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Kuwait police arrest
118 in Hawally crackdown

KUWAIT: More than 100 people were ar-
rested during a police crackdown in Hawally,
in the largest haul since authorities launched
campaigns targeting illegal residents around
the country earlier this week and which have
so far resulted in the arrest of nearly 300 peo-
ple. The Interior Ministry said in a press state-
ment yesterday that Hawally security
department carried out a campaign in Nugra
Wednesday night, during which they arrested
118 persons including 93 who failed to pro-
duce civil IDs and 12 with expired visas.
Among the detainees were also nine fugitives,
two people caught with drugs, one drunk per-
son and one crossdresser, the Interior Min-
istry explained. The detainees were taken to

the proper authorities for further action, it
added.

The most recent figures increase the num-
ber of people who have been arrested during

recent police crackdowns in Kuwait to 286.
Police had carried out a campaign in Fahaheel
Industrial Area earlier on Wednesday, in which
they arrested 64 residency law violators and
eight juveniles. On Tuesday, police carried out
a similar campaign in Bneid Al-Gar, during
which they arrested 96 people. 

The recent crackdowns are the largest
wide-scale police campaign against illegal
residents in Kuwait since authorities had an-
nounced amnesty periods during the pan-
demic, allowing residents without valid visas
to either legalize their status or leave the
country without paying fines. The first
amnesty in April 2020 allowed illegals to leave
the country without paying fines and with a

free air ticket. Authorities said around 30,000
expats of various nationalities benefited from
the amnesty.

The second amnesty for illegal residents -
estimated at 150,000 people - was announced
for the month of November 2020, and later
extended for two more months, officially end-
ing on January 31, 2021. During that period,
the interior ministry asked all residents living
in the country on temporary visas, which had
been automatically extended during the pan-
demic until November 30, to legalize their stay
in the country by obtaining residency or leave
Kuwait before November 30. No official sta-
tistics were released for the number of people
who had availed the amnesty. 

Largest 
crackdowns

since pandemic

KUWAIT: These handout photos released by the Interior Ministry yesterday show police carrying out a crackdown in Nugra Wednesday night.

Nearly 300 people detained in three campaigns so far

Top Interior 
Ministry officials
discuss traffic
KUWAIT: Senior Interior Ministry of-
ficials held a meeting yesterday to dis-
cuss an array of topics that focused on
maintaining traffic safety and fighting
crime. The Interior Ministry’s Acting
Undersecretary Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chaired the
meeting which also featured Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic and Opera-
tions Affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-Sayegh,
Director General of the Najda Police
Directorate Maj Gen Abdelaziz Al-Ha-
jiri and several other senior officers. Lt
Gen Sheikh Faisal conveyed greetings
of Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and his ap-
preciation of their efforts to keep se-
curity, protect public and private
property and arresting violators.

Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal said security
and traffic campaigns should pay at-
tention to the extent of roaming taxis’
compliance with traffic laws and rules.

He said the decision to ban delivery
motorcycles on major roads, which
comes into effect October 3, helps
avoid tragic accidents. He said mean-
while that all efforts must be exerted
to remove obstacles and ensure
smooth traffic flow and reduce con-
gestion, adding that security and traf-
fic commitment to plans and field
presence of officials contribute to
solving the traffic problem.

Meanwhile, Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal
called for hosting training courses for
traffic policemen and “improve their
skills in swift action to solve minor ac-
cidents and avoid traffic jams.” In this
regard, Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf also
said the link mechanism between the
traffic officer in the street and the cen-
tral control room should be upgraded
to solve traffic congestions quickly.

Finally, Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal said
the traffic problem is escalating due to
an increase in the number of vehicles,
which in turn is a result of issuing an
abundance of driver’s licenses. He
added that proof of the KD 600 salary
requirement for a foreign resident in
Kuwait to obtain a license must be
presented, while all other conditions
must be met.

Riqqa man dead in 
family dispute: Report
KUWAIT: A citizen fatally shot his brother in Riqqa
yesterday due to disputes between them that escalated
into the murder, according to preliminary investigations.
The victim died upon reaching the hospital, according

to local reports. Meanwhile, the suspect, who is of spe-
cial needs, turned himself in to police after the shooting,
the reports add.

In other news, police battled a blaze reported in a
Khaitan house yesterday. The fire erupted in a room inside
the three-storey house, and flames spread over an area of
500 square meters, Kuwait Fire Force said in a statement.
Firemen successfully put out the fire as no injuries were
reported, it added.

VIENNA: Kuwait on Wednesday said it
was imperative to allow the UN nuclear
watchdog to fully probe the nature of
Iran’s nuclear program, making sure it is
for peaceful purposes. Lamenting the
lack of progress over the matter, Kuwait’s
deputy permanent representative to in-
ternational organizations Abdullah Al-
Obaidi said there remains a great deal of
uncertainty regarding the nature of
Tehran’s nuclear program. The Kuwaiti
diplomat, amid talks over Iran’s nuclear
program, expressed his country’s concern
in the wake of an International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) report, which

found traces of uranium at three unde-
clared nuclear sites in Iran, a matter that
still needs a lucid explanation, he said. He
urged Tehran to fully cooperate with the
UN nuclear watchdog and allow its in-
spectors greater access to its nuclear
plants as part of efforts to break the im-
passe, saying Kuwait supports the IAEA
and its chief Rafael Grossi. Iran has said
it would allow the IAEA to service moni-
tor cameras at its nuclear sites after talks
between Grossi and the chief of Tehran’s
atomic energy body, pushing efforts to
resuscitate Iran’s 2015 nuclear pact with
world powers. — KUNA

VIENNA: Kuwait’s deputy
permanent representative to
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency Abdullah Al-
Obaidi speaks during a
meeting over Iran’s nuclear
program. — KUNA

Kuwait backs probe into peaceful
nature of Iran nuclear program


