
Iran, most likely with ties to Hezbollah. 

The Lebanese government, headed by prime 
minister Najib Mikati and which was finally formed 
last week after a year-long delay, has distanced 
itself from the scheme. Speaking to CNN last week, 
Mikati described the Hezbollah delivery as “a viola-
tion of Lebanese sovereignty” but said he believed 
Lebanon would not be hit by US sanctions because 
the government had not authorized the shipment. 

The first fuel delivery - which Hezbollah’s Al-
Manar TV says can only cover the needs of a single 
major institution such as a hospital for one month - 
is a “test”, Haytayan said. If it goes unanswered by 
the US, then many traders may be emboldened to 
stock up despite the threat of sanctions, especially 
if shortages persist, the expert said. 

Fuel distribution will be managed by Hezbollah 
auxiliaries that are already sanctioned and run no 
additional risk. Al-Amana, a fuel distribution com-
pany which is owned by Hezbollah and has been 
under US sanctions since Feb 2020, distributed a 
first batch of around 100,000 liters of fuel oil in the 
southern Hezbollah stronghold of Tyre and Beirut 
on Saturday, Al-Manar reported, without specifying 
the exact beneficiaries. — AFP 

Sourcing fuel,  
Hezb cements...
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“I had never seen anything like it before. This is the 

biggest catch in the Faroes,” Jens Mortan Rasmussen, 
one of the hunter-fishermen present at the scene in the 
village of Skala, told AFP. While used to criticism, he 
said this time round it was “a little different”. “Fish 
exporters are getting quite a lot of furious phone calls 
from their clients and the salmon industry has now 
mobilized against dolphin-hunting. It’s a first.” 

The meat of pilot whales and dolphins is only eaten 
by the fishermen themselves, but there is concern that 
news of the massacre will hit the reputation of an archi-

pelago that relies considerably on exporting other fish 
including salmon. Traditionally, the Faroe Islands - 
which have a population of 50,000 - hunt pilot whales 
in a practice known as “grindadrap,” or the “grind”. 

Hunters first surround the whales with a wide semi-
circle of fishing boats and then drive them into a bay to 
be beached and slaughtered by fishermen on the 
beach. Normally, around 600 pilot whales are hunted 
every year in this way, while fewer dolphins also get 
caught. Defending the hunt, the Faroese point to the 
abundance of whales, dolphins, and porpoises in their 
waters (over 100,000, or two per capita). 

They see it as an open-air slaughterhouse that isn’t 
that different to the millions of animals killed behind 
closed doors all over the world, said Vincent Kelner, the 
director of a documentary on the “grind”. And it’s of 
historical significance for the Faroe Islanders: Without 
this meat from the sea, their people would have disap-
peared. — AFP 

Dolphin kill  
casts shadow...


