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LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday sought to
play down Chinese fears that a deal to provide Australia with nuclear-
powered US submarines threatened regional stability.

Johnson told parliament the move, part of a new defense alliance
between Britain, Australia and the United States, was “not intended
to be adversarial”. It “will help to safeguard the peace and security
of the Indo-Pacific”, he said, adding that the deal reflected “the close
relationship that we have with the United States and with Australia,
the shared values that we have and the sheer level of trust”.

Britain in March unveiled plans to pivot its strategic focus to-
wards Asia as part of the government’s Integrated Review of foreign
and defense policy. The move follows the country’s full departure
from the European Union in January this year, and its efforts to
forge closer trade ties with Asian countries. Johnson acknowledged
that the region was becoming “the geo-political center of the
world”. “If there was ever any question about Global Britain’s tilt
towards the Indo-Pacific... then this partnership with Australia and
the US provides the answer,” he said.

“It amounts to a new pillar of our strategy, demonstrating Britain’s
generational commitment to the security of the Indo-Pacific and
showing exactly how we can help one of our oldest friends promote
regional stability.”

Johnson, his Australian counterpart Scott Morrison and US
President Joe Biden announced the new defence pact-AUKUS-on
Wednesday evening. It has been seen as a demonstration of West-
ern concern about China’s growing influence in the region, and the

pace and size of its military expansion.

‘Cold War mentality’ 
The president of the Beijing-based Center for China and Global-

ization think-tank, Henry Wang, told BBC radio the new defense al-
liance was “part of a Cold War mentality”. “I think there’s a question
over the purpose of setting up such an alliance in peacetime in the
21st century,” he added. Diplomatic ties between London and Beijing
have been strained, notably over concerns about an authoritarian
crackdown in Britain’s former colony of Hong Kong.

This week, China’s ambassador to London was banned from
speaking to pro-Beijing lawmakers at parliament, after China sanc-
tioned critical British MPs. China has also been angered at British
criticism of alleged human rights abuses against Uyghur Muslims in
the Xinjiang region.

France called Australia’s move to secure nuclear-powered subs
from the United States “a stab in the back” after it abandoned a con-
tract for diesel-powered subs. British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace
said London was not out to “antagonize the French” but accepted
their frustration.

Wallace told the BBC television: “I understand France’s disap-
pointment... the Australians have taken this decision that they want
to make a change. “We didn’t go fishing for that but as a close ally,
when the Australians approached us, of course we would consider it.
I understand France’s frustration about it.”

Wallace told Sky News separately France remained one of

Britain’s closest military allies, adding: “We have no intention of doing
anything to antagonize the French.” “It’s right that the UK, alongside
other allies such as Australia stand up for the rules-based system and
international law,” he told the BBC.  —AFP

UK PM: Australia nuke sub deal 
will help peace in Indo-Pacific 

Johnson seeks to play down Chinese fears

Police arrest four 
over foiled German 
synagogue attack
BERLIN: German police said yesterday they had arrested four sus-
pects over a foiled attack on a synagogue on Yom Kippur, the holiest
day of the Jewish year. The case revived memories of an attack two
years ago outside a synagogue in the eastern German city of Halle,
when a neo-Nazi gunman sought to storm the Jewish temple while
worshippers were inside marking Yom Kippur.

There was a huge police deployment late Wednesday at the syn-
agogue in the western city of Hagen, which was forced to cancel an
event over the threat. “There was a danger of an attack on the syn-
agogue in Hagen,” said Herbert Reul, the interior minister for the
state of North Rhine-Westphalia, adding that police forces “likely
prevented it”. Investigators were searching sites in the city, said po-
lice on Twitter, adding that a 16-year-old Hagen resident figured
among four people arrested.

Both Spiegel weekly and Bild daily had reported without quoting
sources that a foreign intelligence service had passed on a tip that a
16-year-old Syrian was planning an explosives attack on a syna-
gogue. In the 2019 attack, a bolted door at the synagogue was the
only thing that prevented the assailant from carrying out the blood-
bath. After failing to gain entry, he shot dead a female passer-by and
a man at a kebab shop.

The gunman, Stephan Balliet, was sentenced to life in prison in
2020 over the assault that nearly became the country’s worst anti-
Semitic atrocity since World War II. —AFP

Canada’s tight election
heads into final stretch
RUSSEL, Canada: Tensions are mounting four days ahead of Canada’s leg-
islative elections as Liberal Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called on citizens
to “vote strategically” to block a Conservative surge as he faces a potential
defeat at the hands of rookie Tory leader Erin O’Toole. According to polls,
the two major parties that have ruled Canada since its 1867 confederation
are in a statistical dead heat, each garnering the support of 32 percent of re-
spondents, while the leftist New Democratic Party trails far behind.

If the numbers hold, Canada could see a repeat of the 2019 general elec-
tion in which Trudeau’s once-mighty juggernaut party was reduced to a mi-
nority government. “The fight is escalating between the two political parties,”
pollster Jean-Marc Leger told AFP.

And as none of the party leaders “seem to have made an impression on
voters, it looks like it will be a vote by elimination rather than a vote based on
convictions,” he said. When Trudeau pulled the plug on his government at
the beginning of August in order to force snap elections, he was riding high
in the polls. Canadians were strongly supportive of his pandemic response,
which saw hundreds of billions of dollars doled out to support workers and
businesses through the crisis. And the nation’s COVID vaccine rollout was
going well, despite initial missteps.

‘Taking Canada back’ 
It seemed a good time to try to regain a majority in a third term. Trudeau

remains Canadians’ top choice for prime minister, but scandals and ethics
lapses have tarnished his golden boy image, while his administration is show-
ing signs of wear after six years in office. Calling an election just as the nation
emerges from the pandemic has also riled many voters, which opposition
leaders have picked up on to smear Trudeau. “There are more people who
have a poor opinion of Justin Trudeau today than there were before the cam-
paign,” said Leger.

Looking to break the deadlock, Trudeau has made a last-ditch appeal

to voters who are considering supporting the New Democratic Party and
its leader, Jagmeet Singh, to instead vote Liberal in order to avoid splitting
progressives and giving rise to a Tory government. “We are the only ones
positioned to stop Erin O’Toole and the Conservatives from taking Canada
back,” Trudeau said at a whistlestop in the Atlantic port city of Halifax on
Wednesday. He assailed the Tories over their rejection of mandatory vac-
cines, and on their proposed climate plan, which Trudeau said is far less
ambitious than his own. Singh, meanwhile, berated Trudeau for pushing
strategic voting, saying “Mr. Trudeau has shown again and again that he is
not the progressive option.”

“Don’t be afraid” to vote your conscience, he told Canadians, while
challenging Trudeau’s climate record by noting that Canada is the only
G7 nation to see its carbon emissions rise over the past six years. Cam-
paigning in vote-rich Quebec province, O’Toole held back no punches
on Wednesday. —AFP

LONDON: A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parlia-
mentary Recording Unit (PRU) shows Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson
giving a statement on new defense pact in the House of Commons in London
yesterday. —AFP

RUSSELL, Canada: Canada’s Conservative Party Leader Erin O’Toole (right)
shows the party’s platform to a supporter during a campaign stop in Russell,
Ontario. —FP


