
‘Really alive’: France
unveils wrapped 
Arc de Triomphe

President Emmanuel Macron was set to
unveil a strange and spectacular sight
in Paris yesterday: the entire 50-metre-

high Arc de Triomphe wrapped in fabric, ful-
filling the long-held dream of late artist
Christo. After weeks of preparation, the fin-
ishing touches are being put to the transfor-
mation of one of France’s most iconic monu-
ments ahead of its opening to the public this
weekend. At a press conference earlier in the
day, Culture Minister Roselyne Bachelot
called it “a posthumous testament to an artis-
tic genius” and “a wonderful gift to Parisians,
to the French, and to all art-lovers.”

The imposing war memorial has been
wrapped in 25,000 square meters (270,000
square feet) of silver-blue recyclable
polypropylene. It is the signature of Christo,
the Bulgarian-born artist who died last year,
who had dreamt of sheathing the monument
since renting a nearby apartment in the
1960s. Despite completing other major public
works during his lifetime, including wrapping
the oldest bridge in Paris in 1985 and the
German parliament in 1995, the Arc de
Triomphe project never materialized before
his death. The completion of his vision —
and that of his co-designer and wife Jeanne-
Claude — has been overseen by his nephew
Vladimir Javacheff in coordination with the
Pompidou museum and French authorities.
“Christo always said the hardest part is get-

ting the permissions,” Javacheff told
reporters with a smile.

“When you realize that this is really alive,
for me and for my team, when you realise
this fragility, this beauty, it is quite amazing.”
Protective barriers will be removed on
Saturday, allowing the public to get up close
to the transformed monument. The wrapping
will then stay in place until October 3.—ÅFP
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Clint Eastwood
back in the 
saddle at 91 for
‘Cry Macho’

At the age of 91, Clint Eastwood is not
just directing but also climbing back in
the saddle, and even throwing a punch

for his new Western “Cry Macho.” The legen-
darily prolific Hollywood star has never shown
much interest in retiring and appears on-
screen in the movie, out Friday, as a former
rodeo champion tasked with one last job. Mike
Milo (Eastwood) must travel to Mexico and
retrieve his former boss’s son Rafo, teaching
him to ride horses in the process. “This picture
came along about 40 years ago,” recalls
Eastwood in the film’s production notes.

“I’m too young for this part, why don’t I
direct it and we’ll get Robert Mitchum?” he told
a producer at the time. But with his career now
well into its seventh decade, Eastwood decid-
ed to take on the role himself-to the delight of
long-time collaborator and producer Tim
Moore. “The thing that everybody loves to see
is Clint in a cowboy hat and on a horse,”
Moore told the recent CinemaCon gathering in
Las Vegas. “He hasn’t been on a horse since
‘Unforgiven,’” he said, referring to the 1992
Oscar-winning film. “The first day that we
filmed the scene of him up on the horse, the
crew were just all so excited. It was a special
moment.” Eastwood, a multiple Oscar-winner
born in 1930, first came to global stardom as
an actor in seminal Westerns “A Fistful of
Dollars,” “For a Few Dollars More” and “The
Good, the Bad and the Ugly.” His output as a
director since 1971’s “Play Misty for Me” has
been prolific and diverse, and he has spoken
in interviews of his desire to keep working as
long as he finds projects that are “worth study-
ing.” While he did announce his retirement
from acting after 2008’s “Gran Torino,”
Eastwood returned in front of the camera four
years later in “Trouble with the Curve,” and
again in 2018’s “The Mule.”—AFP

In this file photo Director and actor Clint Eastwood
attends the “Richard Jewell” world premiere gala
screening during AFI FEST 2019 Presented By Audi
at TCL Chinese Theatre. — AFP 

A photograph shows the Arc de Triomphe, in Paris,
wrapped in silver-blue fabric as it was designed by
the late artist Christo. — AFP 

Elton John 

Elton John has postponed European and
US dates of his “Farewell Yellow Brick
Road” tour due to hip surgery, the singer

announced yesterday. “At the end of my sum-
mer break I fell awkwardly on a hard surface
and have been in considerable pain and dis-
comfort in my hip ever since,” the 74-year-old
star said in a statement. “Despite intensive
physio and specialist treatment, the pain has
continued to get worse and is leading to
increasing difficulties moving,” he added. The
‘rocket man’s’ long-running farewell tour began
in 2018 but many of the original 300 dates were
delayed due to the pandemic. His scheduled
appearances for late 2021 have now been
rescheduled for the following year. 

John announced this month that he had
completed an album, “The Lockdown

Sessions”, with collaborations including Gorillaz
and Miley Cyrus, to be released in October. He
said he will still perform on September 25 as
part of the mammoth series of Global Citizen
gigs happening around the world. “After this I
will be having the operation to ensure the tour
can get back on the road in January of 2022 in
New Orleans,” he said. “It breaks my heart to
keep you waiting any longer. I completely feel
your frustrations after the year we’ve had. I
promise you this-the shows will return to the
road next year and I will make sure they are
more than worth the wait.” Currently, John’s last
shows are scheduled for Auckland, New
Zealand in early 2023. — AFP 

The White House has offered to arrange a
phone call between Nicki Minaj and one
of its doctors, multiple US outlets report-

ed, after the rapper sparked widespread deri-
sion over claims a cousin’s friend had become
impotent after receiving a Covid-19 vaccine.
Minaj on Wednesday claimed she had been
invited to the White House in the wake of her
viral tweets about an unnamed acquaintance in
her native Trinidad and Tobago-an invitation
she said she accepted.

But a White House official told multiple US
outlets that Minaj had only been offered an
educational phone call. “As we have with oth-
ers, we offered a call with Nicki Minaj and one
of our doctors to answer questions she has
about the safety and effectiveness of the vac-
cine,” the official said. The Grammy-nominated
rapper sparked a media storm Monday when
she said she had skipped New York’s star-stud-
ded Met Gala this week due to its requirement
that attendees be vaccinated, saying she
would only get the jab once she had “done
enough research”. —AFP


