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MOGADISHU, Somalia: Somalia’s president
said yesterday he had withdrawn the executive
powers of the prime minister, the latest twist in
a feud that has plunged the country into a deep
political crisis. The move by President Mohamed
Abdullahi Mohamed, who is popularly known as
Farmajo, came despite efforts by Somali politi-
cians to defuse the escalating tensions with
Prime Minister Mohamed Hussein Roble.

“The prime minister has violated the transi-
tional constitution so his executive powers are
withdrawn... especially his powers to remove
and to appoint officials, until the election is
completed,” the president’s office said in a
statement. The two men have locked horns over
hirings and firings in Somalia’s security agencies
in a dispute that has raised fears for the stability
of the country as it struggles to hold long-de-
layed elections and keep an Islamist insurgency
at bay. The power struggle became public last
week when Roble sacked Somalia’s intelligence
chief over his handling of a high-profile probe
into the disappearance of a young agent.

Farmajo overruled the prime minister, ap-
pointing the dumped intelligence official as his
national security adviser. The row has threat-

ened to throw an already fragile electoral
process into deeper peril, and the UN Assistance
Mission in Somalia last week urged both leaders
to stop bickering and focus on the elections.

‘Playing with fire’ 
Farmajo’s four-year mandate expired in

February, but was extended by parliament in
April, triggering deadly gun battles in Mo-
gadishu, with some rivals viewing it as a fla-
grant power grab. Roble cobbled together a
new timetable for a vote, but the process has
fallen behind, and last week he accused Far-
majo of trying to reclaim “election and security
responsibilities” from him. On Sunday, Roble
sought to reassure UN diplomats about the
status of the vote, saying the country was
“committed to hold the elections as planned”.

Elections in Somalia follow a complex indi-
rect model, whereby state legislatures and clan
delegates pick lawmakers for the national par-
liament, who in turn choose the president. The
next phase is scheduled for between October
1 and November 25 with elections for the lower
house of parliament, but voting has yet to take
place in some states for the upper house as

previously scheduled. Analysts say the election
impasse has distracted from Somalia’s larger
problems, most notably the violent Al-Shabaab
insurgency.

The Al-Qaeda allies were driven out of Mo-
gadishu a decade ago but retain control of
swathes of countryside and continue to stage
deadly attacks. “Somalia’s factions are playing
with fire. All sides need to de-escalate,” the In-
ternational Crisis Group said in a report issued

earlier this week.
“International partners should publicly

name spoilers, threaten sanctions if they do not
change course and prepare targeted measures
against those who continue destabilizing be-
havior,” it said. “Both sides need to take a step
back from the brink. Rather than constantly
finding new issues over which to duel, they
should instead focus on bringing the long-
overdue elections to completion.” —AFP
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At least 50 killed in Yemen 
clashes: Military sources
DUBAI: At least 50 rebels and pro-government troops, including a high-ranking
officer, have been killed in clashes in Yemen’s central province of Al-Bayda, military
sources told AFP yesterday. “A colonel and 19 other loyalists were killed in the past
24 hours in fighting with the Houthi insurgents in Al-Bayda district,” a government
military official said. “Thirty rebels also met their fate in battlefield clashes and air
strikes.” The Houthis rarely report casualty numbers but the figures were confirmed
by other military sources.

The Iran-backed rebels have made advances in Al-Bayda province in recent
weeks as they also fight for control of the strategic city of Marib in the north. In Feb-
ruary, the Houthis escalated their efforts to seize Marib, the government’s last toehold
in the north, and the fighting has killed hundreds on both sides. Control of the oil-
rich province would strengthen the Houthis’ bargaining position in peace talks. The
battle for Marib has also raised fears of a humanitarian catastrophe, as many Yemenis
have fled to the area to escape fighting in other parts of the country.

The conflict in Yemen flared in 2014 when the Houthis seized the capital Sanaa,
prompting Saudi-led intervention to prop up the internationally recognized gov-
ernment the following year. Since then, tens of thousands have been killed and mil-
lions pushed to the brink of famine in what the United Nations calls the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis.

Swedish diplomat Hans Grundberg, the UN’s new envoy for Yemen, arrived in
Riyadh on Wednesday to meet with Yemeni and Saudi officials, marking his first trip
to the kingdom since taking office earlier this month. Also in the Saudi capital was
the US special envoy for Yemen, Tim Lenderking, who met Yemeni Prime Minister
Moeen Abdulmalik Saeed. The two men discussed the latest developments, including
the displacement of millions of civilians in Yemen as well as the targeting of Saudi
Arabia by the Houthi rebels, the prime minister’s office said on Twitter. —AFP

Lebanon blast judge 
issues arrest warrant
for ex-minister 
BEIRUT: The judge leading Lebanon’s investiga-
tion into last year’s devastating Beirut port blast
issued an arrest warrant for an ex-minister who
failed to appear for questioning yesterday, a ju-
dicial source said. “Judge Tareq Bitar issued an
arrest warrant in absentia for former public
works and transportation minister Youssef Feni-
anos,” the source told AFP. Fenianos, 57, headed
the ministry from 2016 to early 2020. His where-
abouts are unknown, but he is thought to be in
Lebanon. The warrant came a day after more
than 140 human rights groups, survivors and rel-
atives of victims called for an international probe
into the country’s worst peace time disaster, as
“Lebanese leaders continue to obstruct, delay,
and undermine the domestic investigation”.

Hundreds of tons of ammonium nitrate fertil-
izer exploded at Beirut’s port on August 4 last
year, killing at least 214 people, injuring thou-
sands, and ravaging entire neighborhoods of the
capital. It emerged later that officials had known
the highly volatile substance had been left to
linger unsafely at the port for years after it was
unloaded in 2014.

But progress in the Lebanese investigation
has been slow. A court threw out a first judge put
in charge of the investigation after he charged
former prime minister Hassan Diab and former
ministers with “negligence and causing death to
hundreds” after all had refused to appear before
him. And officials have been working to hamper
the probe led by his successor Bitar. Parliament
has refused to lift the immunity of three other
former ministers who are also lawmakers so the
judge could question them. And the former inte-
rior minister refused to allow the head of the
General Security agency to be interrogated. Po-
litical parties across the spectrum, including
powerful Shiite movement Hezbollah, have ac-
cused Bitar of “politicizing” the probe.

Bitar in August subpoenaed Lebanon’s then
caretaker premier Diab for interrogation on Sep-
tember 20 after he too failed to show up for
questioning, but he has flown to the United
States on holiday. Diab’s government handed
over to a new cabinet earlier this week after
more than a year of horse-trading over who
would next take the reins of the multi-confes-
sional country. Fenianos’ lawyer, Nazih al-
Khoury, said the arrest warrant was in “blatant
violation of the law”.

“We, as a defense team, are studying the op-
tions we can resort to in the coming days and
that are available to us under the law,” he told
AFP. Observers fear that Bitar, like his predeces-
sor, will be kicked off the investigation. —AFP

This combination of file pictures shows Somalia’s President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed (left), walks to make his
speech during the inauguration ceremony of Djibouti International Free Trade Zone (DIFTZ) in Djibouti and Somalia’s
Prime Minister Mohamed Hussein Roble (right) attending the closing ceremony after reaching an agreement for the
new elections at the National Consultative Council on Elections in Mogadishu. —AFP


