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KINSHASA: Frozen chicken, deemed more convenient and
cheaper than fresh poultry that needs to be killed and plucked, is
hugely popular in Kinshasa where residents have grown depend-
ent on it. So much so that it is at the heart of a battle between the
Congolese government, which has promised to slash the prices of
basic necessities including frozen goods, and importers and
wholesalers, who refuse to play ball.

The result? Prices have actually increased as the murky, cor-
rupt sector’s players continue their dubious trading practices. At
a frozen goods stall in the capital’s sprawling Gambela market,
Sandra has had to forgo her usual 10-kg (22-pound) box of frozen
chicken. It “used to be 42,000 Congolese francs ($21), now it’s
56,000 ($28),” said the mother of three, who declined to give her
family name. That’s too expensive for her, so she resorts to buying
frozen sausages and fries instead.

Lack of local produce 
Kinshasa has been dependent on imported frozen food for

years-there just isn’t enough local produce to sustain this bustling,
12-million-strong city. The larger-scale agro-industry, meanwhile,
has never taken off, beset by corruption.

In June, faced with a population struggling to make ends meet
in a faltering economy made worse by the COVID-19 pandemic,
the government announced it would slash the prices of frozen
goods as well as domestic air fares. It ordered importers to halve
the price of 10-kg boxes of frozen chicken.

Frozen shad and pork chops were also targeted, albeit with a
smaller price cut. Authorities claim importers are charging too

much for these goods, deliberately underestimating their value to
pay lower customs taxes, and then selling them to wholesalers at
a real or inflated value.

The wholesalers themselves then hoard the goods or slow
down their sales to local shops, squeezing the supply of frozen
produce on the market and causing prices to rise, authorities say.
At Gambela market, asked why she buys frozen goods imported
from countries as far away as Brazil, Belgium, Argentina, the
United States and China, sometimes stored in dubious conditions,
Sandra responds it is just more convenient than buying live
chicken. And usually, it’s cheaper.

Government intervention 
“Reducing the price of frozen food is a good decision”, says

Hugues, manager of the frozen foods store “The Resurrection”.
But he says that in practice, it’s just not happening.

“The importers are Lebanese, Indian... they control the mar-
ket,” he says. “The wholesalers don’t want to lower the prices
(and) we can’t do it either.” Refusing to take responsibility for the
blockage, frozen goods stores went on strike for two days earlier
this month. But the system is corrupt and lacks transparency, mak-
ing change difficult.

“Everyone is aware of what is going on,” says one importer,
asking to remain anonymous. The market, he adds, is huge-worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars a day. After weeks of gridlock,
the government has said it will take matters into its own hands
and “flood” the market with frozen goods. The economy ministry
said it plans to buy the produce directly from exporters and dis-

tribute it to stores, cutting out the importers and wholesalers al-
together. “So that products don’t go out of stock and consumers
are not penalised,” it said.

But Michel Bisa Kibul, a politics and governance professor,
said the government’s approach was all wrong. They should be
“concerned about getting good local produce,” and supporting
DR Congo’s agro-industry instead of wanting to flood the market
“with cheap frozen goods”, he said. —AFP 

Kinshasa in frozen chicken battle
Govt wants to slash poultry prices, but importers, wholesalers refuse to play ball

KINSHASA: Freshly roasted chickens are ready to be sold on the
streets of Kinshasa. —AFP

First Iranian 
fuel deliveries 
reach Lebanon
BEIRUT: Dozens of tanker trucks carry-
ing Iranian fuel arranged by militant group
Hezbollah arrived in shortage-hit Lebanon
yesterday, an AFP correspondent re-
ported. As they entered from Syria
through an illegal crossing in the eastern
region of Hermel, the trucks were greeted
by Hezbollah supporters waving the
group’s yellow flag and ululating women
tossing rice and rose petals.

Hassan Nasrallah, the Iranian-backed
group’s leader, had promised in August he
would bring fuel from Iran to alleviate the
rationing that is sowing chaos across the
country. Lebanon defaulted on its debt last
year and can no longer afford to import
key goods, including petrol and diesel to
power generators. A first Iranian ship
reached the Syrian port of Baniyas earlier
this week. The cargo was offloaded there
and trucked to Lebanon, the first of several
planned deliveries.

A total of 80 trucks carrying four mil-
lion liters (more than one million gallons)
of petrol entered Lebanon yesterday and
were expected to fill the tanks of Al-
Amana, a fuel distribution company which
is owned by Hezbollah and has been under
US sanctions since February 2020.

“This is humanitarian aid that will meet
the needs of the population,” said Jawad, a

50-year-old Hermel resident who was
among the crowd gathered to welcome the
convoy. Hezbollah “is not replacing the
state, it’s a temporary measure until the
state can deliver its duties,” he said.

Nasrallah’s announcement last month
was a boon for the Tehran-backed move-
ment and prompted several other fuel sup-
ply schemes via other regional powers to
be announced. A government lineup that
had been over a year in the works was fi-
nally announced last week. The main pri-
ority of Prime Minister Najib Mikati’s

cabinet will be to guarantee petrol and
electricity supplies and curb other short-
ages that are crippling the country.

The amount of Iranian petrol being de-
livered can only meet a small part of the
demand in Lebanon, where motorists
spend hours-sometimes days-in queues
to fill up. The country of six million is ex-
periencing its worst ever financial crisis,
with a currency that has lost 90 percent
of its value, people’s savings trapped in
banks and qualified labor emigrating in
droves. —AFP

Kenyans voice fury 
over fuel price hike
NAIROBI: Kenyans voiced fury yesterday at a jump in fuel
prices, which threaten to pile on the misery for a population al-
ready suffering economic hardship because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Fuel prices are now at record levels after the country’s energy
regulator this week put an end to subsidies on petrol, diesel and
kerosene that were introduced earlier this year to ease anger over
the surging cost of living. The East African economic powerhouse
has suffered huge job losses as gross domestic product shrank
last year for the first time in three decades, with Covid-19 batter-
ing usually strong sectors like tourism. The scrapping of the sub-
sidies, which took effect on Wednesday, increased the price of
petrol in Nairobi by about six percent to a maximum of almost
135 shillings (about $1.2 or 1.0 euro) a liter. And the cost is set to
rise further with the introduction of a near five percent excise
duty on fuel from October 1.

“The increase in fuel is just ridiculous, it shows that the gov-
ernment is not in touch with the reality on the ground, how do
they want us to survive,” said James Mwangi, 42, a second-hand
car dealer in Nairobi. “Any increase in fuel prices means an in-
crease in many other things.”

Mercilyne Njeri, 35, who works at a 5-star hotel in Nairobi,
says she is already trying to survive on 60 percent of her usual
salary. “The government is not realistic, you cannot increase fuel
prices at a time we are suffering from tough economic times
brought about by Covid-19 challenges.”

The Consumers Federation of Kenya (Cofek) warned of a huge
hit on the economy-”high cost of production, surge in food prices,
transport and overall, a higher cost of living”. “The foreign direct
investments as well as consumer purchasing power will be driven
south for a struggling economy reeling under the Covid-19 pan-
demic,” it said in a statement Wednesday. Kenyan consumers pay
several taxes on fuel, which account for the vast bulk of the price
charged by pump operators. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese celebrate with flags as tankers carrying Iranian fuel arrive from Syria at
Al-Ain in Hermel in east Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley yesterday. —AFP


