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Biden backs top general
on calls to China over
Trump mental state

Friday

SYDNEY: A file photo shows French President Emmanuel Macron (second left) and Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull (center) standing on the deck of HMAS Waller, a Collins-class sub-
marine operated by the Royal Australian Navy, at Garden Island in Sydney. — AFP

SYDNEY: The United States announced a new
alliance with Australia and Britain to strengthen
military capabilities in the face of a rising China,
with Canberra to get a nuclear submarine fleet
and American cruise missiles. President Joe
Biden, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison
and his British counterpart Boris Johnson did not
mention China in unveiling their alliance, dubbed
AUKUS-but their intent was clear, and their an-
nouncement prompted fury in Beijing. China con-
demned the deal as an “extremely irresponsible”
threat to stability in the region. 

France yesterday accused Australia of back
stabbing and Washington of Donald Trump-era
behavior after Canberra scrapped a huge sub-
marines deal with Paris for US-made nuclear
subs. “It’s really a stab in the back. We had es-
tablished a relationship of trust with Australia,
this trust has been betrayed,” Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian told France Info radio. “I’m
very angry today, and bitter... this is not some-
thing allies do to each other,” he said, noting that
Australia would now have to explain how it
would exit the contract.

Le Drian also said conduct of the administra-

tion of President Joe Biden was reminiscent of his
predecessor Trump, who exasperated Europe
with unpredictable decision-making. “This uni-
lateral, sudden and unforeseeable decision very
much recalls what Mr Trump would do,” Le Drian
added, describing what has happened “unac-
ceptable” and “incomprehensible.” France’s
Naval Group, partly owned by the state, had
been chosen to build 12 conventionally powered
submarines for Australia, based on France’s Bar-
racuda nuclear-powered subs in development.
The contract was worth around Aus$50 billion
(31 billion euros, $36.5 billion) when announced
in 2016. But Biden and the prime ministers of
Australia and Britain announced Wednesday a
new defense pact that would see Canberra get a
nuclear-powered submarine fleet, a privilege re-
served for few American allies. 

The agreement also left Paris furious, as Aus-
tralia scrapped a multi-billion-dollar 2016 deal to
purchase conventional submarines from France.
“This initiative is about making sure that each of
us has a modern capability-the most modern ca-
pabilities we need-to manoeuver and defend
against rapidly evolving threats,” Biden said,

speaking in Washington. Morrison said the three
nations all respected “freedom” and “the rule of
law”, and that the alliance would help ensure se-
curity in the region.

The Western allies often reference the rule of
law and freedoms when railing against China’s
military build-up in the South China Sea. 

‘Peace and security’ 
The first major initiative announced under

the new alliance was the fleet of eight state-of-
the-art nuclear-powered submarines for Aus-
tralia. The submarines, said Biden and the other
leaders, will not be nuclear-armed, only pow-
ered with nuclear reactors. But they will allow
Australia’s military to travel, and strike targets,
far from its coast.

“(They) are quieter, faster and have longer en-
durance, which will allow Australia to deploy its
future submarines to Indo-Pacific locations for
much longer periods of time,” Ashley Townshend,
of the United States Studies Centre at the Uni-
versity of Sydney, told AFP. In addition to the
submarine fleet, a senior Biden administration of-
ficial said AUKUS would combine forces on

“cyber, AI-particularly applied AI-quantum tech-
nologies and some undersea capabilities as well”. 

Morrison later announced Australia would also
acquire long-range US Tomahawk cruise missiles.
A Biden administration official underlined repeat-
edly how “unique” the decision was, with Britain
being the only other country the United States has
ever helped to build a nuclear fleet. “This technol-
ogy is extremely sensitive,” the official said. “We
view this as a one-off.”  UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson yesterday said Australia’s acquisition of
nuclear-powered submarines would “help safe-
guard the peace and security” in the region.

With China building up its own navy and re-
peatedly testing decades of US military domi-
nance across Asia, the creation of AUKUS, with
its focus on submarines, is “meant to send a mes-
sage of reassurance and a determination to main-
tain a strong deterrent stance”, the US official
said. Even if not carrying nuclear weapons, the
new submarines will allow Australia to “play at a
much higher level”, the official said. “This is a fun-
damental decision, fundamental. It binds Aus-
tralia... and the United States and Great Britain
for generations.”  —AFP

France slams Australia, US after ‘stab in back’ on subs

Australia to get nuke subs in US, UK deal

Page 14


