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 News in brief

Cabinet approves decree to  
convene Assembly on Oct 26

Humaidi says it’s time to end disputes • MP calls to cut expat numbers
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday 
approved a draft decree convening 
the second ordinary session of the 
16th legislative term of the National 
Assembly on Oct 26, 2021. The 
Cabinet also approved a draft decree 
appointing Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as chief of HH the 
Crown Prince’s Diwan with the rank of 
minister for four years. Both decrees 
were sent to HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
for final approval.   

Senior MP Bader Al-Humaidi yes-
terday called for opening a new chap-
ter in Kuwait’s politics by holding a 
national dialogue under the auspices 
of HH the Amir, insisting that HH the 
Amir is the only personality capable 
of rescuing the country from political 
paralysis. But he insisted that any dia-
logue or reconciliation should be pre-
ceded by measures to allow the return 
of self-exiled opposition figures who 
have been living in Turkey for over 
three years to escape jail terms. 

The call for national dialogue was 

reportedly proposed by a number of 
opposition MPs, but no details have 
been published yet. The Assembly 
speaker said two weeks ago that 
some political initiatives had been 
taken and expressed hope they would 
lead to a breakthrough. 

Meanwhile, MP Osama Al-Shaheen 
yesterday urged the government to 
start implementing a law that calls for 
reducing the number of expats, who 
form around 70 percent of Kuwait’s 
population. The lawmakers said the 
law was issued almost a year ago and 
became effective in November last 
year, but the government has so far 
done nothing to implement the legis-
lation that calls to place a cap on the 
number of foreigners in the country. 

He said the law calls on the govern-
ment to delegate a minister to be 
responsible for the implementation of 
the law, but this has not happened. 
The government is required under the 
law to issue executive decisions with-
in one year to implement the law, but 
this has also not happened although 
the yearlong period is about to end.  
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Amir hails accomplishments of Paralympians

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yesterday Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi, who won a 
silver medal in the 100m wheelchair race, and Faisal Mubarak Sorour, who won the bronze in the shot put, at the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics. 
HH the Amir praised the achievements of Mutairi and Sorour, who defied all obstacles to win the medals. — KUNA (See Page 2)

Pfizer jab safe for kids aged 5-11 
 
FRANKFURT: Pfizer and BioNTech yesterday 
said trial results showed their coronavirus vac-
cine is safe and produces a robust immune 
response in children aged five to 11, adding that 
they would seek regulatory approval shortly. 
The vaccine would be administered at a lower 
dosage than for people over 12, they said. The 
trial results are the first of their kind for children 
under 12, with a Moderna trial for 6-11-year-
olds still ongoing. — AFP 

Philippines to reopen 120 schools  
 
MANILA: The Philippines will reopen up to 
120 schools for limited in-person classes for the 
first time since the start of the coronavirus pan-
demic in a pilot approved by President Rodrigo 
Duterte, officials said yesterday. While nearly 
every country in the world has already partially 
or fully reopened schools for face-to-face les-
sons, the Philippines has kept them closed since 
March 2020.— AFP 

England withdraw cricket teams  
 
LONDON: England cricket chiefs yesterday 
withdrew their men’s and women’s teams from 
next month’s series in Pakistan citing “increas-
ing concerns about travelling to the region”. 
The historic trip, which would have been the 
first ever by an England women’s team and the 
first by their male counterparts since 2005, was 
in serious doubt from the moment New Zealand 
pulled out of their own series in Pakistan on 
Friday over security concerns. — AFP 

Lava engulfs 100 homes  
 
LOS LLANOS DE ARIDANE, Spain: A surge 
of lava destroyed around 100 homes on Spain’s 
Canary Islands a day after a volcano erupted, 
forcing 5,500 people to leave the area, local 
authorities said yesterday. The Cumbre Vieja 
erupted on Sunday afternoon, sending vast 
plumes of thick black smoke into the sky and 
belching molten lava that oozed down the 
mountainside on the island of La Palma. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States announced 
yesterday it will lift COVID travel bans on all air 
passengers in November if they are fully vaccinated 
and undergo testing and contact tracing. The 
unprecedented restrictions had kept relatives, 
friends and businesspeople around the world sepa-
rated for many months as the pandemic grinds on. 

