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MANILA: President Rodrigo Duterte will not cooperate with the
International Criminal Court’s probe into the Philippines’ drug
war, his lawyer said yesterday, after its judges found the crack-
down could be a crime against humanity. ICC judges authorized
Wednesday a full-blown investigation into Duterte’s anti-nar-
cotics campaign, which rights groups estimate has killed tens of
thousands of people, saying it resembled an illegitimate and sys-
tematic attack on civilians.

Duterte “will not cooperate since first of all, the Philippines has
left the Rome Statute, so the ICC no longer has jurisdiction over
the country”, chief presidential legal counsel Salvador Panelo told
local radio DZBB.

“The government will not let in any ICC member to collect in-
formation and evidence here in the Philippines. They will be
barred entry.” Duterte pulled Manila out of the Hague-based
court after it launched a preliminary probe, but the ICC said it had
jurisdiction over crimes committed while the Philippines was still
a member.

Rights groups, lawyers and relatives of people killed in the
drug war welcomed the ICC decision.

“I’m glad because this might be a way for us to get justice for
the deaths of our loved ones,” said Corazon Enriquez, who blames
Duterte for the killing of her son during a police raid on their home
in 2016. “That’s what we’re hoping for-for that person responsible
for the deaths of our children and family members to pay.”

Edre Olalia, the president of the National Union of Peoples’
Lawyers, said the organization hoped this was “the beginning of
the end to impunity” while rights group Karapatan said: “Duterte

and his cohorts should be made accountable for these crimes.” 

‘We have hope’ 
Duterte was elected in 2016 on a campaign promise to get rid

of the Philippines’ drug problem, openly ordering police to kill
drug suspects if officers’ lives were in danger. At least 6,181 people
have died in more than 200,000 anti-drug operations conducted
since July 2016, according to the latest official data released by
the Philippines.

ICC prosecutors in court papers estimate the figure to be be-
tween 12,000 and 30,000 dead.

Duterte has repeatedly attacked the world’s only permanent
war crimes court and vowed not to cooperate with its probe.
Presidential spokesman Harry Roque said yesterday Duterte had
“no reaction” to the ICC announcement.

“From the start he has said he will die first before he will face
foreign judges,” Roque told reporters.

“If there are complaints, they have to be adjudged in the Philip-
pines because our courts are functioning, and the ICC court has
no jurisdiction.” But the country’s top judges disagreed, ruling
earlier this year that the ICC can prosecute “government actors”
for alleged crimes committed before the nation withdrew from the
tribunal. The ICC said there was a “reasonable basis” to believe
that the crime against humanity of murder had been committed in
the crackdown. Its investigation will also cover alleged extra-ju-
dicial killings in the southern Davao region between 2011 and
2016, when Duterte was mayor. “If he’s guilty, he should be held
accountable,” said Santos Reario, a barber in the capital Manila.

“Maybe that’s why he’s planning to run for vice president-to es-
cape accountability.”

Duterte, barred under the constitution from seeking a second
term, declared last month he will run for the country’s second-
highest office next year. Critics said the move was partly driven
by fear of criminal charges, though there is debate over whether
the vice president enjoys legal immunity.

Police chief Guillermo Eleazar vowed yesterday to continue the
“aggressive campaign against illegal drugs”, which he said had
contributed to a 64 percent drop in “index crime”, including rob-
bery and murder, in the past five years. —AFP
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UN Council ‘concerned’ 
about ‘major threat’ 
from N Korea missiles
PARIS: The UN Security Council on Wednesday gathered be-
hind closed doors for an emergency meeting about North
Korea’s latest ballistic missile test which member states consider
a “major threat,” the French ambassador said.

In the past, such meetings-this one called by Estonia and
France-have often resulted in a joint statement by European
members of the Security Council. But France’s ambassador to
the UN, Nicolas de Riviere, said there was consensus among
the group. “We all condemned what happened, the tests,” he
said. “Everyone is very concerned about this situation,” de Riv-
iere told several journalists after the 45-minute meeting.

“This is a major threat to peace and security, it’s a clear vi-
olation of the Council’s resolutions,” he added, saying that the
missiles had fallen “within Japan’s exclusive economic zone.” “Of
course we need a political dialogue, a political solution, but the
precondition is compliance (by) the DPRK with UN Security
Council resolutions,” de Riviere said, using an acronym for
North Korea. “It’s a threat to the non-proliferation regime, it’s a
threat to the world, it’s a threat to the neighbors of DPRK: South
Korea, Japan,” he said. He added that no joint draft statement
was expected to come from the Security Council. —AFP

South Korea: New kid
on the SLBM block
SEOUL: Missile test headlines on the Korean peninsula are al-
most invariably about the nuclear-armed North, but this week
the South fired a submarine-launched ballistic missile of its own
as it rapidly scales up its military capabilities.

The successful test puts the South among the elite flotilla of
nations with proven SLBM technology, and Seoul is on a multi-
billion-dollar drive to develop its defense forces. On the other
side of the Demilitarized Zone that splits the peninsula, the North
maintains the world’s largest standing army and has made rapid
progress in its nuclear weapon and ballistic missile programs,
earning it multiple international sanctions.

But Seoul’s SLBMs shift the strategic balance, enabling it to
respond with a surprise second strike even if its land-based
forces were destroyed in a conflict. Wednesday’s launch took
place from the Ahn Chang-ho, a new 3,000-ton missile subma-
rine named after an independence campaigner. Afterwards Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in-who has long pursued engagement with
Pyongyang to bring it to the negotiating table-told the vessel’s
commander: “Activist Ahn Chang-ho remarked in 1921 that ‘The
only thing we can trust and wish for is our strength’.”

South Korea maintains a conscript army to defend it against
the North, which invaded in 1950, and this month unveiled a
blueprint to raise its defense budget to 70 trillion won ($60
billion) by 2026, with a focus on developing “cutting-edge ad-
vanced technologies”. It is adding more Aegis-class destroy-
ers to its navy and building more SLBM submarines, as well
as replacing ageing F-4 and F-5 jets with indigenously-de-

signed KF-21 fighters.
The state Agency for Defense Development (ADD) also un-

veiled a supersonic cruise missile on Wednesday and said it was
pursuing a high-powered ballistic missile able to deliver a sig-
nificantly heavier warhead.

And in July it successfully tested what it called a solid-fuel en-
gine for space rockets, designed to put small satellites into low
Earth orbit. Space rockets and military missiles use similar engine
technology-a correlation previously exploited by the North when
it carried out what it said were satellite launches and others called
disguised missile tests. Solid-fuelled missiles are more mobile and
quicker to deploy than liquid-fuelled ones. —AFP

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte speaks to members of Inter-
Agency Task Force.—AFP

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past a screen displaying a map explaining North
Korea’s missile launch from the land of the country toward the Sea of Japan
during a news broadcast at Akihabara district in Tokyo yesterday.  —AFP


