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LISBON: Ajax’s Ivorian forward Sebastien Haller scores a goal during the UEFA Champions League first round Group C football match between Sporting CP and
Ajax at the Jose Alvalade stadium in Lisbon on Wednesday. —AFP

MILAN: Rodrygo sank wasteful Inter Milan with the last-gasp
winner in a 1-0 triumph at the San Siro which gives Real Madrid
the perfect start to their Champions League campaign. Italian
champions Inter are trying to make the competition’s knockout
rounds for the first time since 2011/12 but they were punished for
letting a series of opportunities slip by before Brazilian Rodrygo’s
beautifully struck goal in the final minute of the Group D clash.

It was a harsh result for Inter against Carlo Ancelotti’s Madrid,
who up to that point had shown little of the attacking verve which
has brought them 13 goals in four La Liga games so far this sea-
son. “We deserved much more from the game, but if you don’t
score goals you’re not going to win games,” said Edin Dzeko to
Amazon. “We deserved more, we played really well against a great
team, and we had the chances to win the game... It’s a real shame
as you can’t lose a game like that.”

Chances go begging
Madrid however are not top of the group as that honour goes

to Sheriff Tiraspol, who downed Shakhtar Donetsk 2-0 in a dream
start to life in the Champions League. “This was the toughest
game of the group,” Ancelotti told Amazon. “Inter kept up a
tremendous rhythm in the first half, while we managed to control
the game better after the break. “However, I was pleased with the
team being able to defend deep. That’s a good sign as a team that
knows how to get through tough periods is a good one.”

Inter dominated the early exchanges and should have been at
least one goal ahead midway through the first half after getting at
a Madrid defense which had conceded six goals in their opening
four La Liga matches.

First, Lautaro Martinez managed to work space for a close-
range shot in the sixth minute which was directed straight at
Thibaut Courtois, and three minutes later Edin Dzeko drew the
best out of the Belgian. The Bosnia forward managed to break the
offside trap following a slick passing move but couldn’t direct his
shot past the onrushing Courtois, and Milan Skriniar headed a
presentable chance wide at the following corner.

In the 19th minute Martinez wasted Inter’s biggest opportunity
of the half, heading straight at Courtois after finding himself com-
pletely unmarked by the penalty spot when Ivan Perisic’s pinpoint
cross arrived. And they were lucky to not be punished for their
wastefulness by Eder Militao 20 minutes later when the Brazilian
somehow headed wide from a corner from point-blank range.

Marcel Brozovic then fired just wide from the edge of the
penalty area before Dzeko became the latest Inter player who
couldn’t find a way past Courtois when he hit another great
chance straight at the 29-year-old. Madrid came out on the front
foot after the break, but it was again Inter who had the first real
chance through Dzeko, whose header was batted away, and then
Skriniar, who couldn’t quite force home the opener on the re-
bound.

The away side then came back into the game and forced a save
from Samir Handanovic just before the hour mark through Dani
Carvajal. They pushed Inter back but struggled to get past their
well-organized back three until substitute Rodrygo silenced the
rowdy Inter crowd with his late winner. —AFP

Rodrygo punishes wasteful Inter
with late winner for Real Madrid

Bellingham inspires
Dortmund to
win at Besiktas
ISTANBUL: England midfielder Jude Bellingham shone
with a goal, then an assist and a kiss for Erling Haaland as
Borussia Dortmund kicked off their Champions League
campaign with a 2-1 win at Besiktas. Bellingham silenced
the boisterous crowd in Istanbul with the opening goal and
then unpicked the home defense to serve up a simple tap-
in for Haaland to claim his 21st goal in his 17th Champions
League game.

It stayed 2-0 until Javi Montero headed in a consolation
goal for Besiktas deep in added time. “It’s a brilliant atmos-
phere and a pleasure to play in front of these fans,” Belling-
ham told DAZN, “but the most important thing was to put in
that performance and get the win. It was end to end, a bit
like basketball, but we were just more clinical.”

Haaland was full of praise for Bellingham, who planted a
kiss on his team-mate’s cheek during his post-match inter-
view. “He’s amazing, he’s 18, three years younger than me -
it’s crazy,” said Haaland. The towering striker underlined his
reputation as a prolific scorer, taking his tally to 14 goals in
10 games this season for Dortmund and Norway. “It was a
really hard game, the pitch wasn’t good, but we fought and
did good, so I am happy with the win,” said Haaland.

“I love the Champions League and, I mean, I am a goal-
scorer, that’s my job,” Haaland added when asked about his
Champions League record. Haaland and Bellingham bumped
chests to celebrate the second goal, but the club reportedly
faces a fight to keep both young stars past this season with
Europe’s elite tracking the pair. —AFP

LISBON: Ajax Amsterdam’s Ivory Coast striker Sebastien Haller
marked his Champions League debut with four goals in a 5-1
romp at Sporting Lisbon on Wednesday. Haller, who moved from
West Ham for 22.5 million euros in January after netting 14 times
in 54 outings for the Londoners, scored in the second, ninth, 53rd
and 63rd minutes.

The 27-year-old has been in a rich vein of form recently hav-
ing also scored twice in nine minutes to give the Ivory Coast a
2-1 World Cup qualifying win over Cameroon last week. “I still
don’t believe it. It’s kind of a dream. I couldn’t expect more than
this. I am just happy and trying to enjoy tonight,” said Haller. It

was a remarkable performance by Haller who missed out on
playing in the Europa League last season after Ajax forgot to
register him following the player’s switch from West Ham.

“I just tried to be not too emotional because being so young
and playing these kind of games it’s a dream, so I was just fo-
cused on doing my job, focusing on the other team, tactically,
physically and today I thank to my team-mates for all this,” Haller
told uefa.com.

Steven Berghuis added the other goal for the four-time Eu-
ropean champions with Paulinho grabbing a consolation for the
Portuguese side in the Group C clash. —AFP

MILAN: Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Rodrygo celebrates after opening the
scoring during the UEFA Champions League Group D football match between Inter
Milan and Real Madrid on Wednesday at the San Siro stadium in Milan. —AFP

Haller scores four on Champions 
League debut in Ajax romp