Jeffrey Zients, coronavirus response coordina-

tor for President Joe Biden, told reporters the new 
“consistent approach” would take effect “early 
November”. The easing of travel restrictions, 
imposed by Donald Trump 18 months ago as the 
COVID-19 pandemic first erupted, marks a signifi-
cant shift by Biden and answers a major demand 
from European allies at a time of strained diplo-
matic relations. 

Numerous safeguards will remain in place to 
suppress spread of the virus, which has already 
killed more than 670,000 Americans and is resur-
gent after what many had hoped was a lasting dip 
earlier this year. “Most importantly, foreign nation-
als flying to the US will be required to be fully vac-
cinated,” Zients said. 

It wasn’t immediately clear if the new rule only 

applied to US-approved vaccines or if other brands, 
such as those produced in China or Russia would 
also qualify. Zients said that would be determined 
by the US Centers for Disease Control. Restrictions 
on vehicle movement from Canada and Mexico will 
remain in place. “We do not have any updates on 
the land border policies,” Zients said. 

Zients said passengers will need to show they 
were fully vaccinated before boarding planes to the 
United States, as well as providing proof of a nega-
tive COVID-19 test taken within three days. 
Americans not fully vaccinated will still be able to 
enter but only on testing negative within a day of 
travel. Masks will be obligatory on US-bound 
flights and airlines will provide the US health  
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US to end travel ban 
on all passengers  
who are vaccinated

Lebanese celebrate as tankers carrying Iranian fuel arrive from Syria at Al-
Ain in Hermel in east Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley on Sept 16, 2021. — AFP 

TORSHAVN, Faroe Islands: In this file photo taken on May 29, 2019, fishermen 
and volunteers pull on the shore pilot whales they killed during a hunt as blood 
turns the sea red. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Iranian fuel has entered 
Lebanon without state authorization 
and despite US sanctions following 
arrangements by Shiite group 
Hezbollah, consecrating the party’s 
status as the main powerhouse in the 
crisis-hit country. “This latest event 
gives yet another confirmation that 
Hezbollah has considerably increased 
its sway over the Lebanese state,” said 

political scientist Karim Emile Bitar. “It 
is no longer even trying to hide behind 
the veneer of legality offered by offi-
cial institutions,” he said. 

Lebanon, grappling with its worst-
ever financial crisis, defaulted on its 
debt last year and can no longer 
afford to import key goods, including 
petrol for vehicles and diesel for gen-
erators during almost round-the-
clock power cuts. Fuel shortages have 
forced motorists to queue for hours - 
sometimes days - while electricity 
outages have plunged the country 
into darkness, paralyzing hospitals, 
schools and government offices. 
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Sourcing fuel,  
Hezb cements  
role as real ruler

COPENHAGEN: Every summer in 
the Faroe Islands hundreds of pilot 
whales and dolphins are slaughtered in 
drive hunts known as the “grind” that 
residents defend as a long-held tradi-
tion. The hunt always sparks fierce 
criticism abroad, but never so much as 
last week when a particularly bountiful 
catch saw 1,428 dolphins massacred in 
one day, raising questions on the 

island itself about a practice that 
activists have long deemed cruel. 

Images of hundreds upon hundreds 
of dolphins lined up on the sand, some 
of them hacked up by what appeared 
to be propellers, the water red with 
blood, shocked some of the 
staunchest supporters of the “grind” 
and raised concern in the archipela-
go’s crucial fishing industry. For the 
first time, the local government of the 
autonomous Danish archipelago 
located in the depths of the North 
Atlantic said it would re-evaluate reg-
ulations surrounding the killing of dol-
phins specifically, without considering 
an outright ban on the tradition. 
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