
PARIS: France said yesterday its troops deployed in the Sahel
region of Africa had killed the head of Islamic State in the Greater
Sahara (ISGS) extremist group who was wanted for deadly at-
tacks on US soldiers and foreign aid workers. Adnan Abu Walid
Al-Sahrawi formed ISGS in 2015 after splitting with Al-Qaeda
linked jihadists and pledging allegiance to the Islamic State (IS)
group, which at that time controlled swathes of Iraq and Syria.

Sahrawi was “neutralized by French forces,” President Em-
manuel Macron tweeted early yesterday. “This is another major
success in our fight against terrorist groups in the Sahel,” Macron
said. Defense Minister Florence Parly said Sahrawi died following
a strike by France’s Barkhane force, which battles jihadists across
the arid expanses in the Sahel region of Western Africa.

“It is a decisive blow against this terrorist group,” she tweeted.
“The attack was carried out a few weeks ago, and today we are
certain that it was the Number One of ISGS,” Parly told RFI radio
later yesterday, without identifying where Sahrawi was killed.
Sahrawi was “the one we were looking for, since he was the un-
contested, authoritarian leader with no rival” within the jihadist
group, she said.

“When you take out a key link in the chain, you disrupt and
weaken these terrorist groups,” she said, adding that the second-
and third-in-command of ISGS had been “neutralized” over the
spring and summer.

String of killings 
Sahrawi was behind the killing of French aid workers in 2020

and was also wanted by the United States over a deadly 2017 at-
tack on US troops in Niger. The group is also blamed for most of
the jihadist attacks in Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso. The flashpoint
“tri-border” area is frequently targeted by ISGS and the Al-
Qaeda-affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims
(GSIM) with deadly attacks against civilians and soldiers.

The United States had offered a $5 million reward for infor-
mation on the whereabouts of Sahrawi, who was wanted over an
October 4, 2017, attack in Niger that killed four US Special Forces
and four Niger soldiers.

On August 9, 2020, in Niger, the ISGS head personally ordered
the killing of six French aid workers and their Niger guides and
drivers. In late 2019, the group carried out a series of large-scale
attacks against military bases in Mali and Niger. A former member
of Western Sahara’s Polisario Front independence movement,
Sahrawi joined Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and had
also co-led Mujao, a Malian Islamist group responsible for kid-
napping Spanish aid workers in Algeria and a group of Algerian
diplomats in Mali in 2012.

The French military has killed several high-ranking members
of ISGS under its strategy of targeting jihadist leaders since the
start of its military intervention in Mali in 2013. In June this year,
Macron announced a major scaleback in France’s anti-jihadist
Barkhane force in the Sahel after more than eight years of military
presence in the vast region to refocus on counter-terrorism op-
erations and supporting local forces. “The nation is thinking this
evening of all its heroes who died for France in the Sahel in the

Serval and Barkhane operations, of the bereaved families, of all its
wounded,” Macron added in another tweet after Sahrawi was
killed. “Their sacrifice is not in vain. With our African, European
and American partners, we will continue this fight.” —AFP 
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PARIS: (Left to right) French Defense Minister Florence Parly and head of
the directorate general for external security (DGSE) Bernard Emie give a
press conference, yesterday in Paris about the operation by French troops
that led to the killing of the head of IS in the Greater Sahara. — AFP

French forces kill IS Sahel 
jihadist leader wanted by US 

Sahrawi was ‘neutralized’ by France’s Barkhane force 

Mexican city 
becomes ‘prison’ 
for migrants
TAPACHULA, Mexico City:  Tens of thou-
sands of US-bound migrants stranded in an
overcrowded city in southern Mexico are
desperate to escape what they say feels like
a huge open-air prison. “It’s horrible here.
You’re trapped with no way out,” said Fan-
fant Filmonor, a Haitian who arrived in
Tapachula two weeks ago from Brazil, where
he spent three years until losing his job.

