
BEIJING: Three people were killed and dozens injured when a
shallow earthquake struck southwestern China yesterday, trigger-
ing the second-highest level of emergency response by rescuers
in Sichuan province.

The quake struck Luxian county before dawn yesterday
around 120 kilometers southwest of the sprawling megacity of
Chongqing, which along with its surrounding area is home to
around 30 million people. Rescue workers rushed to lift people
from beneath rubble, moving them out of damaged buildings on
stretchers, footage from the Sichuan Fire Brigade showed. Over a
thousand houses in Luxian were reduced to rubble and nearly
30,000 others were damaged, Sichuan authorities said.

Local media published images of collapsed ceilings in a hos-
pital as residents milled around in the streets after warnings not
to return indoors. The US Geological Survey put the magnitude
of the quake at 5.4 but the China Earthquake Networks Centre
measured it at magnitude 6.0. Both put it at a shallow depth of 10
kilometers (six miles).

Sichuan authorities said the seismic event left “three dead,
three seriously injured and 85 slightly injured”. At least 10,000
people have been moved into emergency shelters, according to
the county government. Footage from Luxian by state broadcaster
CCTV showed workers climbing up ladders in pouring rain to re-
move hazardous debris hanging off buildings, including half-bro-
ken panes of glass.

Students had evacuated their dormitories in the dark earlier
yesterday while clutching umbrellas and wearing backpacks, in

another video from the Sichuan Daily.

Power cuts 
Authorities downplayed the immediate threat of a larger after-

shock. “It is unlikely there will be a larger earthquake in the area
in the near future, but aftershocks will continue for some time,”
Du Bin, deputy chief of the Sichuan Earthquake Administration,
told reporters. State-run CGTN shared security camera footage
showing TVs and refrigerators shaking on the walls of houses as
the quake struck, as ornaments smashed onto floors and cracks
ran through buildings.

Bricks were strewn across roads and trees felled in some areas,
the images showed. Multiple electricity lines were disrupted and
62,000 households were hit by power cuts after the earthquake,
the local government in Sichuan said in a Weibo post. Traffic on
highways passing through the area has been rerouted to make
way for emergency vehicles and to avoid damaged roads, the local
government said.

China is regularly hit by earthquakes, especially in its moun-
tainous western and southwestern regions.

A powerful 7.9-magnitude quake in Sichuan province in 2008
left 87,000 people dead or missing. Among them were thousands
of children, killed when poorly constructed school buildings col-
lapsed, but the government failed to release an exact number of
dead as the issue took on a political dimension.

Police detained activists who attempted to count the number
of children who had died and mark the buildings that collapsed

amid suspicions of poor construction. Yesterday’s quake comes
months after a series of strong earthquakes shook sparsely pop-
ulated areas in northwest and southwest China in May, killing at
least two people and injuring dozens. — AFP 
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Shallow earthquake hits China’s 
Sichuan, three killed, dozens hurt

Tremor triggers second-highest level of emergency response by rescuers

Indonesia court finds
president negligent
over in landmark case
JAKARTA: In a landmark victory for Indonesian envi-
ronment campaigners, a court yesterday ordered Pres-
ident Joko Widodo to clean up Jakarta’s notorious air
pollution, ruling that the leader and other top officials
had been negligent in protecting citizens. The capital
and its surroundings form a megacity of about 30 mil-
lion people, which routinely ranks among the most pol-
luted cities in the world.

Experts have warned for years about the threat
posed by Jakarta’s smog to the health of residents, es-
pecially children. A group of 32 activists and citizens
impacted by pollution had filed the lawsuit two years
ago, accusing Widodo, as well as his ministers for
health, home and environment, and the governor of
Jakarta, of negligence over the state of the city’s envi-
ronment. The officials were found to have “violated the
law”, presiding judge Saifuddin Zuhri of the Central
Jakarta District Court said, ordering them to tighten en-
vironmental regulations and enforcement.

They asked the officials to especially crack down on
the pollution generated by vehicles and the coal-fired
power plants around Jakarta, including with sanctions
for violations. The judges also told authorities to im-
prove air monitoring systems and make pollution data
public. The petitioners had not asked the court for any
monetary compensation. Ayu Eza Tiara, a lawyer for the
plaintiffs, said that the defendants must accept their
“defeat” and comply with the ruling.

There was no immediate response from Widodo or
the other officials found negligent by the court.

Outdoor air pollution causes an estimated 4.2 million
premature deaths around the world, hitting poor and
middle-income countries such as Indonesia hardest, ac-
cording to the World Health Organization. Indonesian
activists say standards have improved in recent years,
but are far from what is needed. They have also warned
that smog can make the effects of COVID-19 worse, in
addition to aggravating asthma and other respiratory
problems. Jakarta residents got some respite when
pandemic restrictions reduced traffic, but air pollution
has slowly returned. —AFP

JAKARTA: This aerial photo taken Wednesday shows motorists
commuting on a road in Jakarta. —AFP

LUZHOU, China: Residents look out from a tent set up for people dis-
placed by a 5.4 earthquake that killed three and injured a dozen in
Luzhou, in China’s southwestern Sichuan province yesterday. —AFP

Former women’s empowerment
minister to run for Japan PM
TOKYO: Japan’s former women’s empowerment minister Seiko Noda an-
nounced her last-minute run for leadership of the ruling party yesterday, the day
before campaigning begins. The winner of the September 29 vote will become
prime minister days later and lead the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) into a
general election by late November. Noda,
61, has served as internal affairs minister as
well as minister for gender equality and
women’s empowerment, and was at one
time hailed as Japan’s most likely first female
prime minister. But she is seen as a long shot
to win, and her late candidature indicates
she may have struggled to gather the nec-
essary support from fellow LDP lawmakers.

She joins vaccine chief Taro Kono, mod-
erate Fumio Kishida and divisive right-
winger Sanae Takaichi-another rare woman
at the top of Japanese politics-in the race.
Announcing her candidature at the LDP
headquarters in Tokyo, the veteran law-
maker outlined her vision of a more inclu-
sive Japan. “I want to create a conservative
politics in which those who could not take centre stage before, such as women,
children, the elderly and the disabled, can live comfortably in this society,” she
said.  Noda highlighted her long experience despite her relative lack of political
clout, saying she would give details of her manifesto on Friday. “The policies of
each candidate are brilliant, but I can hardly find any policies that can encourage
vulnerable people, which I have tackled as a politician,” she said. “Although I
don’t have much power, I promise to work hard with my colleagues.” — AFP
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