The migrants need permits so they can
avoid being deported and continue their
journey, but some have been waiting for
months and despair is growing. Mexican
authorities have arrested more than
147,000 undocumented migrants already
this year-three times more than in the same
period of 2020, according to the National
Migration Institute. Migrants keep pouring
over the border from Guatemala, particu-
larly since US President Joe Biden took of-
fice with a promise of a more humane
approach to immigration. But many reach
a dead end in Tapachula, which rights ac-
tivist Luis Garcia of the Center for Human
Dignification called “the largest immigra-
tion prison in the Americas.”

‘I can’t stay’ 
Filmonor has already traveled through

10 countries to reach Mexico and he is not
ready to give up yet. “I can’t stay here. I
don’t have a job or documents. They won’t
accept me here. No one will be able to
stop me,” the 30-year-old told AFP. He has
a bus ticket to the northern city of Mon-
terrey and plans to try to cross the border-
if he is not arrested along the way.

The police and military monitor the en-
trances and exits of Tapachula, located in
the state of Chiapas, making it almost im-
possible for the undocumented foreigners
to leave. Migrants crowd the city’s main
square, the money transfer offices where
they collect funds sent by relatives, side-
walks or wherever they can find respite
from the suffocating heat. Domingue Paul,
a 40-year-old Haitian who arrived a month
ago from Chile where he lived for five

years, said he hoped to join a sister living
in the United States.

“But if I find a job, I’ll stay here,” he
said. After a catastrophic earthquake killed
around 200,000 people in their country in
2010, many Haitians were welcomed by
South American nations.

However, finding work and renewing their
residence permits became difficult for those
migrants who are now chasing the American
dream instead. Paul, his partner and two small
children are surviving on money sent by his
sister while he struggles to get an appoint-
ment with the Mexican Commission for
Refugee Assistance. The organization is
overwhelmed by a deluge of requests for
documents. So far this year it has arranged
about 77,559 permits for migrants, com-
pared with 70,400 for all of 2019. —AFP 

Nigeria probes claim air
strike killed civilians
KANO: Nigeria’s air force said yesterday it was investigating reports
that civilians were ‘erroneously killed’ in air strikes on Boko Haram
jihadists in northern Yobe state. Residents of Buhari village in
Yunusari district near the border with Niger told AFP that 10 people
were killed and at least 19 injured during air strikes on Wednesday.

The air force did not confirm or deny the alleged death toll.
“Reports reaching (the) Nigerian Air Force Headquarters alleged
that some civilians were erroneously killed while others were in-
jured,” spokesman Edward Gabkwet said in a statement. Accord-
ing to initial information, he said, the aircraft was “not carrying
bombs”. But “a board of inquiry has been set up to thoroughly in-
vestigate the circumstances of the incident,” he said. Several res-
idents said that three fighter jets flew over the village and one of
them opened fire. “There was an air strike by a military jet on
Buhari village yesterday which left some casualties,” Alhaji Bukar
Gaji, a local politician said.

“We buried 10 people... and 22 were taken to the general hos-
pital in (nearby) Geidam town,” resident Grema Zanna told AFP.
Another resident, Masida Kyari, who gave a similar death toll said
“three jets flew over the village and one of them opened fire.”
Nigeria has been fighting a 12-year-old jihadist insurrection in the
northeast that has killed more than 40,000 people and displaced
nearly two million from their homes. There have been at least two
previous incidents of civilians killed in air strikes. Karim Modu,
from an anti-jihadist militia in Geidam who was at the hospital on
Wednesday, said he saw 19 people with serious injuries including
“burns, fissures and fractures”. Some with more serious injuries
were transferred to a hospital in the state capital Damaturu. The
air force said it had dispatched one aircraft to an area along the
Nigeria/Niger border on Wednesday, “to respond to the sus-
pected terrorist activities.” —AFP 

Migrants queue outside banks to collect money sent by relatives in the city of Tapachula in southern
Mexico. —AFP


